Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 6th April, 2011

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 6th April, 2011 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors Jon Garfield (Mayor), Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith.
517.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

The Mayor enquired whether there were any questions from members of the public.  A member of the public asked whether it would be possible, it being the last meeting of the full Council as currently constituted, to record on behalf of the Felixstowe community, thanks to the Town Councillors and to Town Council staff for their hard work over the past four years.  On behalf of the Council, the Mayor expressed appreciation of this sentiment.

On behalf of a member of the public who was at late notice unable to attend in person, a Member asked what the questioner’s status as a pedestrian was in the new Shared Space environment, and why so few of the vehicles parked in the disabled spaces appeared to display blue badges.

At the request of the Mayor, the Town Council’s representative on the Shared Space Board responded that the very concept of Shared Space was that neither motorist nor pedestrian had an automatic right of priority over the other, encouraging the mutual giving of way.  This Shared Space concept worked well in other places especially on the continent.  As regards disabled parking, this was a matter for enforcement by the Police.  It was acknowledged that a further issue could be emerging of blue badge holders parking outside the darker delineated spaces.  The Chairman of the Highways Advisory Committee confirmed that a small leaflet was intended to be published and distributed in local shops to assist better understanding of the Shared Space principles.   
518.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Father David Hennessey, St Felix Church.
519.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 521; in item 426 of the Premises Committee report in items 443, 444, 445, 447, 451, 452, 453, 457, 458, 464, 465, 467, 468, 469, 472-481 inclusive of the Plans Committee report; and in items 485, 487, 488, 490, 492, 497, 499 and 503 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in item 521 and 526; in items 446, 454, 459, 460 and 466 of the Plans Committee report; and in items 485, 488 – 496 inclusive and 502 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk County Council.
520.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, Stokell and Webb.
521. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 2nd FEBRUARY 2011
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd February, 2011 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
522.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 03.02.11 – Visit to Yetton Ward; 04.02.11 – Visit to Queens Road Centre; 12.02.11 – Chinese New Year celebration; 24.02.11 – Seafront Gardens, Heritage Lottery Fund Bid, photograph at the post box; 26.02.11 – Launch of Fairtrade Fortnight and Coffee Morning; 04.03.11 – Celebration of the new ceiling in St Edmundsbury Cathedral; 07.03.11 – Fairtrade, Health Walk; 09.03.11 – Deben High School, Chamber Concert; 11.03.11 – Mayor’s Charity Ball; 12.03.11 – Reception for Deputy Mayor of Salzwedel; 12.03.11 – Official opening of the Colneis Division Centenary Hall, Deputy Mayor; 14.03.11 – “Don’t be a Loser” campaign organised by Felixstowe & District Safer Neighbourhood Team; 14.03.11 – Felixstowe Council for Sport and Recreation, Annual Sports Awards evening; 15.03.11 – Coffee and chat with the Clergy; 16.03.11 – It’s A Colourful Life, Amberfield School and Nursery; 18.03.11 – Meal to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Dorian Singers; 19.03.11 – Keyworth Players, The Hollow; 20.03.11 – Choral Evensong for Her Majesty’s Courts of Justice; 21.03.11 – Salzwedel Partnership Association, Annual General Meeting; 22.03.11 – Talk by Mayoress at Mill Lane Nursing Home; 25.03.11 – Amberfield School, production of “Honk”; 26.03.11 – Official opening of the Re-visit Felixstowe event; 01.04.11 – Mid Suffolk District Council; 02.04.11 – 30th Anniversary Concert by the Dorian Singers; 05.04.11 – Production of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by Colneis School.
The Mayor expressed his thanks to all who had supported the Mayor’s Charity Ball on 11th March, and was delighted to confirm that the evening had been both enjoyable and successful.  The Mayor gave particular thanks to those three Town Councillors who were not standing for reelection next term, and paid tribute to their contribution to the Council during the last four years.  A presentation of gifts took place to mark their retirement from Town Council office.

523.
PREMISES COMMITTEE

Items 423 – 428 of the meeting held on 1st February, 2011 were presented by the Clerk in the absence of both Chairman and Vice Chairman of this Committee.

Item 426 – Felixstowe Town Hall
A Member queried whether, with the main contractor of the Town Hall refurbishment project now in liquidation and the end of defects still unconcluded, an approach had been made to an alternative contractor.  The Clerk confirmed that the Technical Adviser was working closely with the appointed liquidator to conclude outstanding end of defects with the monies retained, and that an alternative contractor had indeed been approached.
RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

524.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 440 – 481 of the meetings held on 9th and 23rd February and 9th and 23rd March, 2011 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.

