Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3rd August, 2011

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 3rd August, 2011 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors D Savage (Mayor), Barber, Bird, Morris, Sharman, Slemmings, Smith, Walker and Webb.  
     122.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A member of the public asked whether the Town Council could intervene to improve the overgrown state of the hedge at Cavendish market site.  The questioner had unfortunately sustained an injury due to the hedge overrunning onto the pathway.  It was understood that the hedge had been trimmed back to the wall previously, however this had not been maintained.  In responding, the Mayor requested that the member of the public write to the Clerk outlining the above and upon receipt the Clerk could then take up the matter with the relevant site owner.
123.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d David Kemble, Trinity Methodist Church.
124.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Morris, Savage, Sharman, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 126; in items 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 90, 91, 92, 93, 95, 105, 106, 107, 109, 110, 111, 113, 114, 118 and 119 of the Plans Committee report; in items 85 and 86 of the Town Members Committee report; in items 100 and 101 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; and in items 118, 119, 121(a), 121(b) and 121(c) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Barber declared a personal interest in item 132; in item 108 and 121 of the Plans Committee report; in items 100 and 101 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 118, 119, 121(a), 121(b) and 121(c) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of Suffolk County Council.

125.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Newman, Sennington, Stokell and Williams.
126. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 1st JUNE, 2011
The minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 1st June, 2011 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

127.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 02.06.11 – Suffolk Show; 05.06.11 – RNLI Weekend at Felixstowe Ferry; 06.06.11 – Funeral Service of Mr Michael Tull; 10.06.11 – Summer Concert in aid of the Hope Trust; 11.06.11 – Open the Royal British Legion’s 90th Anniversary Celebrations; 13.06.11 – Catholic Women’s League, 50th Anniversary; 15.06.11 - Felixstowe and District Citizens Advice Bureau, Annual General Meeting; 16.06.11 – Felixstowe Musical Theatre’s Production of the Wizard of Oz; 18.06.11 – Musical Festival to celebrate the Salvation Army’s 125th Anniversary; 19.06.11 – Opening of the Shared Space Scheme; 20.06.11 – Launch of the Safe Place Scheme; 23.06.11 – Colneis Junior School, Summer Fete, Deputy Mayor; 23.06.11 – Deben and Orwell High School’s Joint School’s AS/A” Art and Photography Exhibition, Deputy Mayor; 24.06.11 – Felixstowe International College, Prize-giving Day; 25.06.11 – Music by the Riverside in aid of Seafarers UK; 26.06.11 – Wedding of a relation of the owner of the Blue Naan; 27.06.11 – FACTS, Annual General Meeting; 28.06.11 – Orwell District Scouts, Annual General Meeting; 30.06.11 – Launch of Felixstowe in Flower; 02.07.11 – Fuchsia Fantasia; 02.07.11 – Lions Club of Felixstowe, 33rd Charter Anniversary Dinner; 03.07.11 – Darell’s Day at Landguard Fort; 04.07.11 – Deben High School, Celebration Event; 06.07.11 – To meet students from the County Upper School, Bury St Edmunds prior to their litter pick in Felixstowe; 09.07.11 – East of England International Lawn Tennis Championships, Finals Day; 10.07.11 – Civic Service; 11.07.11 – Presentation to the Prize Draw winner from the Suffolk Show; 14.07.11 – Deben High School, Summer Concert; 15.07.11 – Reception for visitors from the Salzwedel Association; 17.07.11 – Sea Swimming organised by the Suffolk School’s Swimming Service; 17.07.11 – Felixstowe & District Horticultural Society, presentation of prizes; 23.07.11 – To open the Foxgrove Retirement Home’s Summer Fete; To open the Leopold Road Nursing Home’s Summer Fete, Deputy Mayor; 30.07.11 – Royal British Legion Riders Branch National Rally; 01.08.11 – Meeting with students at the Town Hall from Felixstowe Town International College; 02.08.11 – Official opening of Gymophobics, Deputy Mayor.
128.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 49 – 121 of the meetings held on 1st, 15th and 29th June and 13th and 20th July, 2011 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item 57 – S.198 (TPO) Tree Work Application – Application to carry out work to a tree(s) protected by a Tree Preservation Order in accordance with section 198 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1992 and the Town and Country Planning (trees) regulations 1999 – location 16 Buttermere Green. 
Councillor Slemmings raised some ongoing concern at the refusal decision of the District Council to fell what was considered to be an unsightly and potentially dangerous tree at 16 Buttermere Green.  Following discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Slemmings should outline those concerns (which were generally supported) in a letter to the Plans Committee which would be forwarded to the District Council to inform the appeal.
Application CO7/2364 – Location: Cliff House, Chevalier Road, Hamilton House and car park, Hamilton Gardens, Felixstowe – proposal: Change of use of Cliff House from B1 offices to C3 residential use to create 18 residential units along with external alterations and erection of two new buildings comprising 37 residential apartments along with associated underground car parking and landscaping, demolition of Hamilton House.
The Chairman gave an update on application CO7/2364, and the developer’s request to the District Council to countenance a reduction in the number of affordable housing units.  Councillor Morris expressed some concern at the proposed reduction in affordable housing provision which was so keenly needed within the town.  It was confirmed that the Town Council’s position was in principle to oppose the reduction of affordable housing provision acknowledging that each scheme had its own set of circumstances.
C11/1177 - Change of use of public highway for placing of tables and chairs associated with the existing A1/A3 coffee shop use at 74-76 Hamilton Road at Part of Public Highway fronting 74-76 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

