Annual Meeting of the Council held on 13th May, 2009


FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 13th May, 2009 at the Town Hall, Felixstowe

Present:  Councillors:Deacon (Mayor), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, 
 
J Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith, Stokell and Webb.
   1.   PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev Ken Martin, Seafarers’ Centre, Felixstowe.

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 6 and in items 472, 473, 474, 475, 499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 506, 507, 510, 511, 512, 513, 525, 526, 527, 528, 529, 530 and 531 of the Plans Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a prejudicial interest in item 479 of the Town Members Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in item 6 and in item 525 of the Plans Committee report as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0414 as the owner of properties in the vicinity of the applicant’s site.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0414 as the owner of properties in the vicinity of the applicant’s site.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0360 as a member of the Bethesda Baptist Church.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0360 as a member of the Bethesda Baptist Church.

Councillor Dangerfield declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0353 as a close relative of the neighbour of the site.

Councillor Bryant declared a personal interest in application CO9/0422 as a member of the Children’s Centre Committee.

Councillors Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Stokell, Webb and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0428 as friends and colleagues of the next door neighbour of the site.
Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0428 as the neighbour of the site.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0363 as a near neighbour of the site.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0523 as a friend of the applicant.

3.  MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 04.04.09 – Toddle along the Prom organised by the Suffolk School for Parents; 06.04.09 – Wesel youth breakfast at the Town Hall; 16.04.09 – 82nd Charter Lunch of the Rotary Club of Felixstowe; 17.04.09 – 100th birthday of Miss Charlotte Cade at Coniston; 17.04.09 – Mayor’s Charity Ball; 18.04.09 – King George Fund for Sailors, coffee morning; 18.04.09 – Wesel/Salzwedel Civic Reception; 18.04.09 – Unveiling of a new road sign at Dock Gate No 1 with the Burgermeisterins of Wesel and Salzwedel; 19.04.09 – Church service at St Andrew’s Church with the representatives from Wesel and Salzwedel; 22.04.09 – Suffolk County Council, Chairman’s Reception; 23.04.09 – School Farm and Country Fair, Trinity Park; 23.04.09 Meeting with blind shooters at Felixstowe Rifle Club; 23.04.09 – All Shook Up by the Stage Door Theatre Company; 24.04.09 – Mayor of Woodbridge, Reception; 25.04.09 – Dedication of new British Legion Standard at St John’s Church; 25.04.09 – Felixstowe and Suffolk Bowling Club, Sherry Reception and bowl the first wood of the new season; 26.04.09 – St George’s Day Parade; 27.04.09 – Meeting with the Press Officer at Orwell High School; 30.04.09 – 14 Montague Road, fundraising event in aid of the Alzheimer’s Carers support Group; 01.05.09 – Cory Brothers, opening of new office; 03.05.09 – Ipswich-Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Run; 04.05.09 – Rotary Road races; 07.05.09 Youth Speaks organised by the Rotary Club of Felixstowe Landguard; 08.05.09 – Launch of the 24th Bury St Edmunds Festival and Beating Retreat with the Band of the Parachute Regiment; 09.05.09 – Remembrance Service for Tom Roden; 09.05.09 – Maidstone Road Infant School, School Fair; 09.05.09 Opening of the Colneis Community Pool; 11.05.09 – Meeting with Ollie Smith for Scouts badge;11.05.09 – Civic Awards Evening; 13.05.09 – The Stroke Association, Step up for Stroke.
  4.     MAYOR OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Councillor M Stokell proposed and Councillor C Slemmings seconded that Councillor A Goodwin be elected as Mayor of the Town Council until the next annual meeting of the Council.  There being no other nominations the name of Councillor A Godwin was approved.

Councillor M Deacon then declared Councillor A Goodwin duly elected as Mayor.  Councillor A Goodwin then took the Chair and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Mayor.

