Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 7th April, 2010

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 7th April, 2010 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors A Goodwin (Mayor), Bryant, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, J Goodwin, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith, Stokell and Webb.
543.   PRESENTATION OF QUALITY TOWN CERTIFICATE

Shona Bendix, Chief Executive of the Suffolk Association of Local Councils, presented the Certificate of Achievement of Quality Town Status to the Council.  The Council was praised for its high standards of public service, and for the strong competence of its professional staff.  In particular, the contributions of the retiring Clerk, Susan Robinson and Celia Page were recognised and the Council was congratulated as having submitted an exemplary portfolio.

     544.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


A member of the public who was not present wished for his best wishes for a happy retirement to be passed on via a Member to the retiring Clerk.


A member of the public raised a question about the process by which NHS Suffolk were dealing with the closure of the Bartlet Hospital.  This question was referred to the forthcoming meeting of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors).

545.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d John Aston, St Andrew’s Church.
546.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 6; in items 437, 438, 439, 440, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 460, 461, 463, 469, 473, 474, 498, 499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 508, 511, 512, 513 and 516 of the Plans Committee report; in item 478 of the Town Members Committee report; in items 482 and 483 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; in items 488 and 489 of the Premises Committee report and in items 519, 520, 522, 523(a), 523(c), 525((e), 523(f), 524, 5288 and 529 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in item 6; in items 463, 470, 471, 472, 508 and 514 of the Plans Committee report; in items 482 and 483 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; in item 490 of the Premises Committee report and in items 519, 520, 523(b), 523(c), 523(d), 523(g), 525, 526 and 529 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor J Goodwin and Newman declared a prejudicial interest in planning applications C10/1033, C10/0346 and C10/0161 as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillors Bryant, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith, Stokell and Webb declared a prejudicial interest in planning application C10/0011 as the applicant is a member of this Council.
  Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in planning application   
 C10/0011 as the applicant.
547.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, Dangerfield and Ninnmey.
548. 
MINUTES MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 3rd FEBRUARY, 2010
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3rd February, 2010 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
549.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements; 05.02.10 – Lee Miller at Farley Farm Exhibition, Deben High School; 06.02.10 – The Mayor of Haverhill, Charity Dance; 13.02.10 – Valentines Day Draw at Broadway House; 14.02.10 – Chinese New Year celebrations at the New Wolsey Theatre; 15.02.10 – Mayor’s Charity Ball meeting; 20.02.10 – Service of Thanksgiving to commemorate the Cobb family serving as vergers for 50 years, Mayor and Deputy Mayor; 20.02.10 – Mayor of St Edmundsbury, Chinese New Year Mayor’s charity fundraising dinner; 23.02.10 – Funeral of Helena Davey; 24.02.10 – Robotics competition at Trimley St Martin Primary School; 25.02.10 – Operation Stack Steering Group; 26.02.10 – Official opening of Suffolk New College; 26.02.10 – Mental Health Awareness Day at Park House, 72 Constable Road; 26.02.10 – Fairtrade Reception; 05.03.10 – Women’s World Day of Prayer; 06.03.10 – East Suffolk Association for the Blind, fund raising concert by the Trianon Music Group; 08.03.10 – Clergy Coffee Morning; 08.03.10 – Judging of picture competition to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight at Harambee; 11.03.10 – Charity Ball meeting; 15.03.10 – Presentation of Sports Awards, Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation;18.03.10 – Port of Felixstowe, LALC meeting; 19.03.10 – The Keyworth Players, Private Lives; 21.03.10 – A Civic Celebration of Community in Ipswich; 24.03.10 – High Sheriff’s Award Ceremony; 25.03.10 – Felixstowe in Flower leaflet preparation; 26.03.10 – Waveney District Council, Civic Reception; 28.03.10 – Easter Egg Hunt; 29.03.10 – Year 7, Awards Ceremony, Deben High School; 03.04.10 – Mayor’s Charity Ball, Orwell Hotel.
The Mayor reported that as it was nearing the end of her period of office as Mayor, it was a great privilege and wonderful experience to attend such a range of community events.  In particular the Mayor thanked all who had attended the recent Mayor’s Charity Ball which had been a great success and most enjoyable.  The proceeds raised were due to be presented on May 10th.