The Chairman gave an update on application C11/1177 and the increase in applications generally for outside tables and chairs in the centre of town.  Councillor Morris queried whether protective barriers should rightly be installed outside Café Nero, however the Chairman confirmed that it was understood that highways advice from Suffolk County Council was to the contrary.

C11/1259 - Construction of covered driving bays and golf ball recovery machine store at Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club, Ferry Road, Felixstowe.

The Chairman gave an update in application C11/1259 and in response to a question confirmed that the relevant store would be in a barn of wooden materials, in keeping with the location.
Items 80 and 81 – Untidy sites 2007/4 and 2008/5.
The Clerk was asked to clarify the annotation used for untidy sites.

C11/1380 - Siting of four static mobile caravans to provide holiday accommodation at Dooley Inn, Ferry Lane, Felixstowe.

Councillor Sharman queried whether any timing restrictions were in place for application C11/1380 namely from April – October.  The Chairman confirmed that the Plans Committee could only consider what was on the table before the Committee in terms of planning matters only.

Item 107 - Change of use & alterations of former Bartlet convalescent home to form 21 residential apartments; Conversion & extension to annexe to provide 7 residential units; Erection of 3 dwellings & provision of vehicle & cycle parking, bin storage areas, & hard & soft landscaping at The Bartlet Hospital, Undercliff Road , Felixstowe.
The Chairman confirmed that the volume of paperwork in connection with the Bartlet Hospital applications was considerable, and the Plans Committee had set aside a lengthy period of time for its consideration.  The Chairman reminded Members that the Plans Committee could only consider the application on planning grounds only, and not on matters related to the provision of healthcare.

Item 112 – Proposed East Anglia One Offshore Windfarm (The Project) – Proposal by Scottish Power and Vattenfall (The Developer) infrastructure 
planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) regulations 2009 SI 2263 (The EIA Regulations) scoping opinion for electrical transmission works.
The Chairman gave a most helpful summary of the complexities involved in this major project for an Offshore Windfarm, and its far reaching consequences.  The Mayor thanked the Chairman for his enlightening explanation of the project thus far.
Item 115 – Felixstowe Lawn Tennis Club.
The Chairman confirmed that an invitation by the Tennis Club to discuss a proposed application pre-submission had been politely declined to minimise any risk of purported influence or predetermination.  This had been the Town Council’s Plans Committee longstanding stance for many years.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


129.
TOWN MEMBERS COMMITTEE

Items 83 - 87 of the meeting held on 23rd June, 2011 were presented by Councillor Webb, Vice Chairman of this Committee.
	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


130.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 98 – 102 of the meeting held on 6th July, 2011 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.

