Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd December, 2009

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 2nd December, 2009 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors A Goodwin [Mayor], Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, J Goodwin, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Smith and Webb.
377.    PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
           The Mayor enquired whether there were any questions from members of the 

            public.  There being no questions the Mayor moved to the next item of 

            business.

378.   
 PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d Michael Allen, Pastoral Care Workers Amongst the Elderly.
379.  
  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 381; in item 382; in items 251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 257, 258, 259, 262, 289, 290, 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, 297, 298, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 313, 314, 316, 317, 318, 325, 326, 327, 328, 332 and 333 of the Plans Committee report; in item 279 of the Town Members Committee report; in items 282 and 283 of the Premises Committee report; in items 303 and 304 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and items 336, 337, 340, 341(a), 341(b), 341(d), 341(e), 341(f), 342, 343 and 344 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in item 381; in item 299 of the Plans Committee report; in item 303 and 304 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; in items 336, 337, 341(b), 341(c), 341(d), 341(e), 342, 343, 346, 347, 350 and 353 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report and in the correspondence concerning the temporary closure of Bent Hill and Hamilton Gardens as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillors A Goodwin, J Goodwin and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 349 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as the recipients of twinning expenses.

Councillors A Goodwin and J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1316 as the owners of a nearby property.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1316 as the owner of a nearby business.
Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1220 as the owner of a nearby property.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1406 as a friend of the applicant.

Councillors A Goodwin and J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1523 as the owners of a neighbouring property.

Councillors A Goodwin and J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1534 as the owners of a neighbouring property.

Councillors Savage and Smith declared a personal interest in item 318 of the Plans Committee report as members of the Cabinet at Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in application C09/1645 as the Cabinet Member at Suffolk Coastal District Council responsible for sea defences.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 318 of the Plans Committee report as a trader in Felixstowe town centre.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 333 of the Plans Committee report as a trader in Felixstowe.

Councillor Ninnmey declared a personal interest in item 341(g) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the Bartlet Support Group.

380.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, Dangerfield and Stokell.
381. 
MINUTES MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 7th OCTOBER, 2009
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 7th October, 2009 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
382.
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 16TH NOVEMBER, 2009


The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on 16th November, 2009 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
383.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements; 09.10.09 – Collation of the Rev’d Canon Dr Judy Hunt as Archdeacon of Suffolk; 11.10.09 – Tasting the Earth at St Edmundsbury Cathedral; 12.10.09 – East Suffolk Mind, service show case event; 13.10.09 – East Suffolk Mind,AGM; 14.10.09 – Haven Seaports Exercise; 14.10.09 – Deben High School, open evening; 15.10.09 – Road safety and school crossing patrols, advertising a shortage of Lollipop people in Suffolk; 16.10.09 – Launch of eh St Elizabeth Hospice, Guinness Book of Records, Christmas day dip; 16.10.09 – Founders’ Day at Amberfield School, Deputy Mayor; 16.10.09 – Community Leaders Conversation, the challenge for the NHS in the economic downturn; 16.10.09 – Fairtrade Fashion Show at Colneis School; 18.10.09 – Stowmarket Civic Service; 21.10.09 – Launch of the Ipswich and Suffolk Muslim Council, Mayor and Deputy Mayor; 24.10.09 – Launch of the Poppy Appeal; 24.10.09 – Suffolk Phoenix Brass Band concert; 25.10.09 – the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, Collingwood, concert in aid of the King George’s Fund for sailors; 27.10.09 – ESTA Autumn meeting; 31.10.09 – Orwell District Scouts, firework and bonfire evening; 01.11.09 – Safer Neighbourhood Team, 5 a side football tournament; 02.11.09 – Celebration at St Felix Home for the Blind to mark their success in Felixstowe in Flower awards; 06.11.09 – Rehearsal for Remembrance Sunday; 08.11.09 – Remembrance Sunday; 08.11.09 – Felixstowe Gift Fair in aid of Myasthenia Gravis, Air Ambulance and Rwnadaid; 10.11.09 – 7th Felixstowe Scouts, launch of their Christmas delivery scheme; 11.11.09 – Britain has Talent in aid of Children in Need; 13.11.09 – Presentation to Mr Barker and Mr Bartholomes, Felixstowe in Flower; 19.11.09 – Opening of Lidl; 19.11.09 – Colneis Flower Club, 25th Anniversary Celebration; 22.11.09 – St Edmunds Catholic Church, St Edmunds Day Service, Deputy Mayor; 22.11.09 – Young People of the Year in Norfolk and Suffolk Awards Ceremony; 24.11.09 – Felixstowe Friendly Visiting Service, Christmas Lunch; 24.11.09 – Mobility Scooter Awareness Rally; 25.11.09 – Abbeyfield Society, Christmas Coffee Morning, Deputy Mayor; 26.11.09 – Opening of the Refurbished Saint Edmund’s Church Hall, Langer Road; 27.11.09 – Salvation Army Concert in aid of the East Suffolk Association for the Blind; 28.11.09 - Lions Light up Day.
The Mayor referred to her many and varied visits which had all been special in their own way.  November 11th had been very special, as had the Service of Remembrance on Sunday, 8th November which had been followed by the wreath laying at the War Memorial.  She had laid her wreath with great pride and had been very pleased that her grandson had also laid a wreath on behalf of the Sea Cadets.  She had thoroughly enjoyed the switching on of the Christmas lights which had been accompanied by a “snow fall”.  The Lions Club were inspirational in their work to renew and erect the lights and this year had been one of the windiest ever.

