Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3RD February, 2010

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 3rd February, 2010 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors A Goodwin (Mayor), Bryant, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith and Webb.
442.    PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
          The Mayor enquired whether there were any questions from members of the 

           public.  There being no questions the Mayor moved to the next item of 

           business.

443.    MINUTE’S SILENCE
          Councillors observed a minute’s silence in memory of Helena Davey and John 

          Mumford who had both died recently.  Both Helena Davey and John Mumford 


had been Chairmen of Felixstowe Urban District Council and John Mumford had   been Mayor of Felixstowe twice.  Helena Davey had been the last surviving Chairman of Felixstowe Urban District Council.

444.   
 PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d Robert Hinsley, St John’s Church.
445.  
  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Ninnmey, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 447; in items 364, 365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 371, 374, 375, 376, 391, 392, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 399, 400, 401, 409, 410, 411, 412, 413, 414, 415 and 416 of the Plans Committee report; in items 356 and 357 of the Premises Committee report; in items 404 and 405 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 420, 421, 426, 427(b), 427(d), 432 and 434 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in item 447; in items 395, 398, 417 and planning application CO9/1936 in the Plans Committee report; in items 356 and 357 of the Premises Committee report; in items 404 and 405 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 420, 421, 427(c), 427(d), 430, 431 and 433 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in application CO9/1843 as a resident of the area.

Councillors Bryant, Smith, Webb and the Clerk declared a personal interest in items 425 and 427(a) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as owners or partners of owners of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they refer to a grant to the Landguard Fort Trust as a Director of the Landguard Fort Trust.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they refer to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a member of the body administering grants.

Councillor Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they refer to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a trustee of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Councillors Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin and Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they refer to grants to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as members of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillors Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin and Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they refer to twinning expenses as members of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as the Chairman of the Landguard Partnership.

Councillor Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in item 424 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the body administering grants to the Street Pastors Initiative.

Councillor Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in items 424, 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the Suffolk Coastal District Council Grants Task Group.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as President of the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in items 426 and 427(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as President of the Carnival Association.

446.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, Dangerfield, Newman, Savage and Stokell. 
447. 
MINUTES MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 2nd DECEMBER, 2009
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd December, 2009 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
448.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements; 3.12.09-07.12.09 - Civic visit to Wesel and Salzwedel: Dinner with the Wesel-Felixstowe Association, Swearing in Ceremony at the Citadel, Lunch with the Burgermeisterin of Wesel, Berliner Tor, Mayor’s Welcome at the Town Hall, Salzwedel, Salzwedel Christmas Market and visit to the Christmas Horse Show; 04.12.09 - Orwell District Scouts, Carol Service, Deputy Mayor; 05.12.09 - Victorian Christmas Market, Deputy Mayor; 05.12.09 - Beauty and the Beast, Felixstowe Musical Theatre, Deputy Mayor; 06.12.09 – 06.12.09 - Rose Care Christmas Party, Deputy Mayor; 08.12.09 - Carnival Association, Annual General Meeting, Escort only; 09.12.09 - Foxgrove Retirement Home, Christmas visit; 09.12.09 - Maynell House, Christmas visit; 09.12.09 - Margery Girling House, Christmas visit; 09.12.09 - Suffolk County Council, Civic Carol Service; 11.12.10 – Leopold Road Nursing Home, Christmas visit; 11.12.09 – St Felix Home for the Blind, Christmas visit; 11.12.09 – Judging of Christmas trees at the Hotel Elizabeth Orwell; 11.12.09 – Judging of Guides posters at St John’s Church; 12.12.09 – Citizens Advice Bureau, Christmas Concert Spectacular; 13.12.09 – Mayor of St Edmundsbury, Civic Carol Service; 14.12.09 – Suffolk Retirement Home, Christmas visit; 14.12.09 - The Firs, Christmas visit; 14.12.09 – Yetton Ward House, Christmas visit; 14.12.09 – White Gables, Christmas visit; 14.12.09 – British Legion Christmas Party, Mayor and Deputy Mayor; 15.12.09 – Royal Mail, Felixstowe, Christmas visit; 15.12.09 – 14 Montague Road, Orbit Housing, Christmas visit; 15.12.09 – Abbeyfield, Christmas visit; 15.12.09 – Bellstone, Christmas visit; 15.12.09 – Highcliffe Nursing Home, Christmas visit; 15.12.09 – Westcliff Nursing Home, Christmas visit; 16.12.09 – A celebration of Fairtrade Status in Felixstowe; 16.12.09 – Haverhill Town Council Civic and Parish Carol Service; 16.12.09 – Deben High School Christmas Concert, Deputy Mayor; 17.12.09 – St Andrews Pre-School, Christmas Concert; 17.12.09 – Mill Lane Nursing Home, Christmas visit; 17.12.09 – Coniston Care Centre, Christmas visit; 17.12.09 - Coniston House, Christmas visit; 17.12.09 – Rowland House, Christmas visit; 17.12.09 – the Felixstowe Flyer, Christmas party; 18.12.09 – The Mayor of Felixstowe’s Candlelit Carol Service; 20.12.09 – St Felix Church, Carol Service; 25.12.09 – St Elizabeth Hospice, Guinness Book of Records, Christmas Day Dip; 25.12.09 – Christmas Day visit to Felixstowe Fire Station; 25.12.09 – Christmas Day visit to Felixstowe Community Hospital; 25.12.09 – Christmas Day visit to the Salvation Army; 06.01.10 – Mayor’s Charity Ball meeting at the Hotel Elizabeth Orwell; 11.01.10 – Mayor’s Charity Ball meeting; 16.01.10 – Town Pastors Launch; 21.01.10 – Felixstowe Seafarers’ Centre, Annual General Meeting; 26.01.10 – Exercise Storm Surge, presentation of certificates; 29.01.10 – Babes in the Wood by the Trimley Saints Players; 31.01.10 – Opening of the refurbished premises of the Salvation Army; 01.02.10 – Lesbian, Gay and Transgender History Month launch.
The Mayor then went on to say:

“As some of you will remember, some of us went away for a long weekend immediately after the last Council meeting and visited our twin towns of Wesel and Salzwedel, where we were all made really really welcome, we even made the local press!  In Salzwedel they had a wonderful ceremony and presented the Town Clerk with an official Scroll among other things, as this will be the last year she will visit in her role as Town Clerk.  

During that weekend there were several official functions so my Deputy was quite busy and I therefore thank him very much for attending these functions and also other functions that I have been unable to attend.  I am very grateful to him for being so willing to pick up on these events so that Felixstowe is always represented.
A list of functions Councillor Garfield and I have attended since the last Council meeting has been circulated and as you can see they have been many and varied.  I would just say that they have all been special in their own way.  I will just mention the Christmas period.  It seems a distant memory now but I do hope everyone enjoyed this special holiday.

Speaking about Christmas I would just like to mention The Mayor’s Carol Service, a first for Felixstowe, which unfortunately fell on perhaps one of the worst days weather wise for many years, we have, of course, had worse since but that evening was the start!  I was getting quite depressed during the day as one by one phone calls came telling me that because of the weather it was impossible to attend.  However, on a brighter note some 100 guests, instead of the 200 as expected, did attend and all seemed to have enjoyed this first experience of a civic Carol Service.  I would like to take this opportunity of thanking those Councillors and others that braved the weather and attended.  There have been several requests to make it an annual event but that will, of course, be up to the Mayors that follow me however, it would be nice if it could become part of the Civic List.
Staying with Christmas it was very busy before Christmas and on Christmas Day with the usual visits and I would like to say how welcome we were made by all.  I would not like to count how many mince pies I ate but my waistline tells the story!!

Christmas Day saw the many many hardy, the mad or just plain stupid who did the Christmas Day swim.  It was a cold day but at least the first lot of snow had gone and the next lot had not yet arrived.  There was a considerable amount of money raised for the St. Elizabeth Hospice from this event.  I did promise to do the “Christmas Day swim” next year but did qualify that with the fact that I will be in Florida staying with my daughter with all the rest of the family.  Not quite the same as Felixstowe!!”

449.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 362 – 417 of the meetings held on 2nd and 16th December, 2009 and 13th January, 2010 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item – 369 - Coast Protection Act Notice
The Chairman explained that the application for funding for the central Felixstowe sea defences had now been submitted and he was quite optimistic about the outcome.

Item – 373 – Appeal ref APP/J3530/A/09/2107883 – land at Haven Exchange, Walton Avenue, Felixstowe proposal:Application to vary condition 11 of planning permission C94/0770 to remove the time restrictions imposed by the condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicle and Item – 374 – Appeal ref APP/J3530/A/09/2107884 – land at Haven Exchange, Walton Avenue, Felixstowe proposal:Application to vary condition 7 of planning permission C97/1400 to remove the time restrictions imposed by condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicles.
The Chairman explained that the dismissal of these appeals was good news.  They related to the restrictions on out of hours working on the Haven Exchange site.  When planning permission for the site had been given it had been a condition of the planning permission that there should be no overnight working because of the proximity of the site to Glemsford Close and Dovedale and the result of these appeals had upheld this principle.