Councillor Walker queried the Newsletter Editorial Committee’s decision not to include information regarding Councillors’ surgeries in the newsletter.  The Mayor as Chairman confirmed that such inclusion was inappropriate in the view of the Committee, and a number of other publications existed through which Councillor surgeries could be advertised.

	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


131.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 116 – 122 of the meeting held on 13th July, 2011 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 119 - Accounts

Councillor Slemmings updated Members as to the proposed cost of adding the strapline and logo “Great Days By The Sea” to the Town Council’s franking machine which was £80 + VAT.  Following discussion:

	IT WAS RESOLVED that £80 + VAT should be allocated from the Felixstowe Enhancement and Promotion Scheme budget for the purpose of changing the franking machine to enable outgoing post from the Town Hall to include the “Felixstowe Great Days By The Sea” strapline. 


	RESOLVED that the accounts from 11th May, 2011 – 29th June, 2011 amounting to £98,588.82 presented to this Committee be approved.


RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

132.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF LIBRARIES
The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the Cabinet report of Suffolk County Council which was discussed by the County Council’s Cabinet at their meeting on 19th July.  A subsequent update had been received from Suffolk County Council which was also circulated to Members.  In essence this updated all those organisations which had expressed an interest in running a local library.  Officers at Suffolk County Council were working on the preparation of business cases for three structural models of service provision and a pilot process was underway with eight pilot areas taking part (not Felixstowe).  Further information would be shared as matters progressed.
Councillor Morris commented that with this continuing uncertainty over the future of library staff, it must be a difficult process for those members of staff, and concerns were raised regarding their care.  In relation to Felixstowe Library, the Café Libra was an excellent resource particularly for people with learning difficulties and it was hoped that any model for the future provision of the library service would include that kind of resource (at Felixstowe and indeed elsewhere).

133.
CORRESPONDENCE

a.
Policing Suffolk

Members noted a Briefing Sheet from Suffolk Constabulary concerning Policing Suffolk, July 2011.

b.
Cancellation of Felixstowe Half Marathon - 2011
The Clerk drew Members’ attention to two letters sent to the Town Council by the Secretary of the Felixstowe Road Runners and a long standing member of the running club.  Both letters expressed disappointment, anger and incredulity at the cancellation of the Felixstowe Half Marathon 2011 due to the withdrawal of police support.
Councillor Sharman spoke articulately about the value of the race as a community asset, an outstanding annual sporting event and an excellent fundraiser for charities, drawing in hundreds of participants and spectators to the town.  Councillor Slemmings also emphasised those sentiments, considering the decision to cancel the event to be a perverse decision in the run up to the Olympics in 2012.  It was universally hoped that a swift solution could be found, especially as other such sporting events were successfully held in other towns.  Councillor Morris suggested that a visit to Ipswich Borough Council who were working with local police including on risk assessments and training for similar events in Ipswich (including the Skyride in September).  The campaign at the Evening Star was referred to, and the public outcry at the decision and its implication.  Councillor Barber reported that an agreement with the police had been reached as regards the policing of the Felixstowe Carnival to which the Carnival Committee were contributing and suggested that contact be made with Joanna Spicer who was also Chairman of the Police Authority regarding the cancellation of this popular community event.
Councillor Sharman proposed a resolution of support for the event.  Following discussion:
	IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that The Felixstowe Half Marathon is not only an outstanding annual sporting event for many hundreds of participants and spectators and an excellent fundraiser for charities but also of real importance in the resort’s calendar of events.

Accordingly, Felixstowe Town Council gives its full support to the Felixstowe Half Marathon and calls upon Felixstowe Road Runners and the local police to fully discuss arrangements for the event in order to reach agreement whereby it may continue for future years.                


134.
FELIXSTOWE CARNIVAL

Councillor Barber distributed Carnival Programmes for this year’s event which was to be held on 13th-14th August.  It was hoped that this would be as an enjoyable and as successful an event as it was last year.  All were encouraged to attend and support the Carnival, and to promote the event as widely as possible.
 CHAIRMAN
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