384.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 249 – 333 of the meetings held on 7th and 21st October and 4th and 18th November, 2009 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item 252 - C09/1458 – Erection of 12 apartments & 2 single units, including basement car park & visitors parking & associated landscaping at Stowe House (Demolished), 105 Cliff Road, Felixstowe
The Chairman explained that this was a long running issue.  The Town Council had been opposed to the demolition of Stowe House.  This application was slightly reduced in size but included two bungalows with very poor amenity.  Unfortunately, it was on the agenda of the Development Control meeting of the District Council with a recommendation for approval.
Item 258 – CO9/0339 – Proposed unit 11, Haven Exchange, Felixstowe proposal: application to vary condition 11 of planning permission C94/0770 to remove the time restrictions imposed by the condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicle inspectorate reference no:APP/J3530/A/09/2107883/NWF and item 259 – CO9/0423 – Location: land at Haven Exchange, Walton Avenue, Felixstowe, Felixstowe proposal: application to vary condition 7 of planning permission C97/1400 to remove the time restrictions imposed by condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicles inspectorate reference no: APP/j3530/A/09/2107884/NWF 
A member asked whether it would be advisable, when the member nominated to attend the appeal was unable to attend, to appoint a substitute.  The Chairman responded that this was a good idea.  Both these appeals had been refused by the Inspector.
Item 309 - C09/1505 – Demolition of existing public conveniences (which are to be rebuilt in the car park opposite) at Public Conveniences, The Triangle, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe

The Chairman reminded members that there was a plan to rebuild the public conveniences in the Crescent Road car park.  The Town Council had been assured that the existing toilets would not be demolished until the new ones were available.
Item 310 – CO9/1645 - Demolition of existing timber and concrete sea defences and the erection of replacement rock groynes, with associated shingle recharge of the beach and construction of revetment and walkway from Cobbold Point to Jacob’s Ladder at Felixstowe Beach, Undercliff Road West, Felixstowe
The Chairman explained that this was part of the evolving plans for sea defences.  The District Council was well on the way to submitting the PAR to DEFRA.  Currently there was a more optimistic prognosis concerning funding. 
Item 316 – Deben Estuary Partnership – Autumn Forum and newsletter
The Chairman explained that he had attended the Autumn Forum of the Deben Estuary Partnership.  The Partnership was very effective and professional.  The Environment Agency should be producing an Estuary Management Plan.
Item 318 – Proposed changes to car park management in Suffolk Coastal
The Chairman referred to the interesting comments made by the Plans Committee.  These were being considered at the District Council.
Item 333 – The Town and Country planning (environmental impact assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999 – land of North of High Road, Walton

The Chairman explained that this was the first formal sight by the Town Council of this very important issue.  He emphasised that this was not a planning application.  When a developer had in mind to submit an application for a major development he had to provide an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  The EIA would cover the whole range of effects of the development and the developer needed to know at this stage if an EIA were required and then provide a scoping report.  Suffolk Coastal District Council had chosen to put the EIA out to consultation.  The Plans Committee had considered the issues that needed to be addressed.
A member referred to the 2005 Masterplan by David Lock.  The area under discussion had been suggested as a business and enterprise park.  If the proposed scheme went ahead the supermarket would take up land that could be used for housing and asked whether the Masterplan should be brought up to date.  The Chairman responded that the David Lock report was a consultant’s document suggesting a potential Masterplan.  It was an input rather than an output.  The area could be used either for businesses or housing.  The Plans Committee had been trying to pick out specific issues for the EIA.  The view could be taken that this particular application was premature.