Councillor A Goodwin then made the following response:
“I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Cllr Stokell and Cllr Slemmings for their kind words and also my fellow Councillors for electing me to be Mayor of Felixstowe Town Council and trust that I will live up to their expectations.   I would just like to mention here the late Cllr Ann Rodwell because, as some of you may remember, it was she, who at this time last year, proposed me as Deputy Mayor.   I have chosen as one of my Charities ‘The St. Elizabeth Hospice’ in memory of Ann – the other organisation being ‘The Alzheimer’s Carers’ Support Group’ which is based locally.  

It is a great privilege and honour to become Mayor of Felixstowe and I feel sure that I can rely upon my fellow councillors to give support.   Speaking of support I would like at this time to thank the Town Clerk, and, of course, Celia and the other members of staff at the Town Hall for their help in trying to prepare me for this coming year.

From the functions I have attended as Deputy Mayor I am aware of the special events to which, as Mayor, I will be attending and also the interesting people one meets along the way.   I am looking forward to this year with anticipation and, of course, some trepidation – actually a lot of trepidation.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank your outgoing Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr Mike Deacon and his wife Ann for the sterling work they have done throughout the year representing this Council and the town of Felixstowe.   I know it has been a very busy year for them both and trust that they will now be able to relax and enjoy their family life.

The evening would not be complete without I thank most sincerely everyone from the public and for members of my family and friends for attending this Annual General Meeting and making it a special time for me.   There are refreshments at the end of the meeting.

I will end by once again saying thank you for giving me this opportunity and honour to be Mayor of Felixstowe”.

  5.   DEPUTY MAYOR OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Councillor C Webb proposed and Councillor A Smith seconded that Councillor R J Garfield be appointed Deputy Mayor until the next annual meeting of the Council. There being no other nominations the name of Councillor R J Garfield was approved.  Councillor R J Garfield was then invested with the Deputy Mayor’s Badge by the Mayor and Mrs J Garfield was then invested with her Badge by Councillor J Goodwin.
Flowers were then presented to Mrs Anne Deacon, Mrs Jan Garfield and the Town Clerk.  Gifts were then presented to Councillor J Garfield and Councillor J Goodwin.  A Town Council Crest in recognition of his year as Mayor was presented to Councillor Deacon.
   6.   MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 1st April, 2009, were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

7. COMMITTEE CONSTITUTION

RESOLVED:

[a]
that the Finance and General Purposes Committee should consist of Councillors S Bryant, S Chambers, H Dangerfield, M Deacon, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, G Newman, M Ninnmey, D Savage, J Sennington, C Slemmings,A Smith, M Stokell and C Webb.  

[b] 
that the Plans Committee should consist of Councillors S Bryant, H Dangerfield, J Garfield, M Ninnmey, D Savage, J Sennington, A Smith, M Stokell, C Webb and the Mayor of the Town Council (ex officio).
[c]
that the Town Members Committee should consist of Councillors S Chambers, J Garfield, J Goodwin, G Newman, M Stokell and C Webb.
[d]
that the Newsletter Editorial Committee should consist of Councillors J Goodwin, G Newman, M Ninnmey, D Savage, J Sennington and Mayor of the Town Council (ex officio).
[e]
that the Hearings Committee should consist of Councillors H Dangerfield, J Garfield, G Newman, J Sennington and C Slemmings.   
[f]
that the Appeals Committee should consist of Councillors S Bryant, J Goodwin, M Ninnmey, A Smith and M Stokell.
[g]
that the Premises Committee should consist of Councillors S Bryant, A Goodwin, D Savage, J Sennington, A Smith, M Stokell and C Webb.
8. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMEN AND VICE CHAIRMEN
RESOLVED: 

[a]
that Councillor C D Slemmings be appointed Chairman and Councillor D M Savage Vice Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

[b]
that Councillor A J A Smith be appointed Chairman and Councillor M W Stokell Vice Chairman of the Plans Committee.