A member referred to the attendance at the appeal by members of the public who had spoken and who had impressed the Inspector.
Item – 395 – Proposal: install external lighting to illuminate the netball court at the rear of the school building.  The lights will be used during the periods of low light levels, when the netball court is used for sports/games by the school or others using the area.  During winter months some of the lighting may be used for short periods of time at the end of the school day to aid parents in collecting their children.  Location: Kingsfleet Primary School, Ferry Road, Felixstowe.
The Chairman explained that the Plans Committee was very sympathetic to this application in principle.  However, the Town Council had a sensitive attitude towards flood lighting and simple guidance was available in local planning policy AP97and supplementary planning guidance SPG11.  The Suffolk County Council application for the flood lights did not include reference to AP97 and SPG11.  The Plans Committee felt as a matter of principle all applications should be treated in the same way.

Item 398 – Garrison Lane/High Road West – proposed cycle facilities
A member asked whether there was to be a four way crossing at the Garrison Lane/High Road West junction.  The Chairman responded that the Town Council had been consulted concerning changes to the junction.  Unfortunately, in designing the four way traffic lights for pedestrians the right turning lanes had been removed from the proposed junction.  The current problem was by putting in cycle lanes the carriageway was being reduced.  There would be substantial queuing which had been indicated in the figures supplied.  The junction needed to be looked at in the round.

A member commented that he had held a meeting with the road safety team at the County Council and that it was the intention to go ahead with the scheme as originally proposed.  In answer to a question he confirmed that there would be a four way pedestrian phase at the lights.  The finance was from the LTP and a condition was that cycle lanes would have to be included although there was a potential to remove them at a later stage.
Great concern was expressed about the proposals and the Clerk was asked to write to Suffolk County Council reiterating the concerns of the Town Council.  The letter should include the fact that the Council was disturbed that no notice had been taken of its comments and that the Council had not been informed of the decision.  The proposals would create a huge traffic problem which had clearly been indicated by the figures accompanying the original consultation.

Item 401 – Telephone kiosk at Felixstowe Ferry

A member asked whether it would be possible to provide a telephone facility which was an emergency service.  At the request of the Mayor the Clerk responded that the default situation was that BT would continue to maintain a service in kiosks that were not adopted.

Item 416 – Trimley Station support

A member asked whether there had been any further developments concerning Trimley Station.  At the request of the Chairman the Clerk replied that there had been a report at the Felixstowe Futures meeting the previous week.  Network Rail had agreed to extend the deadline to 1st April.  However, there were difficulties in finding resources to take the project forward.

A member commented that a business plan had been provided to Network Rail.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


450.
PREMISES COMMITTEE
Items 354 – 361 of the meeting held on 26th November, 2009 were presented by Councillor Webb, Vice Chairman of this Committee.

The Vice Chairman explained that bookings were continuing to be made for weddings.  The car parking lay by outside the Town Hall was now completed.  In answer to a question the Vice Chairman explained that the nosings on the stairs were a requirement of the building regulations but that the current nosings were causing a problem.

	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


451.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 403 – 407 of the meeting held on 22nd December, 2009 were presented by Councillor Sennington, Vice Chairman of this Committee.
The Vice Chairman explained that there had been some difficulties with the delivery of the newsletter and the Clerk was looking into possible alternative delivery methods.

	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


452.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 418 – 434 of the meeting held on 20th January, 2010 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.

Item 421 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 28th October, 2009 – 13th January, 2010 amounting to £106309.52 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 423 – Budgetary Monitoring

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 31st December, 2009 attached to these minutes.


Item 424 – Occasional Grants
No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.
Members considered the recommendations by the Finance Sub-Committee and RESOLVED that the following occasional grants be made for the financial year 2010/2011 and that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

	Name of organisation
	A grant be made of:

	Age Concern Suffolk
	No grant should be made

	Art on the Prom
	A grant of £500 should be made

	Coastwatch
	A grant of £350 should be made

	East Anglian Children’s Hospice
	No grant should be made

	Felixstowe & District Horticultural Society
	A grant of £100 should be made

	Felixstowe Town Pastors Initiative
	It was reported that this initiative was now fully funded and it was agreed that in view of this no grant needed to be made

	Ipswich and East Suffolk Headway
	No grant should be made

	Marie Curie Cancer Care
	No grant should be made

	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	A grant of £500 should be made

	Suffolk Lowland Search and Rescue
	No grant should be made

	Victim Support
	No grant should be made

	Vitalise
	No grant should be made

	Total
	£1450


Item 425 – Cemetery Charges 2010/2011

	RESOLVED that the Cemetery charges appended to these Minutes be approved.



Item 426  – Felixstowe Town Council Estimates and Budget 2010/2011

No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.

	RESOLVED that the estimates and budget appended to these Minutes be approved.



	RESOLVED that the amounts therein referred to in respect of wages, salaries, annual grants and the Mayor’s allowance be approved and the appropriate payments made.




	RESOLVED that the Town Clerk forward to Suffolk Coastal District Council a precept for £377170.



Item 427 (a) – Report of the meeting of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 24th November, 2009
The Chairman drew the attention of members to the proposed security improvements at the Cowpasture site.