550.
TO CONFIRM THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TRANSFER OF THE CLERK’S IMPREST ACCOUNT FOLLOWING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE NEW TOWN CLERK

The retiring Clerk explained that in order to meet the relevant governance requirements of both the Council’s Bank and auditors, it was necessary to confirm on a formal basis that the new Town Clerk be nominated as an authorised signatory to the Clerk’s Imprest Account.  It was therefore:

	RESOLVED that the duties and responsibilities of managing the Clerk’s Imprest Account be transferred from the retiring Clerk to the incoming Clerk in accordance with the Bank’s requirements.


551.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 435 – 516 of the meetings held on 27th January, 10th and 24th February and 17th and 24th March, 2010 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item – 456 – C10/0161 – Outline Planning Application for new High School located on site currently occupied by Orwell High School, (scale, appearance, layout and landscaping to be reserved for future detailed submission, Access details as part of application with new vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access proposed from the High Street, Maidstone Road, Felixstowe.
A helpful summary of the background and context to this important planning application was given to the meeting by Councillor Smith.  It was noted that the role of the Town Council was that of a formal consultee.  There were many issues which were as yet resolved, particularly in relation to transportation and highways matters, as well as the future provision of community education facilities.  Concerns were expressed by Members regarding the apparent lack of alignment between the various parties involved in the project, and the impact of the General Election on the overall financial viability of the project.
It was the view of the Town Council that a roundabout was the most appropriated solution for controlling traffic flows to and from the proposed site however, this view was not supported by the Highways Authority.

Item – 472 and 514 Garrison Lane/High Road West – Proposed Cycle Facilities
Suffolk County Council were proposing to redesign the current design of this key function in order to accommodate improved cycle facilities.  Members had expressed concern at the proposed elimination of the right hand turning lane, and the adverse impact on traffic flow and timing.  Councillor J Goodwin reported that current plans included the removal of traffic islands, and work was due to commence in June.
Item – 516 – Quality of Place Awards 2010
It was reported that the Plans Committee had recommended three nominations in Felixstowe and these were put forward, namely the Town Hall, the China Shipping building and a newly extended individual property on Cliff Road.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


552.
TOWN MEMBERS COMMITTEE

Items 475 – 478 of the meeting held on 3rd March, 2010 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.

Members noted that the Town Council had actively participated in Suffolk Coastal District Council’s review of its planning service and had shared feedback in this regard.

	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


553.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 479 – 484 of the meeting held on 4th March, 2010 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.
The Chairman thanked the retiring Clerk for her valuable contributions to the Newsletter which was also linked to the successful award of Quality Town Status.  It was noted that the Committee would be looking to review the current Newsletter arrangements in the future due to problems with delivery to all households in Felixstowe.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


554.
PREMISES COMMITTEE
Items 486 – 495 of the meeting held on 4th March, 2010 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.

The Chairman paid tribute to the retiring Clerk’s outstanding work in her many years service, and especially to her role in the refurbishment projects at the Town Hall, Walton Community Hall and Broadway House.  Members noted the changes to the charging regime, recognising that in some instances the Town Council’s contribution to a partnership or group was contribution in kind by way of use of Council facilities.  This would continue to be monitored.
555.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 517 – 531 of the meeting held on 24th March, 2010 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 520 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 19th December, 2009 – 9th March, 2010 amounting to £68,232.25 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 521 – Occasional Grants
No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.

