Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 5th August, 2009

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 5th August, 2009 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors A Goodwin [Mayor], Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, J Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Stokell, Smith and Webb.
160.   PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A member of the public asked whether Councillors were aware that the Cabinet    at Suffolk Coastal District Council had rejected the LDF recommendations and   had substituted different numbers of housing units.  She asked for assurances that Suffolk Coastal District Council would provide a meaningful consultation with Felixstowe residents concerning the latest housing figures.  She also asked what arrangements the Town Council were proposing to respond to the consultation.
At the request of the Mayor the Clerk replied that the Town Council had received notification from Suffolk Coastal District Council that there would be a consultation period starting in September 2009.  The Plans Committee of the Town Council had discussed this notification and had agreed that an Extraordinary meeting of the Council would be held to consider and agree a response to the consultation.  This would be held in a large venue, such as the Orwell High School, to accommodate as many members of the public as possible.  The meeting would be held towards the end of the consultation period in order to allow members to inform themselves of local opinion.  The Town Council would be urging Suffolk Coastal District Council to consult locally. 

161.    PRAYERS
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Alistair Versfeld, Salvation Army.
162.  
  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 164; in items 58, 59, 61, 63, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 95, 96, 97, 100, 101, 102, 105, 106, 107, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118 and 119 of the Plans Committee report; in the items of correspondence concerning the resourcing of East Suffolk Lines Community Rail Partnership, the Edwardian Extravaganza and the funding request for St Marys Church Hall, upgrading and renovation; in items 53, 54, 110 and111 of the Newsletter Editorial Report; in item 80 of the Premises Committee report; in items 127, 128, 131, 133(b), 133(e), 135, 139 and 140 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in item 164; in item 167(b); in items 62, 64, 93, 94, 103 and 124 of the Plans Committee report; in the items of correspondence concerning the temporary closure of part of the A154 Garrison Lane, Felixstowe; in the request for advisory disabled parking bays in Hamilton Street, Hamilton Road and Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe and the resourcing of East Suffolk Lines Community Rail Partnership; in items 53, 54, 110 and 111 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; in item 80 of the Premises Committee report and in items 127, 128, 133(a), 133(b), 133(c), 135, 137, 138, 141, 142, 143 and 144 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillors Dangerfield, Jan Garfield and Savage declared a personal interest in the correspondence concerning the funding request for St Marys Church Hall, upgrading and renovation, as members of the Suffolk Coastal District Council Grant Task Group.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in the correspondence concerning the request for advisory disabled parking bays in Hamilton Street, Hamilton Road and Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe as the owner of a taxi business in the vicinity of the bays.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0768 as the employer of the applicant’s parent.

Councillors A Goodwin and J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/0800 as the owners of 18 Felix Road.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 107 of the Plans Committee report as the neighbour of the site.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in item 133(a) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the League of Friends of Felixstowe Hospital.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 142 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a resident of the area.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 138 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a Governor of the Orwell High School.
Councillors Jan and Jon Garfield declared a personal interest in item 133(a) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a close relative of an employee of Ipswich Hospital.

163.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Newman and Ninnmey.
164. 
MINUTES MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 3rd JUNE, 2009
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3rd June, 2009 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

