Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 7th December, 2011

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 7th December, 2011 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors Savage (Mayor), Barber, Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Morris, Newman, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith, Stokell, Walker and Williams.
     281.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


A member of the public asked with regard to the forthcoming Felixstowe Futures open exhibition why this had not been scheduled on a Saturday.  The Mayor responded that the timing had been decided by Felixstowe Futures itself.  The exhibition was the first such event and was split into two sessions, one for members of the public and one for stakeholders.  This feedback would be passed on and it was hoped this would be recognised for future such gatherings.


Councillor Williams joined the meeting at this point.


A member of the public asked whether the objectives of the Felixstowe Futures team could be confirmed, as well as their identity and accountability.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Smith responded that these were a small number of District Council officers.  Originally the team had been set up to co-ordinate a number of separate opportunities and arrangements in connection with the David Lock report, the Haven Gateway Partnership and the East of England Development Agency, in order to better co-ordinate funding opportunities and outcomes.  The team had no executive responsibilities which rested with relevant partners.

A member of the public asked whether the Town Council was aware following NHS Suffolk’s Board meeting on 30th November that NHS Suffolk’s intention was to split into two clinical commissioning groups, and whether the Community Services Group had been successful in engaging with the consortia.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Jan Garfield responded that efforts had been made by the Community Services Group to engage with NHS Suffolk and that this matter was being pursued.  
282.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d John Aston, St Peter and St Pauls Church.
283.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Morris, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 285, 291, 293 and 294; and in items 196 to 203 inclusive, 220 to 225 inclusive, 228 to 236 inclusive, 240 to 244 inclusive and 269 to 279 inclusive of the Plans Committee report; and in items 247, 249, 250 and 251 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors Barber and Newman declared a personal interest in items 285, 291, 292, 294 and 296 as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Morris declared a personal interest in item 285 as a member of the Felixstowe Fairtrade Forum and in item 293 as a member of Optua.

Councillor Williams declared a prejudicial interest in item 292 as a Gulpher Road resident.

284.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Sharman and Webb.
285. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 5th OCTOBER, 2011
The minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 5th October, 2011 were confirmed as a true record by those present and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
Councillor Morris enquired as to the current position regarding the possibility of a Fairtrade Town Sign.  Councillor Newman confirmed that drawings had been prepared and the matter was scheduled for the next meeting of the Highways Advisory Committee.
286.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 07.10.11 – Sounds Familiar by the Ipswich Operatic & Dramatic Society; 08.10.11 – opening of the Boost Youth Organisation Shop; 09.10.2011 – Needham Market Civic Service; 12.10.2011 – Open Evenings at the Felixstowe Academy; 18.10.2011 – re-launch of the Clarks shoe shop; 18.10.2011 – Autumn meeting of Felixstowe Travel Watch; 20.10.2011 – opening ceremony of Ipswich East Fire Station; 20.10.2011 – Landguard photography competition, presentation of prizes; 21.10.2011 – Felixstowe Fairtrade Forum, AGM; 22.10.2011 – Underneath the Arches, Stage Door Theatre Company; 25.10.2011 – Community Awards Night; 28.10.2011 – 31.10.2011 – visit to Wesel for the Hansefest; 05.11.2011 – Felixstowe Ferry Youth Sailing, laying up lunch; 06.11.2011 – Felixstowe Gift Fair; 07.11.2011 – Harvest House, Annual Charity Sale; 10.11.2011 – League of Friends presentation to the Physiotherapy Department at Felixstowe Community Hospital; 10.11.2011 – GCSE awards evening at the Garrison Campus, Felixstowe Academy; 11.11.2011 – Two minutes silence at the War Memorial; 13.11.2011 – Remembrance Sunday service at the United Reformed Church followed by the Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial; 18.11.2011 – Children in Need event at Mannings; 20.11.2011 – Craft Fair in aid of Guide Dogs Association; 20.11.2011 – Ipswich Mayor’s Multi-Faith Celebration of Community; 22.11.2011 – visit of the Chinese Minister of Transport , Mr Li Shenglin to the Port of Felixstowe; 22.11.2011 – Felixstowe & District Friendly Visiting Service, Christmas Lunch; 26.11.2011 – The Lions Club of Felixstowe, switch on the Christmas lights; 26.11.2011 – 4 Seasons Theatre Group performance of The King and I; 27.11.2011 – Rose Care, Christmas Party; 29.11.2011 – Felixstowe Carnival Association, AGM; 02.12.2011 – Orwell and District Scouts Carol Service; 03.12.2011 – Victorian Christmas Market; 03.12.2011 – Gourmet Evening at the Firs.
287.
ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS ISSUES ARISING FROM ANNUAL AUDIT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st MARCH 2011
Members considered an Action Plan to address issues arising from the annual external audit for the year ending 31st March 2011.  The Clerk confirmed that the last meeting of the full Council had reported to it the Issues Arising Report from the external auditor for 2010/2011.  Due to the compressed timetable of receipt, it was not possible to produce an action plan for the October meeting, hence its inclusion now.  It was agreed that the action plan be endorsed with the issues arising to be addressed via the Finance Sub-Committee by the financial year end.
288.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 195 – 280 of the meetings held on 5th and 19th October and 2nd, 16th and 30th November, 2011 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item 202 and 244 – Briefing session by Walton Green Partnership

The Chairman referred to the briefing session by the Walton Green Partnership, since when a public exhibition had been held to provide information on the current proposals for development at Walton Green.