It was RESOLVED that the following grants should be made:
	Name of organisation
	A grant be made of:

	Adastral Close Residents Association
	A grant of £100 should be made

	Disability Advice Bureau
	No grant should be made

	FACTS
	A grant of £150 should be made

	Optua
	No grant should be made

	Orwell District Scouts
	A grant of £150 should be made

	RAF Regiment Association
	A grant of £150 should be made

	Total
	£550


Item 523 (a) – Report of the meeting of the Felixstowe in Flower Sub-Committee of 25th January, 2010
It was reported that notification had been received from Suffolk Coastal District Council of their decision to withdraw the watering of hanging baskets during Felixstowe in Flower.  It was noted that the timing of this notification, as well as the manner in which it was communicated, was unfortunate as arrangements for Felixstowe in Flower were already well underway and commitments made.  After debate, it was agreed that the arrangement would have to be accepted this year and that a self watering basket solution also be trialled.
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council accept the estimate by Suffolk Coastal Services for watering the hanging baskets on three days a week in 2010 up to a maximum of £5,705.71.  This sum should be taken from the Town Council’s Contingency Budget.


Item 523 (b) – Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 9th February, 2010

Members discussed experiences of members of the public of which they had become aware in relation to the current state of provision of out-of–hours medical provision.  Members expressed particularly grave concerns regarding out-of-hours patient accessibility in Felixstowe to a doctor.  This was seen as crucial to a community of Felixstowe’s size and location.  A member expressed a view that both transparency and quality of information from NHS Suffolk had deteriorated over time especially due to its size and relative funding.  These issues would be further debated at the next Community Services Group (Health Councillors).
Item 523 (c) – Reports of the CCTV Initiative Working Party of 16th February, 2010 and 16th March, 2010
Members were informed that the number of CCTV cameras installed in the town had increased, and the Council had agreed to cover maintenance costs as its contribution to the partnership.  It was:
	RESOLVED to accept the following quotation from STC for the maintenance of the Felixstowe CCTV system:

2010

2011

2012

Equipment

5 – Dome Camera system

9 – Dome Camera system

9 – Dome Camera System

Price

£5125 + VAT

£6850 + VAT

£6850 plus + VAT




Following the retirement of Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Community Safety Officer, Guy Richardson, who was not to be replaced in the current budget constrained climate, Suffolk Coastal District Council had informed the Council that it would be responsible for CCTV in Felixstowe in future.  It was recognised that this CCTV partnership had worked very well this far, and nationally it was an example of innovative working.  It was of importance to the town that these arrangements were allowed to continue and it was hoped that a sensible way forward could be found.
Item 523(f) – Report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 10th March, 2010
Members had received a request from the Safer Neighbourhood Team for a contribution towards the running costs of the Boost Bus and members expressed their support to this request.  It was therefore:

	RESOLVED to contribute £200 from the Town Council’s 2009/2010 Safer Neighbourhood Team budget towards the Boost Bus.


Item 523(g) – Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 22nd March, 2010

The Chairman drew to Members’ attention the ongoing delay in the Waiting Restriction Review.  The Chairman updated the Council on an agreed course of action from the last meeting of the Shared Space project, namely to establish a joint working group to further current discussions regarding the signage scheme in the town.  Whilst recognising that it was not the remit of the Council to appoint membership of all partnerships it was:
	RESOLVED that Councillors Jon Garfield and Joan Sennington would represent the Town Council on the Signage Working Party.  However, if this was problematic due to concurrent nomination of District representatives, that the Clerk resolve appropriate representation.


Item 531 – Mayor of Felixstowe Town Council
Further to Standing Order 10(2) the Clerk informed members that she had received one nomination for Mayor in the name of Councillor Raymond Jon Garfield, proposed by Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Smith.  Councillor Raymond Jon Garfield agreed to this nomination. 

The Clerk informed members that she had received one nomination for Deputy Mayor in the name of Councillor Doreen Savage, proposed by Councillor Janet Garfield and seconded by Councillor Sennington.  Councillor Savage agreed to this nomination.

RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.

It being the retiring Clerk’s last Council meeting, the Mayor invited all for light refreshments.
 CHAIRMAN
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