165.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 05.06.09 – Alcohol Awareness Roadshow at Deben High School, Deputy; 06.06.09 – Last Night of the Proms organised by the King Georges Fund for Sailors; 10.06.09 – Fiddler on the Roof by the Felixstowe Musical Theatre; 11.06.09 – Meeting with ex soldier Patrick Peevers; 12.06.09 – Sustrans National Cycle Network, Tour De Route 51, meet with the cyclists; 12.06.09 – East Anglian Goldring Motorcycles, judging of the Light Parade; 12.06.09 – Private viewing of GCSE level Summer Exhibition by Deben High School, Deputy; 13.06.09 – Unveiling and blessing of a Coastal Forces Commemorative Plaque at Landguard Point Viewing Area; 15.06.09 – Marie Curie Cancer Care Suffolk Nursing Appeal Launch; 18.06.09 – Review of Percutaneous Coronary Intervention by Professor Boyle; 23.06.09 – Summer Concert by Deben High School; 24.06.09 – Felixstowe and District Citizens Advice Bureau, Annual General Meeting, Deputy; 24.06.09 – 70th Anniversary Lunch of the Inner Wheel Club of Felixstowe, Deputy; 25.06.09 – Litter Pick at the Pier; 25.06.09 – Reception to celebrate 100 years of the Spa Pavilion; 26.06.09 – Welcome to Salzwedel visitors; 26.06.09 – Drinks and canapés with the High Sheriff of Suffolk, Deputy; 26.06.09 – Lions Club of Felixstowe, 31st Charter Dinner and Dance; 27.06.09 – Civic Reception for visitors from Salzwedel; 27.60.09 – Opening of the Marlesford Village Fete; 28.06.09 – Martlesham Aviation Society, unveiling and dedication of plaque; 29.06.09 – Giving back to the Community organised by Orwell High School; 29.06.09 – Orwell District Scouts, Annual General Meeting; 30.06.009 – Launch of Felixstowe in Flower; 30.06.09 – Felixstowe International College, Prize Giving and Concert; 03.07.09 – Felixstroll, private view of James Fletcher’s photographs; 03.07.09 - Private viewing of A level Summer Exhibition by Deben High School, Deputy; 04.07.09 – Fuchsia Fantasia; 04.07.09 – Coniston Residential Home, Summer Fete; 04.07.09 – Sinfornietta performance at Landguard Fort; 05.07.09 – Judging of the Mad Hutters Tea Party; 06.07.09 - Review of Percutaneous Coronary Intervention by Professor Boyle; 06.07.09 – FACTS, Annual General Meeting, Deputy; 08.07.09 – Prize giving for Felixstowe and District Fuchsia Society; 10.07.09 – Meeting with Bulgarian man regarding housing issues; 11.07.09 – Finals of the International Lawn Tennis Championships; 11.07.09 – League of Friends of Felixstowe Hospital; 12.07.09 – Sea Swimming organised by the Suffolk School’s Swimming Service; 12.07.09 – Royal British Legion County Rally; 13.07.09 – Anglia in Bloom judging day; 14.07.09 – Launch of Felixstowe’s Blue Flag Award 2009, Deputy; 16.07.09 – The Mayor of Ipswich “At Home”; 17.07.09 – Mayor’s Reception; 18.07.09 – To open President’s Day at the Felixstowe Bowls Club; 18.07.09 – Mill Lane Nursing Home, Garden Party; 18.07.09 – Induction of Rev Ivor Smith at the United Reformed Church, Deputy; 19.07.09 – St Edmundsbury Civic Service; 22.07.09 – Impact meeting organised by Suffolk Coastal District Council; 25.07.09 – Foxgrove Retirement Home, Summer Fete; 25.07.09 – Queens Road Day Centre, Open Day; 29.07.09 – 70th Wedding Anniversary of Mr & Mrs Hewer at White Gables; 30.07.09 – Presentation of prize to the winner of the Mad Hutters Tea Party; 03.08.09 – Meeting with Twofour Broadcast at the Town Hall; 04.08.09 – To open the Felixstowe Art Group’s Summer Exhibition. 
The Mayor welcomed Councillor Jan Garfield as a member of the Town Council.

The Mayor congratulated Councillor Savage on her award of an MBE.  All the members of the Council joined the Mayor in congratulating Councillor Savage.

The Mayor thanked all those members of the Council who had attended and supported her at her Reception.  This had been an outstanding occasion and she thanked the Hotel Elizabeth Orwell for their excellent food and service.
The Mayor reported that she and her Escort had been amazed at all the hard work and the money raised for charity by the events that they had attended.
166.
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEE
The Mayor reminded members that Councillor Jan Garfield had been elected as a Councillor for the East Ward at the by-election on 4th June, 2009.  Councillor Garfield had indicated that she wished to become a member of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, the Plans Committee and the Appeals Committee.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that Councillor Jan Garfield be appointed a member of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, the Plans Committee and the Appeals Committee until the next Annual Meeting of the Council.