Item 446, 454 and 466 – Future of Suffolk’s County Parks and Recreation Sites

The Chairman explained that a recent meeting had taken place to examine further potential joint solutions to Suffolk County Council’s proposed divestment of the Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey Jetties under the New Strategic Direction programme.  Correspondence with Suffolk County Council exploring a potential link with a wider transport strategy had not been wholly unresponsive.

 RESOLVED that these comments the report of this Committee be approved. 
525.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 482 – 504 of the meeting held on 23rd March, 2011 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 485 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 10th January, 2011 – 9th March, 2011 amounting to £55,195.64 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 486 – Felixstowe Open Top Bus Tour Summer 2011
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council contribute £420 during the financial year 2011/2012 to Ipswich Buses towards the operation of the Felixstowe Open Top Bus Service.  This sum should be taken from the Town Council’s Enhancement and Promotional Schemes budget.


Item 488(d) – Report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 10th February 2011
In response to a question, the Chairman of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) reported that a letter had been received from NHS Suffolk‘s Director of Corporate Services regarding the Central Surgery proposed relocation, however the response did not advance understanding a great deal more.  A planned meeting with the Director of Corporate Services was now unable to proceed due to recent notification of his holiday absence.
Item 488(e) – Report of Cemetery and Allotments  Sub Committee of 28th February 2011
	RESOLVED to accept the quote from Brookes and Woods to resurface the whole length of the roadway for the sum of £12,948.87 plus VAT, and that the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Clerk should be given delegated authority to decide from which budgets the funds should be drawn, (noting that due to the substantial cost of repairs, the funding would need to come from more than one budget line).


Item 488(f) – Report of Highways Advisory Committee of 7th March 2011
The Chairman of the Highways Advisory Committee reported that he had been surprised at the recent response to the query regarding the gritting priority of Constable Road in which is located the Felixstowe Community Hospital, and he would be pursuing this matter with Suffolk County Council Highways colleagues.

Item 491 – Suffolk County Council Consultation on Future Provision of Open Access Youth Clubs
Councillor Newman reported that the meeting referred to in the minutes had taken place.  Those attending the meeting had considered it important to retain the plot of land on which the Community Education building and an adjacent building were located in public ownership.  Once this principle had been formally confirmed, then further, more detailed discussion could take place as regards future funding and responsibility. 
RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

526.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON FUTURE OF SUFFOLK LIBRARIES – RESPONSE FROM FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL AND DEVELOPMENT OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Clerk gave a verbal update to Members on the current situation regarding the current consultation by Suffolk County Council on the future of Suffolk Libraries.  Members were reminded that the Town Council had expressed an interest in exploring the possibility of taking on a more meaningful role in the future running of Felixstowe Library, and that it was understood that two other expressions of interest had been made to Suffolk County Council.  Members were referred to previous minutes of the Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee at which it had been confirmed that Suffolk County Council were looking to alternative provision for all County category libraries as well as Community category libraries, with the aim of reducing costs.   
The Clerk reported that the Town Council had been approached by staff in the Libraries Service and some initial work had been done in preparation of a proposal regarding the future running of the library.  This proposal envisaged a joint solution with Libraries staff, with the Town Council being the official body with responsibility for running the library while delegating operational and administrative functions via duly constituted arrangements.

The Clerk reported that should the Council be so minded, a response should be submitted to Suffolk County Council by 30th April, the date on which the public consultation would close.  It was understood that following this date Suffolk County Council would review any submissions made to the consultation, and report to the Cabinet in July.  Following that, a worked up business case would be required from organisations wishing to take on management of a library.  Should no response be submitted by 30th April, then the Town Council would not be able to take further part in the divestment process.  If a submission was made, the Town Council could chose to withdraw from the process at a later stage.  The Clerk referred to the fact that this was the last Council meeting with the benefit of Town Councillors who had engaged with the New Strategic Direction and the Library review thus far.  It was therefore a timely opportunity to demonstrate support to engaging in further dialogue in the next stage of the process, and to work towards developing a business case.  The Clerk recommended the establishment of a Working Party to look at the proposal in more detail, with the appropriate delegated authority to progress the proposal, then return to Council for a decision.
Following discussion and acknowledging the significance of the continuance of the Library in the public realm, it was 
RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council submit a response to Suffolk County Council confirming the Town Council’s intention following its initial expression of interest to develop a joint proposal with Libraries staff for the future management and running of Felixstowe Library, and establish a Working Party with delegated authority to progress the development of the joint proposal.
CHAIRMAN
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