Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting of 16th November, 2009

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Monday, 16th November 2009 held at Orwell High School 

Present:
Councillors: A Goodwin, (Mayor), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb.
319.
OPENING OF MEETING

The Mayor formally opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public to the Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council.  She explained that forty five minutes for public speaking had been allocated with each speaker being limited to three minutes.  After this the meeting would be restricted to member comments only.  The single item on the agenda for discussion at the meeting was the actual allocation of the number of houses across the Suffolk Coastal district and was not site specific.  She explained that there was a list of those who had already applied to speak, either on behalf of an organisation or as an individual, and the public speaking session would start with these.


The Mayor explained that before the public speaking session began she would like to draw attention to the fact that the Town Council had had notice from Suffolk Coastal District Council of an intention by Trinity College to apply for planning permission on land between High Road, Candlet Road and the Dock Spur Roundabout.  The Town Council had been informed of the Trinity College Environmental Impact Assessment and, although it was not on the agenda she would stress that the Town Council would be trying to influence this for the good of Felixstowe.  She reminded everyone that as this item was not on the agenda and it was therefore not for discussion at the meeting.

The Mayor then adjourned the meeting to allow a public speaking time.  Following the adjournment for public speaking the meeting recommenced.

320. 
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Slemmings, Stokell and Newman.
321.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 322 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in item 322 as a member of Suffolk County Council.
Councillor Ninnmey declared a personal interest in item 322 as a resident of a road servicing Felixstowe.

 322.
TO CONSIDER THE RESPONSE BY FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL TO THE CONSULTATION BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL CONCERNING THE SUFFOLK COASTAL LOCAL DEVELOPOMENT FRAMEWORK CORE STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT POLICIES – HOUSING DISTRIBUTION – UPDATED PREFERRED OPTION 7/09 – CONSULTATION (REGULATION 25) SEPT 2009 – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

The Mayor reminded members that comments concerning the response by Felixstowe Town Council to the consultation by Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning the Suffolk Coastal Local Development Framework Core Strategy and Development Management Policies – Housing Distribution – Updated Preferred Option 7/09 – Consultation (Regulation 25) Sept 2009 – Consultation Document needed to be submitted to Suffolk Coastal District Council by Wednesday, 18th November 2009, when the comments made by the Town Council and the comments of all other Town and Parish Councils and other interested parties would be collated.  She reminded members that the Town Council was in the same position as every other interested party in that it was a consultee only.  She reminded everyone that the number of houses allocated to the area had been reduced as requested at the previous meeting.  The reduction in numbers which had been secured in Felixstowe had to be made up elsewhere and those affected were fighting hard against their increased numbers.  There were still more consultations to come as part of the process.

She then opened the meeting for discussion.  The following Proposal was then made:

“Whilst we appreciate the contents of the latest document and the reduced number of houses proposed for the area, we would like assurances that building will only be considered on a strictly proven need basis.  We would also like assurances that brownfield sites will be used as a priority and greenfield sites will only be used as a very last resort.  There must also be clear and strong conditions attached to the provision of the necessary infrastructure, particularly in respect of the road system both within and leading to the town.”
In support of the Proposal it was stated that the proposer had attended all the meetings, had read all the papers and had listened carefully to the public debate.  It was necessary to send a strong message to Suffolk Coastal District Council.

The Proposal was then seconded.

In debate it was stated that whilst the rethink by Suffolk Coastal District Council was welcomed the number of houses proposed was still too large.  A degree of new build was necessary but should be mainly affordable.  The massive number being dumped on Felixstowe was too large for the town with its busy road structure and fragile employment.  It would be difficult to attract new employers because of the transport difficulties into the town.  The volume of housing would be too great and would damage the abundant natural habitat and top grade agricultural land.  Walton and Trimley were under particular pressure and there was the danger of grid lock.  Rural communities within the district were becoming unsustainable and required greater housing allocation so there should be greater dispersal of housing across the district.  The following Amendment was then proposed.
“That this Council accepts that there will be a need for additional housing, especially affordable housing, in our area but it should be developed according to the area’s needs, using brownfield sites first and wherever possible.  It calls on the Cabinet at Suffolk Coastal District Council to reject the LDF Task Group’s recommendation that Felixstowe should be targeted for such substantial growth and believes that such growth should be equitably distributed across the whole District.”
The Amendment was seconded.

Members then discussed the Amendment.  It was pointed out that there was nothing wrong with the original Proposal although the amendment was similar.  It was also argued that the numbers proposed were far beyond what was needed for a sound basis for the town.  The Master Plan had been a good foundation.  In the West Ward there had been a great deal of development but the only community asset provided had been a pub.
The Amendment was then put to the vote and a recorded vote was requested.

Those in favour: Councillors Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Sennington and Webb.

Those against: Councillors Savage and Smith.

The Amendment having become the Substantive Resolution further discussion took place.  It was suggested that the amendment ignored reality.  Felixstowe existed because it grew for many decades.  Houses were necessary for all those who lived in the town and the current houses had been built on what had been green fields.  The housing numbers were dictated by Government.  Felixstowe was taking less than its proportion of the district allocation.  One in three houses would be affordable.  Following discussion it was then:
	RESOLVED that this Council accepts that there will be a need for additional housing, especially affordable housing, in our area but it should be developed according to the area’s needs, using brownfield sites first and wherever possible.  It calls on the Cabinet at Suffolk Coastal District Council to reject the LDF Task Group’s recommendation that Felixstowe should be targeted for such substantial growth and believes that such growth should be equitably distributed across the whole District.




      A recorded vote was requested:
      Those in favour: Councillors Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan    
Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Sennington and Webb.

Those against: Councillors Savage and Smith.
The Mayor then thanked those who had attended the meeting.  She confirmed that the Town Council’s comments would be forwarded to Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The Mayor then closed the meeting.
MAYOR
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