167.
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

a. The Felixstowe Fairtrade Forum
The Mayor reported that the Town Council had received an invitation to appoint a representative to the Felixstowe Fairtrade Forum.  The Forum was seeking “Fairtrade Town” status for Felixstowe.  The Council received an update concerning the Forum:

· Felixstowe Town Council has shown its commitment through a resolution, by serving Fairtrade tea and coffee at its meetings and by its support for Forum activities.

· Eight cafes in the town now sell two or more Fairtrade products
· A wide range of Fairtrade products is stocked in eleven different Felixstowe shops

· Two businesses provide Fairtrade refreshments for their staff

· Colneis School is well on the way to achieving Fairtrade School status

· Eight churches are Fairtrade churches

· Over one hundred people have joined the Forum and committed themselves to support Fairtrade principles and buy Fairtrade products
· The Forum has organised coffee mornings, health walks, competitions and displays during two successive Fairtrade fortnights
· It has publicised Fairtrade through the local media, through the Felixstowe Carnival and through regular public meetings, including a wine tasting evening

· Regular minuted Committee meetings are held

· The Forum has invested in Shared Interest

· The website is updated regularly

· A Fairtrade Fashion Show is planned for October 16th actively supported by Colneis School and a local amateur dramatic society (FADOS)

Members expressed their continuing support for Fairtrade status for Felixstowe.  They agreed that it would be appropriate to appoint a representative to the Forum and it was unanimously:

	RESOLVED to appoint Jon Garfield, Deputy Mayor, as the Town Council’s representive on the Steering Group of the Fairtrade Forum.



b. Suffolk LINk Core Group

The Chairman of the Community Services Group reported that the Town Council had been invited to nominate a representative to stand for election for Suffolk LINk.  This was a group which represented the interests of individuals and patients in the NHS.  So far the activities of the Group had been disappointing.  In discussion it was explained that the contract for the administration of LINk had been awarded to the Shaw Trust.  It was intended that it should be a link between local people and the Health Service.  So far it had been a temporary Group.  The local County Councillors had expressed their great concern about the Group and the fact that it was not holding any meetings within Felixstowe.

Members agreed that it would be very valuable for a representative from Felixstowe to be part of the Suffolk LINk Core Group.  It was suggested that either former Councillor Malcolm Minns or Peter Mellor might be appropriate representatives.  The Clerk and the Chairman of the Community Services Group were asked to contact Mr Minns and Mr Mellor to establish whether they were standing for election and to indicate the support of the Town Council if they were.  It was:

	RESOLVED to give delegated authority to the Chairman of the Community Services Group and the Clerk to vote in any elections for the LINk Core Group. 


168.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 56 – 124 of the meetings held on 3rd and 17th June and 1st and 15th July, 2009 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item 60 – CO9/0764 – Erection of three storey dwelling and double garage (details required by outline planning permission CO7/2294) at land adjacent railway line, Mill Lane, Felixstowe.

The Chairman explained that this was a very bizarre application within 9 metres of the railway line.  However, Suffolk Coastal District had already given planning permission for a similar dwelling on this site.
Item 101 – CO8/1656 – Erection of 5 dwellings and alterations to existing vehicular access at garage site, Langer Road, Felixstowe.
The Chairman explained that this site had been absolutely bedevilled by the interpretation of the flood risk guidelines by the EA Eastern Division.  They failed to distinguish between areas subject to inland flooding and coastal areas with good defences.  The current proposal for the site would be built on top of a high brick wall closely adjacent to the back gardens in Langer Road.  As a result of the interpretation of the guidelines the whole of the south area of Felixstowe was currently effectively blighted.

	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


169.
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Temporary closure of part of the A154 Garrison Lane, Felixstowe
Members noted correspondence from Suffolk County Council informing the Town Council of the temporary closure of part of the A154 Garrison Lane on 26th and 27th August to enable Anglian Water sewer works.

b. Request for advisory disabled parking bays – Hamilton Street, Hamilton Road    

    and Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe.

