Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 6th October, 2010

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 6th October, 2010 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors Jon Garfield (Mayor), Bryant, Chambers, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Stokell.
     274.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


A member of the public referred to a briefing session attended by Town Councillors and Martin Royal, Director of Business Development & External Relations, NHS Suffolk to discuss health issues in Felixstowe and asked why members of the public had not been invited.

At the request of the Mayor, the Chairman of the Community Services Group replied that the session was not intended to be a public meeting.  Town Councillors regularly invited representatives from local organisations to attend such sessions immediately preceding Council meetings.  Councillor Jan Garfield reported that at the briefing session it had been confirmed that there was no question of the Minor Injuries Unit in Felixstowe either being discontinued or put out to tender.  Discussions regarding health matters in Felixstowe were ongoing via the Community Services Group.

A member of the public asked whether the Town Council was aware of the six industrial size rubbish bins at the rear of the Spa Pavilion which were considered to be a health and traffic hazard.  Concerns were also raised regarding their proximity to beach huts.

At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Savage responded that rubbish bins were the responsibility of Open Wide as contractors at the theatre.  It was agreed that this issue would be raised at the next Spa Pavilion Liaison Committee meeting at the District Council.
A member of the public asked whether Town Councillors were aware that a request to Suffolk County Council by a resident of nearby flats to erect a reflector mirror for traffic on Constable Road had been turned down.

At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Newman responded that it was not Suffolk County Council policy to put reflective mirrors on the highway.

A member of the public asked whether the Town Council were taking any action following the recent compromise in security at the Cemetery allotment site.

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk replied that an inspection of the damage and apparent access point had taken place and action to make the fences more secure had taken place.

275.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Revd Dr Mark Reid, Maidstone Road Baptist Church.
276.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 8 ; in items 152, 153, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 183, 184, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 210, 211, 212, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236 and 237  of the Plans Committee report; in items 188, 189, 222  and 223 of the Premises Committee report; in items 205 and 206 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; in items 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246 and 247 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report and in item 285(a) as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in item 5; in items 205 and 206 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; and in items 240, 241, 242, 244, 250, 251, 253, 255, 256 and 258 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk County Council.

277.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dangerfield, Smith and Webb.
278. 
MINUTES MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 4th AUGUST, 2010

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 4th August, 2010 were amended for accuracy and confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
279
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 06.08.10 – Private View, State of Readiness at Landguard Fort; 11.08.10 – Open the Photographic Society Digital Image & Print Exhibition; 11.08.10 – Felixstowe and District Fuchsia Society, prize giving for the winners of the Members Show and the local school’s art competition; 14.08.10 – Felixstowe Carnival; 16.08.10 – Unveiling of plaques outside Tomline House (Frank Whittle and Lawrence of Arabia); 21.08.10 – Opening of extension at Briefield Retirement Home; 22.08.10 – Garden Party hosted by the Mayor of Stowmarket; 26.08.10 – Ale Taster Ceremony at Aldeburgh; 30.08.10 – Suffolk Young People’s Health Project, Charity Celebration Day; 02.09.10 – Rotary Club of Felixstowe Landguard, 26th Charter Dinner; 03.09.10 – Waveney District Council’s Annual Civic Service; 04.09.10 – Queens Road Day Centre, Open Day; 05.09.10 – Service of Licensing and Welcome of The Reverend Elizabeth Corker as Assistant Priest of St John’s Church, Mayor and Deputy Mayor; 05.09.10 – Art on the Prom; 09.09.10 – Installation of Revd Mark Kitchenside at Christ Church; 10.09.10 – Port of Felixstowe, Local Authority Liaison Committee meeting; 11.09.10 – Official opening of the newly refurbished St Mary’s Church Hall, Walton; 14.09.10 – Mayor’s Charity Evening; 15.09.10 – Anglia in Bloom Awards Ceremony; 15.09.10 – Disability Advice Service, 25th Annual General Meeting; 16.09.10 – NSPCC, Annual Meeting and Reception; 18.09.10 – Presentation of certificate and prize to the designer of the new logo and celebration of the new Old Felixstowe Nursery building; 18.09.10 – Concert by the Melbourne Staff Songsters hosted by the Mayor; 18.09.10 – Festival of Music presented by the Melbourne Staff Songsters, Deputy Mayor; 18.09.10 – Trianon Music Group’s Concert, “A Night at the Opera”; 19.09.10 – Battle of Britain Commemoration with 2 Squadron RAF Regiment Honington, Medal Presentation and Homecoming Parade; 19.09.10 – British Legion Group Rally, St John’s Church, Deputy Mayor; 19.09.10 – Hadleigh Civic Service; 19.09.10 – Suffolk Coastal Sports Awards 2010, Deputy Mayor; 21.09.10 – Opening of Level2’s new premises at Walton House, Deputy Mayor; 26.09.10 – Felixstowe Culture Fair, Deputy Mayor; 27.09.10 – Home-Start Suffolk Coastal, Annual General Meeting; 28.09.10 – Felixstowe in Flower Awards Ceremony; 30.09.10 – Suffolk Age Concern, Annual General Meeting and the launch of Suffolk Age UK; 30.09.10 – St Elizabeth Hospice, Annual General Meeting; 02.10.10 – Poppy Appeal Awards and Get Together, Deputy Mayor; 03.10.10 – Stowmarket Civic Service. 
280.
EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009

The Clerk reported that the report of the External Auditor for the financial year 2009/2010 had now been received.  Members noted the Statement of Assurance for the year ended 31st March, 2010 and the External Auditor’s report.  Members considered an Action Plan to address the issues arising from the External Auditor’s report and agreed an Action Plan.  The Action Plan is attached to these minutes.