Item 203 – Coalition Government consultation draft of National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

The Chairman referred to a lengthy discussion at the Plans Committee of the consultation draft of the National Planning Policy Framework, and confirmed that an appropriate response to the consultation had been submitted by the Town Council.
C11/2171 – Provision of a temporary modular building and external terrace area, to provide an interim visitor centre (pending delivery of a permanent facility) comprising a restaurant (with internal and external covers), toilets and an information and display area, and the provision of additional car parking and staff parking at Part of Landguard Terminal, Felixstowe Port, and part of the existing viewing area car park and land to the East (new car parking area), Viewpoint Road, Felixstowe

The Chairman reminded Members that the nature of this application was for an interim visitors centre.  Funding had been made available for a long awaited visitor centre via the then Felixstowe South Reconfiguration project.  The effects of the recession had meant that the overall project was delayed and had been split into two phases, therefore an interim visitors centre was now planned.  This was intended to be a smart modular building with catering and toilet facilities.  It was hoped that this could be delivered as soon as possible.
C11/2394 – Change of use of Hamilton Gardens from highway and parking to public open space at Hamilton Gardens and part of Cambridge Road, Felixstowe
The Chairman referred to this application which could only be described as bizarre.

C11/2590 – Erection of new academy and associated access, car parking, ancilliary works and demolition of existing Orwell High School (retention of community facilities with separate access from Maidstone Road) at Felixstowe Academy Maidstone Campus, Maidstone Road, Felixstowe

The Chairman reported that due to the volume of documentation submitted in connection with this application, the application would be considered at the next Plans Committee meeting on 14th December.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


289.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
Items 245 - 257 of the meeting held on 23rd November, 2011 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 182 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 15th September, 2011 – 14th November, 2011 amounting to £73,704.39 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 249 – Request for Felixstowe Town Council to fund two litter bins in Hamilton Road


	RESOLVED that the Town Council fund a bin to be placed at the lower part of Hamilton Road at the cost of £400 + VAT from the environmental fund of recycling credits.


Item 250 – Felixstowe Town Sign
	RESOLVED that the Town Council ask Felixstowe Futures to examine the production of a town sign to be based at the Triangle exploring associated links with the Felixstowe Great Days By The Sea logo, potentially with date reference to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  In parallel, consideration should be given to how the artwork produced by the children and young people via the Youth Forum could be used in other ways.


Item 251 – Felixstowe 2012 celebrations

	RESOLVED that the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, be given delegated authority to spend up to £200 from the Felixstowe Enhancement and Promotion budget on goods relating to the 2012 celebrations.


Item 252(c) – Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 10th November, 2011

The Chairman reported that the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee had reviewed the current charges for Felixstowe Cemetery and had recommended charges for 2012/13, some of which remained the same and some of which were increased.  Some concerns were expressed that with further details emerging of the impact of the Localism agenda on Town and Parish Councils, it would be preferable to consider the level of cemetery charges for 2012/13 in the round at the next meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee which would be examining the entirety of the Town Council’s budget.
A Member made a proposal which was seconded that the proposed cemetery charges for 2012/13 be put before the Finance Sub-Committee to be considered in the round in setting the Council’s budget for 2012/13, and the charges be amended if so appropriate.  A vote was taken and the resolution was passed with one abstention and one vote against.

	IT WAS RESOLVED that the proposed cemetery charges for 2012/13 be put before the Finance Sub-Committee to be considered in the round in setting the Council’s budget for 2012/13, and the charges be amended if so appropriate.


Item 252(d) – Report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 14th November, 2011

Councillor Newman reported that it had been clarified that locality funding could be used to support the installation of the feeder pillar solution for the lamppost at the top of Bent Hill.  Councillor Savage reported that following press coverage of the situation, she had been contacted by the Felixstowe Freight Club who had made a donation of £500 towards the CCTV system and the installation of the new camera in the new year.