Members considered correspondence from the Environment and Transport Service Delivery Department, Suffolk County Council concerning disabled parking bays.  The correspondence stated that requests for bays in Hamilton Street and Hamilton Road had been refused.  The request for Gainsborough Road met the guidelines for the provision of a marking and the views of the Town Council were sought concerning this request.

Members agreed that a disabled parking bay should be provided in Gainsborough Road.  During discussion it was pointed out that the correspondence referred to additional disabled parking bays in Hamilton Road and Wolsey Gardens.  There appeared to be an implication that these bays would be available for long term parking.  Members hoped that these bays would be time restricted in order to contribute to the vitality and viability of the Town Centre.  The Clerk was asked to clarify this issue with the Highways Department.

c. Resourcing of East Suffolk Lines Community Rail Partnership
Members noted a letter from the Passenger Transport Policy Officer at Suffolk County Council suggesting that a Community Rail Partnership Officer could be appointed and asking for a contribution from Felixstowe Town Council.

The Clerk reminded members that the Town Council was a member of the Community Rail Partnership and contributed £1,000 a year.  The Partnership was an important lobbying organisation for the improvement of passenger rail services and produced useful publications such as the Line Guide and a footpaths leaflet.

It was agreed to refer this matter to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  The Clerk was asked to provide further information concerning the role of the CRP Officer.


d. Edwardian Extravaganza
Members considered correspondence from the television company, Twofour, which was currently making a television series about British seaside resorts, including Felixstowe.  The company was planning to help organise an Edwardian Extravaganza on Bank Holiday Monday – August 31st and was seeking a financial contribution from the Town Council.
Members discussed the correspondence from Twofour.  The Mayor explained that this request had been received at very short notice and it was therefore necessary to deal with it at the current meeting of the Council.  During discussion it was explained that the television company was proposing to produce a programme with elements of the “Dragon’s Den”.  The purpose was to sort out local businesses.  Duncan Bannatyne would be giving views and advice to seafront traders.  It was important that the Town Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council should take a proactive stance to counter any possible negativity.  If the Town Council did not make a financial contribution this could be seen as a negative attitude by local authorities.  The concept of the Edwardian Extravaganza was a very good idea and fitted in well with Felixstowe.  It was important to establish within the next few days that there were local people involved, that the event would definitely take place and that there was a chance of it being sustainable for the future.  If these criteria could be met then the Town Council should support the event and it was suggested that a sum of £1,000 could be taken from the Premises and Enhancement Budget.  Members discussed this proposal.  They agreed that it was a good initiative although they expressed some concern that there might be parallels with the problems experienced with the Millennium Music Festival.  It was important that the Town Council sought guarantees that the television company was committed to the programme and would bear the financial risk.

After further detailed discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council contribute £1,000, taken from its Premises and Enhancement reserves, towards the Edwardian Extravaganza provided that it met the criteria discussed at the meeting.  This issue should be delegated to the Clerk together with Councillors Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings.



e.  St Marys Walton Hall – Request for financial assistance
Members noted a request for funding support for the upgrading of St Marys Walton Hall.  It was agreed to refer this to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  In the meantime the Clerk was asked to request accounts and other information from the applicant.
170.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Items 51 - 55 of the meeting held on 27th May and items 108 - 112   of the meeting held on 11th June, 2009 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.
	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


171.
PREMISES COMMITTEE
Items 76 - 85 of the meeting held on 11th June, 2009 were presented by Councillor Webb, Vice Chairman of this Committee.

	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


172.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 125 – 144 of the meeting held on 22nd July, 2009 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.

Item  128 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 13th May, 2009 – 8th July, 2009 amounting to £67,967.19 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 130 – Budgetary Monitoring
	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 30th June, 2009 attached to these minutes.



Item 131 – Recycling Credits

The Chairman reminded members that in view of the changes in waste collection it would be interesting to see the effect on recycling credits.

Item 132 – Review of Allotment Rates
	RESOLVED that allotment rents should be increased by 25p per rod from £3.50 - £3.75 in October 2010 and that the water charge per allotment should be increased from £3.00 - £3.25 in October 2010.