A member referred to all the various scenarios for the area and the Chairman responded that these were matters for major debate.
The Chairman emphasised that there was a great deal going on within Felixstowe including the sea defence proposals and Shared Space.  It was very positive that people wanted to invest in the town.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


385.
TOWN MEMBERS COMMITTEE

Items 277 – 279 of the meeting held on 8th October, 2009 were presented by Councillor Webb, Vice Chairman of this Committee.
The Vice Chairman explained that there had been a follow up meeting with Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning the Suffolk Coastal District Council consultation about the proposed objectives and the service efficiency review.  The meeting had been attended by Councillor Chambers and the Clerk who had put across the views of the Town Council.

	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.




386.
PREMISES COMMITTEE

Items 280 – 287 of the meeting held on 8th October, 2009 were presented by Councillor Webb, Vice Chairman of this Committee.
The Vice Chairman emphasised that the Town Hall was becoming very popular for meetings and weddings.  The new curtains had just been installed in the Council Chamber.  The Town Members Committee should be congratulated on delivering the Town Hall project.
A member asked about the problems being experienced with the lifts.  The Vice Chairman responded that they were in working order and the initial problem had been associated with the distribution of weight.  It was also pointed out that a ramp had been purchased in case of problems in the future.

The Vice Chairman explained that the new Caretaker had now been trained in Legionella Management.

A member asked about the bookings at Walton Community Hall.  At the request of the Mayor the Clerk responded that bookings were improving but there was still scope for additional use during the day.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


387.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 301 – 305 of the meeting held on 28th October, 2009 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.
	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


388.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 334 – 353 of the meeting held on 18th November, 2009 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.

Item 337 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 25th August, 2009 –10th November, 2009 amounting to £80,706.49 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 339 – Budgetary Monitoring

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to September, 2009 attached to these minutes.


Item 340 - Recycling Credits

The Chairman drew attention to the very good figures for recycling credits.

Item 341 – Sub-Committee and Working Party Reports

The Chairman referred to the extensive activity by the Council which has been demonstrated by the Sub-Committee and Working Party reports at this meeting.  He referred to the report of the Finance Sub-Committee which had made the arrangements for the recruitment process for the successor to the Town Clerk.  He welcomed the short listed candidates who were present at the meeting.

A member referred to the report of the Community Services Group.  He referred to the discussion concerning out of hours service and to the recent Scrutiny Committee meeting at the County Council at which the contract for the out of hours service had been discussed.  A member who had attended the Scrutiny Committee explained that a Working Party had been set up to discuss this issue but there was a very short time scale before the contract was to be awarded.  The Scrutiny Committee wished to see the contract and the Town Council and District Councils were fighting as hard as possible on this issue.  A member asked whether there was the opportunity for the Community Services Group to become involved but at the request of the Mayor the Clerk responded that the next meeting of the Group would take place after the contract had been awarded.
Item 342 – Control of Dogs

A member told the Council that this was an emotive issue.  Because of the publicity she had received a letter from the Felixstowe Dog Training Club.  The members of the club had undertaken to pick up dog faeces which did not belong to their own dogs.

Item 345 – Quality Parish Status

	RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman to produce any necessary documents to complete the Quality Parish Status portfolio.


Item 346 – Traffic Lights at the Junction of Garrison Lane/High Road West

A member explained that it was hoped that work would start soon on a four way pedestrian crossing and cycle lane.

Item 349 – Mayor’s Visit to Wesel and Salzwedel

	RESOLVED to contribute £150 each to the Mayor and the Clerk towards the fuel expenses for the journey.


RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.

389.
CORRESPONDENCE
Temporary closure of part of the U3129 Bent Hill and Hamilton Gardens, Felixstowe
Members noted a letter from Head of Legal Services, Suffolk County Council notifying the Town Council of the temporary closure of Bent Hill and Hamilton Gardens.
CHAIRMAN
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