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council note the External Auditor’s report for the financial year 2009/2010 and adopt the Action Plan appended to these minutes.


281.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 150 – 237 of the meetings held on 28th July, 11th and 25th August and 8th and 22nd September, 2010 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Vice Chairman of this Committee.  
Notice of intent to carry out tree work within a conservation area in accordance with section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and the Town and Country Planning (Trees)  Regulations 1999 as amended by the Town & Country Planning (Trees) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 – land at and opposite the Chapel, Maybush Lane, Felixstowe.

The Vice Chairman reported that the Town Council’s position was that the above trees should be removed or felled only if it was felt by the arboricultural specialist that they were diseased or in danger.  He confirmed that a request had been made that indigenous trees be planted in their place should this be the case.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


282.
PREMISES COMMITTEE

Items 186 – 194 of the meeting held on 12th August and items 220 – 227 of the meeting held on 8th September, 2010 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.

Councillor Deacon queried the need for a spy hole in the Council Chamber door.  It was explained that this was to minimise the risk of unintentional intrusion into the room which was often used, including for wedding and other formal ceremonies.

In response to questions by Councillor Ninnmey, the range of coverage of the current alarm system at the Town Hall was clarified and it was confirmed that robust discussions were ongoing regarding the continuing problems with the electronic opening doors at Walton Community Hall.

	RESOLVED that with these comments the reports of this Committee be approved.


283.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 203 – 207 of the meeting held on 31st August, 2010 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.

The Chairman reported that the new look newsletter had been favourably received based on initial feedback.

	RESOLVED that with these comments the reports of this Committee be approved.


284.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 238 – 259 of the meeting held on 22nd September, 2010 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 241 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 23rd June, 2010 – 1st September, 2010 amounting to £95,325.72 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 242 – Applications for occasional grants
	It was RESOLVED that up to £240 would be committed for the procurement of three commemorative plaques to be installed in Felixstowe subject to public consultation.


Item 243 – Recycling Credits
A query was raised regarding what materials are recycled under this scheme and how many recycling credits are applicable.  It was acknowledged that the Council was not in direct control of the amount of these recycling credits which were dependent upon the volume of materials recycled.
Item 244 (e) – Report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities of 9th September, 2010

	RESOLVED that the balance of cleared funds in the Play Space Fund of £9,919 be used to accept the quote for play equipment improvement works at Coronation Sports Ground.


	RESOLVED to allocate £2,610 + VAT to cover the surface repair works from the balance of cleared funds in the Sports Fund of £39,451.60


Item 248 – End of Clerk’s Probationary Period

	RESOLVED that following successful completion of a six month probationary period, the new Clerk was confirmed into post.


Item 250 – Speed Limit Gulpher Road
Mike Deacon reported that email correspondence had been received from Suffolk County Council’s Highways Office indicating that any application for a 30mph restriction to be placed on Gulpher Road would not be looked at favourably based on previous requests.  Members reiterated their support for the introduction of a 30mph restriction to be placed on Gulpher Road.  Councillor Newman indicated that discussions with the Highways Department were ongoing.

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council would support the introduction of a 30mph speed limit between the road bridge and the junction with Ferry Road and that this should be forwarded to Suffolk County Council’s Environment and Transport Department.



Item 251 – Changes to Waiting Restrictions/Introduction of Parking Zones in Felixstowe

Councillor Savage confirmed that the signage for disabled parking spaces in the Shared Space area had been installed at the requisite height.
Item 258 – Preparations for Winter – Grit Bins and Heaps

Members discussed the current list of Suffolk County Council grit bins and grit heaps in Felixstowe.  Members considered that the grit bin at Rendlesham Drive was not necessarily needed and a grit bin was needed on the hill by Morrisons (particularly based on the experience of last winter).  Councillor Newman reported that a request had been made for a facility to be made available at Grange Farm Avenue as this was a major bus route.  Councillor John Goodwin reported that the Suffolk County Council position was that if Town and Parish Councils were minded to purchase grit bins then Suffolk County Council would provide grit for these bins.

It was:

	RESOLVED that the principle of Town and Parish Councils purchasing grit bins and Suffolk County Council providing the grit for these bins was supported.


RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

285.
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Suffolk Coastal District Council – Budget Review Meeting for Town and Parish 
             Councils
The Clerk reported that details had been received of a liaison meeting to be held on 10th November at Suffolk Coastal District Council and representation was required.  It was agreed that Councillor Chambers and the Clerk would attend on behalf of the Town Council.


b. Safer Neighbourhood Team – Press Release
Members noted a recent press release about Felixstowe Safer Neighbourhood Team’s targeting of anti social driving on Convalescent Hill and Sea Road in Felixstowe.  This had been prompted by complaints from members of the public.  A successful multi agency exercise had taken place on Saturday 25th September resulting in a number of Fixed Penalty Notices and prohibition notices for a number of young drivers.  Members expressed their support to the Safer Neighbourhood Team’s success of this exercise.
 CHAIRMAN
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