A member referred to a recent meeting of the Safer Neighbourhood Team at which it had been suggested that a secure container should be provided on the site and asked whether the Town Council had been notified of this suggestion.  At the request of the Chairman the Clerk explained that there would be a meeting the following week with the police and representatives from the Allotment Association to discuss improved security measures at the Cowpasture site.  A container on the site would need to be discussed by the Cemetery and Allotments Committee.  If the proposal were to go ahead planning permission would be necessary.

A member referred to a previous proposal for a similar container at the site and asked whether the planning permission for the container on the site was still relevant.  At the request of the Chairman the Clerk responded that this planning permission had now lapsed and that any new application would need to be judged in the context of the LDF proposals.

The Chairman summarised that this was an issue on which everyone was working together.

Item 427 (c) – Report of the meeting of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 25th November, 2009

A member referred to problems with bullying at the Skatepark and asked whether this had been caught on the CCTV camera.  He suggested that the issue could be referred back to the Play Working Party.

At the request of the Chairman, Councillor Sennington explained that the problems concerning bullying had now been overcome.  The site had settled down and the visits by the Boost Bus had been very constructive.  The Mayor confirmed that in a recent conversation with a parent it was apparent that there were currently no problems with bullying on the site.
Item 427(d) - Report of the meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee of 6th January, 2010

	RESOLVED that the current internal audit arrangements for the Town Council were satisfactory and that the following report by the Clerk be accepted.

	AUDIT REQUIREMENT


	AUDIT ACTION

	Appointment of Independent Auditor
	The Town Council has appointed an independent internal auditor.  The internal auditor is paid a fee and is not an employee of the Town Council or a Councillor or in any way associated with the Town Council.

	Frequency of Internal Audit 
	The internal auditor carries out a full internal audit of the Town Council’s financial affairs and procedures every three months.

	Authorisation of Payments
	The internal auditor checks the minute books of the Council to ensure that all payments are correctly authorised.

	Financial Record Checks
	The internal auditor checks all vouchers, bank statements and the Town Council’s cash book.

	VAT Checks
	The internal auditor checks all the Town Council’s VAT records.

	Wages and Salary Payments
	The internal auditor checks all wages and salaries paid by the Town Council.

	Cemetery, Allotments, Felixstowe in Flower and Hall Lettings  
	The internal auditor checks all Cemetery, Allotments, Felixstowe in Flower and Hall Lettings records and payments. 

	End of Year Checks
	At the end of the financial year the internal auditor   checks the final annual accounts to ensure that they are correctly presented and comply with the Account and Audit Regulations.

	Risk Assessment and Financial Management
	The Internal Auditor carries out audit at the frequency and on the topics identified in the Town Council’s Financial Risk Assessment.

	Provision of Information to the Council
	The Internal Auditor provides informal notes for the financial administrator.  He gives a verbal report to the Clerk.  He makes a written report to the Council after each visit.  This report is presented to the Finance & General Purpose Committee and is recorded in the minutes of the Committee. 

	Qualifications of Internal Auditor
	The current internal auditor is a former finance officer from a Principal Authority.  He is a former Parish Clerk.


	RESOLVED to accept the report below to address issues arising from the annual audit for the year ending 31st March, 2009 



	NUMBER
	ISSUE ARISING FROM AUDIT
	ACTION
	BY WHOM
	CHECKED BY
	DATE OF COMPLETION

	1.
	Minute Numbering and Signature
	The minutes submitted to the auditors were photocopies which did not show the page numbering and signature.  This requirement is already being carried out by the Town Council. 
	
	
	Completed

	2.
	Expenditure Powers
	This is a recent requirement by the external auditors.  Town & Parishes Councils are required to provide a list of Section 137 expenditure as a note to the annual accounts to meet the statutory requirement to account separately for Section 137 expenditure.  Until recently the external auditors have not required   information concerning the statutory basis of each item of expenditure in the Council’s accounts and for an authority the size of Felixstowe this is an onerous requirement.  The Clerk will take advice from the NALC and will report to a future meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.    
	Clerk (RFO)
	Finance Sub Committee
	The Clerk has contacted SALC who are taking advice from NALC--

On going

	3.
	Section 137 Payments
	Review items recorded as Section 137 payments to ensure that no items are included for which there is an alternative statutory power.
	Clerk (RFO)
	Finance Sub Committee
	March 2010


	RESOLVED to adopt the financial risk assessment appended to these minutes.


Item 429 – Quality Parish Status

	RESOLVED that the Town Council formally adopts the Statement of Intent as to Community Engagement and the Training Statement of Intent appended to these minutes.


Item 430 – Provision of grit bins

The Chairman reminded members that there was a meeting at Suffolk County Council on 5th February to discuss the recent severe weather.  Councillor Smith confirmed that he would be representing the Town Council at this meeting.

RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.

CHAIRMAN
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