Item 133 (d) – Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th July, 2009
The Chairman reminded members that there was now a close and effective partnership between the Town Council and the Allotment Association.  The Allotment Association had volunteered to carry out further improvement works at the Cowpasture and Railway Hill sites.  It was therefore:

	RESOLVED:

a. That £550 be allocated from the Town Council’s Enhancement Budget  
    towards the hedging at Cowpasture Allotments and that the Clerk should 
    be given delegated authority to provide additional finance for the hedging

    adjacent to the meadow if necessary.

b. That £200 from the allotment budget should be designated for the 

    renumbering planting at the Railway Hill site.


Item 133 (e) – Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 21st July, 2009

At the request of the Mayor the Clerk explained that there had been a series of developments concerning the various items of proposed play equipment.  The Town Council had offered to bear the cost of the maintenance of the new equipment but Suffolk Coastal District Council had responded that it would only permit the equipment to be installed if the Town Council took over the ownership of the new equipment.  The Town Council’s insurance company had been approached and it did not appear that there would be any increase in the costs associated with the Town Council’s insurance policy if it took over ownership of the equipment.  There were now three separate sets of equipment which the Town Council would be required to own and maintain.  These were the Fitness Trail at Eastward Ho!, the Birds Nest Swing at the Play Area adjacent to the Old Felixstowe Community Centre and the Climbing Cone at Langer Park.  The Town Council would therefore be required to pay £60 per year per site for maintenance.  The Clerk had asked whether there would be any additional maintenance/repair costs but none had been identified by Suffolk Coastal District Council or Suffolk Coastal Services.
The Clerk had been in discussion with the Planning Department at Suffolk Coastal District Council about the equipment.  There was the likelihood that some or all of the sites would require planning applications to be made by the Town Council.  However, the cost of the applications could be covered from the Outdoor Play Space Fund.  The Clerk reported that she had been asked to consult the Council as to whether the Fitness Trail should be located at Eastward Ho! or Langer Park.  Members then discussed this issue.  It was explained that the members of the Council favoured Eastward Ho! on the basis that Eastward Ho! was already an established area for runners and walkers because of the space. A Fitness Trail would appeal to those who already run and walk and would hopefully attract additional participants. It would also provide an additional activity for those who used the area both as participants and spectators at the football games which took place at Eastward Ho! It would be an attractive and healthy activity for the many family members accompanying the footballers who were present on the site and for whom there were currently no sporting opportunities.  Langer Park was a much more confined space which was not suitable for runners and walkers and did not attract them. The space would be further reduced and filled by the new play area.  After discussion it was unanimously:

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council agree to become the owner of the Fitness Trail, the Birds Nest Swing and the Climbing Cone.  It would submit planning applications where necessary, funded from the Outdoor Play Space Fund.  It would enter into a contract with Suffolk Coastal Services for the inspection and maintenance of all three items of equipment.  It would enter into a legal agreement with Suffolk Coastal District Council to maintain the equipment for five years but there would be no obligation on the Town Council to replace the equipment at the end of the five year period.


Item 135 – Boundary Committee Review

It was explained that the Boundary Committee had appealed against the judgement against it.  However, it was currently the legal vacation and there were therefore likely to be further delays.   
Item 138 - Felixstowe New Secondary School Competition
It was explained that a further meeting had been held for the New Secondary School Competition and the meeting had been attended by 80 people.
Item 139 – Exercising of dogs in the Felixstowe area

The Chairman explained that this item had been deferred until the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee so that Councillor Newman could take part in the debate.  The Clerk had been asked to send copies of previous correspondence concerning this matter to Councillor Newman.  A member told the Council that she had been contacted by a very irate resident because of dog excrement at Landguard.  It was hoped that the Warden appointed by the new Landguard Partnership would educate people concerning this.

Item 140 – Consultation on Suffolk Coastal’s Climate Change Strategy  
The Chairman reminded members that they were being asked to comment individually concerning this Consultation.
RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.
CHAIRMAN
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