[c]
that Councillor M W Stokell be appointed Chairman and Councillor C W Webb Vice Chairman of the Town Members Committee.

[d]
that Councillor D M Savage be appointed Chairman and Councillor J M Sennington Vice Chairman of the Newsletter Editorial Committee.

[e]
that Councillor C D Slemmings be appointed Chairman and Councillor G Newman Vice Chairman of the Hearings Committee.

[f]
that Councillor A J A Smith be appointed Chairman and Councillor Councillor J Goodwin Vice Chairman of the Appeals Committee.

[g]
that Councillor M W Stokell be appointed Chairman and Councillor C W Webb Vice Chairman of the Premises Committee.
9. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
	RESOLVED that the following members be appointed as the Felixstowe Town Council representatives to outside bodies and organisations.


[1]
Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Liaison Members


Councillors S Bryant, J Garfield and G Newman 
[2]
Felixstowe Wesel Association


Mayor of the Town Council ex officio, Councillors H Dangerfield and M Deacon.
[3]
Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation


Councillors A Goodwin, M Ninnmey and D Savage. 

[4]
SALC Larger Councils Group


Mayor of the Town Council ex officio and A Smith.

[5]
Emergency Schemes


Councillors R Garfield, C Slemmings and A Smith.

[6]
Felixstowe Ferry Fairways Committee


Councillor C Slemmings.

[7]
East Suffolk Travellers’ Association


Councillor S Chambers.
[8]
Highways Advisory Committee


Councillors H Dangerfield, J Garfield and A Smith.

[9]
Town Centre Management Group


Councillors H Dangerfield and A Goodwin.

[10]
Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee 


Councillors M Ninnmey, J Sennington and C Webb.

[11]
Felixstowe Resort Regeneration Steering Group


Councillors D Savage and M Ninnmey.

[12]
Powered Watercraft Management Working Group


Councillors C Slemmings and C Webb.
[13]
Youth Forum

Councillors  S Bryant, D Savage and J Sennington 

             [14]    Haven Ports Welfare

          Town Clerk


[15]
Port of Felixstowe Liaison Committee


The Mayor [ex officio] and the Town Clerk [ex officio]

[16]
Felixstowe Community Television Initiative


Councillors S Chambers, R Garfield, M Ninnmey, D Savage, A Smith, J Sennington and M Stokell.

[17]
Felixstowe Ferry Forum

Councillor D Savage
[18]    Safer Neighbourhood Teams

          Councillors S Bryant, J Goodwin, D Savage, J Sennington and A Smith.
[19]     Landguard Partnership

 Councillor D Savage.
[20]     Felixstowe Futures
           Councillors J Goodwin and D Savage.
[21]
  Felixstowe Nightsafe


  Councillor J Sennington

[22]
  Felixstowe Locality Planning Group


  Councillor G Newman
[23]
Felixstowe Salzwedel Partnership Association


Councillor Deacon and Susan Robinson

[24]
Felixstowe Freight Quality Partnership


Councillor A Smith
[25]
Felixstowe War Memorial Cottages


S J Jackson, D F Smith and Councillor M W Stokell.
[26]
De la Roche and Felixstowe Widows Charity


B M G Clarke and R J Garfield.
[27]
King George V1 Coronation Memorial Homes, Grange Road


S J Jackson, D F Smith and Councillor M W Stokell
10.  SIGNATORIES TO THE TOWN COUNCIL ACCOUNTS AND BANK MANDATES

RESOLVED that the following signatories be appointed to the Town Council’s accounts:

CLERK’S IMPREST ACCOUNT – Clerk – Mrs S C Robinson

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL ACCOUNT – 

Chairman – Finance and General Purposes Committee – Councillor C D Slemmings

Vice Chairman – Finance and General Purposes Committee – Councillor D M Savage

Chairman  - Plans Committee – Councillor A J A Smith

Vice Chairman – Plans Committee – Councillor M W Stokell

Mayor – Councillor A Goodwin
Deputy Mayor – Councillor R J Garfield
FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FELIXSTOWE IN FLOWER ACCOUNT – 