Item 252(e) – Report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 22nd November, 2011

Councillor Jan Garfield confirmed that the Healthcare In Felixstowe Event – Have Your Say would be held at the Town Hall as Broadway House was not available.  It was emphasised that the purpose of the event was to gauge opinions from members of the public, however the Group may not be in a position to solve any particular issues raised. 
RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

290.
TOWN MEMBERS COMMITTEE
Items 258 – 266 of the meeting held on 25th November, 2011 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


291.
SHARED SPACE SURVEY
Councillor Deacon gave a presentation on the findings of a Shared Space survey undertaken by members of his Group.  Recognising that the Town Council was not the local authority responsible for the Shared Space scheme (being Suffolk County Council), the survey had been undertaken to gauge local opinion on the scheme.  It was explained that the Suffolk County Council leaflet on the Shared Space scheme had been delivered to 500 homes in the North Ward and 500 homes in the West Ward, with a request for comments on the scheme.  56 responses had been received.  In addition, a street survey had been undertaken of c120 people of a wide range of ages including residents and visitors who had been asked for their views on the scheme.  Responses had been collated, revealing a cross section of views from users, some of whom were in favour, some of whom had concerns and some of whom preferred it as it was.  A number of concerns had been expressed regarding the courtesy crossings and some remaining confusion about whether pedestrians had priority over traffic.
A Member expressed the view that residents were more likely to have become accustomed to the scheme, however visitors to the town would be unfamiliar with the scheme, and signage continued to be an issue.  It was confirmed that Suffolk County Council were aware of concerns regarding signage and that the Highways department had been instructed to consider ways of improving signage including making signage more prominent, and more with in the line of sight of drivers. 

A Member expressed the view that the courtesy crossings remained confusing for both pedestrians and vehicles and the preference would be a return to pelican crossings.  It was confirmed that the scheme had been widely consulted upon including all safety aspects, and in the three years preceding the scheme there were 17 recorded injury accidents of which 6 were serious.  The reticence of users had the effect of promoting mutual giving way.  It was observed that this type of scheme appeared to operate well in other countries.
A Member expressed the view that the operation and experience of the scheme appeared to vary depending upon the time of day, and day of the week in Hamilton Road.  Concerns were also expressed at the dangers posed by and to cyclists travelling down Bent Hill to a blind bend round a corner.

A further lengthy discussion took place including regarding blue badge parking, and parking enforcement issues including lorry parking on Hamilton Road. It was clarified that only those vehicles allowed to stop on the Shared Space scheme were blue badge drivers and delivery vehicles.  It was also confirmed that parking enforcement was one of the Safer Neighbourhood Team’s priorities at present.

Councillor Deacon made a proposal which was seconded that pedestrian crossings be reinstated in Hamilton Road.  The proposal was put to the vote and was not carried.  Councillor Deacon made a further proposal which was seconded that on a Saturday the Shared Space area be reinstated to pedestrians only as it was previously with the use of bollards.  The proposal was put to the vote and was not carried.  Councillor Deacon made a further proposal which was seconded that pedestrians be given priority within the Shared Space area at all times.  Some reservation was expressed about the achievability of this under the Highway Code.  The proposal was put to the vote and was not carried.

The Mayor thanked Councillor Deacon for the work undertaken in carrying out this survey.

292.
GULPHER ROAD TRAFFIC ISSUES
Councillor Williams left the room during discussion of this item.
Councillor Deacon referred to a previous discussion at Council on the issue of traffic speeding on Gulpher Road.  Councillor Deacon reported that an incident had taken place recently where a vehicle had turned over in a hedge and contact with an LPG tank had narrowly been avoided.  Councillor Deacon referred to the fact that the Town Council had previously supported a request to Suffolk County Council to place a 30mph speed restriction on Gulpher Road and that this request had been rejected by the County Council’s Speed Limit Assessment Panel.  In the light of this most recent incident, it was agreed that the Town Council should again write to the County Council expressing concerns, and requesting that consideration be given to the installation of some reflective posts on the road.  
293.
CONSULTATION ON CHANGES TO MANAGEMENT OF CAR PARKS
Members considered the now formal consultation on Suffolk Coastal District Council’s review of the management of car parks and the charging regime in the district.  Members were pleased to note that the Town Council’s requested changes to what had originally been proposed had been accepted by the District Council and some proposed increases were proportionately not as much.
It was reported that a recent survey on the proposed changes undertaken by Optua had indicated that the vast majority were against them.  Councillor Morris made a proposal which was seconded that the Town Council welcomed proposals to improve the accessibility of Suffolk Coastal District Council car parks to those with disabilities, however taking note of the overwhelming opposition to changes to charges for blue badge holders in Suffolk Coastal District Council car parks, the Town Council urged Suffolk Coastal District Council to reject these changes to charges for blue badge holders.  The proposal was put to the vote and was not carried.
A Member referred to the proposed withdrawal of discounted car parking permits for beach hut owners, and opined that this proposal by the District Council appeared contrary to the promotion of tourism.  The context in which this concession came about was clarified and that its applicability did not generally apply to all car parks.  Following discussion, the Clerk was requested to write to Suffolk Coastal District Council expressing concern in this regard.

294.
JOINT BRIEFING SESSION TO TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS
Councillor Walker reported the main points from a briefing session he had recently attended at which representatives from Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Coastal District Council and Suffolk Police had outlined current and future budgetary challenges and the steps planned to address these. 
295.
LOCALISM ACT

Members noted a policy briefing note from the National Association of Local Council concerning the Localism Act.
296.
HERITAGE ORGANISATION FOR SUFFOLK

Members noted a public consultation paper from Suffolk County Council concerning a new heritage organisation for Suffolk.
 CHAIRMAN
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