Chairman – Finance and General Purposes Committee – Councillor C D Slemmings

Vice Chairman – Finance and General Purposes Committee – Councillor D M Savage

Chairman Plans Committee – Councillor A J A Smith

Vice Chairman – Plans Committee – Councillor M W Stokell

Mayor – Councillor A Goodwin
Deputy Mayor – Councillor R J Garfield
FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL MAYOR’S CHARITY BALL ACCOUNT – 

Mayor – Councillor A Goodwin
FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL MAYOR’S OFFICIAL ALLOWANCE – 

Mayor – Councillor A Goodwin
Deputy Mayor – Councillor R J Garfield
RESOLVED that Barclays Bank plc be appointed the Town Council’s banker.

11. PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 470 – 534 of the meetings held on 25th March, 8th and 22nd April, 2009 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.

Item 472 - C09/0265 – Use of land for the erection of building comprising restaurant and retail space on ground floor with 2 holiday lets and 15 residential units above utilising the existing access from Cavendish Road (Existing building on ground floor to be demolished) at Former North Sea Hotel, 7 Sea Road, Felixstowe.
The Chairman explained that following previous applications the Committee had now accepted the general principle of this development on this site.  Whilst it would have been desirable to retain a hotel use this did not seem practical and the current application represented some progress.

Item 472 - C09/0339 – Application to vary conditions 11 of planning permission C94/0770 to remove the time restrictions imposed by the condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicle at Proposed Unit 11, Haven Exchange, Felixstowe and Item 473 - C09/0423 – Application to vary condition 7 of Planning Permission C97/1400 to remove the time restrictions imposed by condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicles at Land at Haven Exchange, Walton Avenue, Felixstowe.

The Chairman explained that the conditions concerning these planning applications were designed to protect the interests of neighbours, particularly those in Dovedale and also the adjacent caravan sites.  The Town Council has therefore strongly recommended refusal for both these applications.

Item 532 - THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED)  

THE CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITATS, & C.) REGULATIONS 1994

PERMISSION NO: B/88/1560

LOCATION: FORMER HMS GANGES SITE, SHOTLEY GATE, SHOTLEY, IPSWICH 

PROPOSAL: OUTLINE – ERECTION OF RETIREMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (404DWELLINGS) WITH NURSING HOME AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES

APPLICATION NO: B/00/01318/RES

LOCATION: FORMER HMS GANGES SITE, SHOTLEY GATE, SHOTLEY, IPSWICH

PROPOSAL: SUBMISSION OF DETAILS UNDER OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION B/88/01560/OUT – THE SITING, DESIGN AND EXTERNAL APPEARANCE OF, THE MEANS OF ACCESS TO AND THE LANDSCAPING OF THE SITE FOR A RETIREMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OF 404 DWELLINGS, NURSING HOME AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES, AS AMENDED

The Chairman explained that the Town Council was being treated very courteously by Babergh District Council and was grateful to be consulted concerning this and other major applications on the Ganges site.
RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.

12. TOWN MEMBERS COMMITTEE

Items 477 – 483 of the meeting held on 31st March, 2009 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.     

Item 479 – Felixstowe Town Hall
A member asked whether the problems with the automatic doors had been rectified and the Chairman confirmed that this was the case.

Item 482 – Chairman Thanks

The Chairman pointed out that most of the business of the Town Members Committee had now been handed over to the Premises Committee. 

RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.

13.   PREMISES COMMITTEE
        Items 514 – 522 of the meeting held on 16th April, 2009 were presented by Councillor Stokell, 
The Chairman explained that this Committee would now be overseeing all the Town Council’s assets including the Cemetery and allotment sites.
	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


CHAIRMAN
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