Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 4th February, 2009

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 4th February, 2009 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors: Deacon [Mayor], Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings [for item 402] and Smith.
392.  
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A member of the public referred to the fact that confirmation had now been given that the site of the Deben High School would become redundant.  Bearing in mind that housing was an important issue in Felixstowe, would the Town Council be able to put forward its interest in the use of this site for housing.

The Mayor replied that the Town Council
had not yet discussed this subject.  The Council would let the member of the public know the outcome of any discussion.  At the request of the Mayor the Chairman of the Plans Committee emphasised that brown field sites, such as the Deben site, would always be used ahead of green field sites.  The County Council had not yet indicated whether any of the school sites would be available for development.

A member of the public asked whether the Town Council was aware that the state of the Golf Road Car Park was still a disgrace caused by irresponsible car drivers.  This had been referred to Suffolk Coastal District Council in the past but there had been very little action and he asked that the Town Council pursue this.
In response the Mayor explained that the Golf Road Car Park was Suffolk Coastal District Council’s responsibility.  The Town Council would chase Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning this.

A member of the public referred to the fact that in the past there had been 84 NHS beds in Felixstowe.  She asked whether the current beds available were adequate and what was the current occupancy rate.
At the request of the Mayor the Chairman of the Community Services Group responded that the Council had been in correspondence with NHS Suffolk on this subject.  The response had not been wholly satisfactory and had been difficult to interpret.  The Community Services Group had asked for more information about the figures provided.

A member of the public referred to the previous question.  He was concerned that the mathematics did not seem correct concerning bed occupancy.  When the Community Hospital was established it had been stated that the beds would be only step up, with step down in exceptional circumstances.  He had asked the PCT whether they considered 16 beds to be enough for step up use but had received an unsatisfactory answer.  He went on to refer to defibrillators.  He suggested that they should be available in shops in Felixstowe and he understood that there were defibrillators which were available which could be operated by untrained people.  He asked whether the Town Council could pursue this possibility.  The Mayor responded that the Town Council would discuss this and in the first instance it would be referred to the Community Services Group.
A member of the public thanked the Town Council for allowing flowers to be placed on the Flood Memorial.  He referred to a four foot drop that had now occurred adjacent to the promenade in the vicinity of the old Herman De Stern and asked whether the Town Council was aware of this issue and who would pay for it to be rectified.

The Mayor responded that he had not seen the current situation but it would not be the Town Council who would pay for any necessary works.  At the request of the Mayor the Chairman of the Plans Committee responded that he had not yet seen the problem area.  In response to the question of who should pay for any works, Suffolk Coastal District Council had handed over responsibility for the beach to the Environment Agency who were the clients.  From 1st October the beach was under “maintenance” as part of the contract.  The Environment Agency would be responsible for any maintenance.
393.  
 PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d Ron Rivers.
394.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Deacon, Bryant, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 396; in items 307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343 and 344 of the Plans committee report.  In items 372 and 373 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 348, 349, 354, 355(c), 357, 361, 362, 363 and 366 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors Deacon, Bryant, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a prejudicial interest in item 333 of the Town Members Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in item 396; in item 330 of the Plans Committee report; in items 399(a), 399(b) and 399(c); in items 372 and 373 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 348, 349, 355(a), 357, 358, 359, 360, 365, 367, 368 and 369 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of Suffolk County Council.
Councillor Deacon declared a prejudicial interest in item 310 of the Plans Committee report as an employee of the Port of Felixstowe.
Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO8/2072 as a friend of the applicant.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in application CO8/2108 as a member of the League of Friends of Felixstowe Community Hospital.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in application CO8/2108 as a member of the Felixstowe Locality Planning Group.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO8/2150 as a friend of the applicant.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO8/2158 as the owner of a neighbouring property.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO8/2158 as the owner of a neighbouring property.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in item 328 of the Plans Committee report as a friend of the applicant.

Councillors A Goodwin, J Goodwin and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 329 of the Plans Committee report as residents of the area.

Councillors Bryant and J Goodwin declared a personal interest in application CO8/2176 and CO8/2177 as patients of the Walton House Dental Surgery.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in application CO8/2176 and CO8/2177 as the Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Locality Planning Group.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355((d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Landguard Fort Trust as a Director of the Landguard Fort Trust.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355((d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a member of the body administering grants.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a trustee of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Councillor Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a trustee of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Disability Advice Service as a reserve member of the Disability Advice Service Committee.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Swimming Club as a member of the Club.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Sea Cadets as Chairman of the Sea Cadets Management Committee.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to Optua as the wife of the Company Secretary of Optua.

Councillor Bryant declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to Broadway House and a grant to the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association as a Felixstowe Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to Broadway House and a grant to the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association as a Felixstowe Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 353, 354 355(b) and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as the owner of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

The Clerk declared a personal interest in items 353, 354 355(b) and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as the owner of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

Councillor Dangerfield declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Deacon declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Dangerfield declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Deacon declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

The Clerk declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report in so far as they referred to the Salzwedel Partnership Association twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

395.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Gorski, Ninnmey, Stokell and Webb
396. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 3rd DECEMBER, 2008 
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3rd December, 2008 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

397.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 05.12.08 – Christmas visit to Coniston Care Centre; 05.12.08 – Christmas visit to Coniston House; 05.12.08 – Christmas visit to Queens Road Day Centre; 05.12.08 – Christmas visit to Highcliffe House; 05.12.08 – Citizens Advice Bureau, Christmas concert; 06.12.08 – Victorian Market, St John’s Church; 06.12.08 – Blue Cross Christmas Fayre; 06.12.08 – Lions Club, children’s Christmas party; 06.12.08 – St Felix Church, Christmas Party; 06.12.08 – Wesel Association, St Niklaus evening; 07.12.08 – Rose Care Christmas party, Deputy; 08.12.08 – Royal British Legion Christmas party, Mayor and Deputy Mayor; 09.12.08 – Visit to Felixstowe Cemetery; 12.12.08 – Christmas visit to Foxgrove Retirement Home; 12.12.08 – Christmas visit to Maynell House; 12.12.08 – Christmas visit to Margery Girling House; 12.12.08 – Christmas visit to St Felix Home for the Blind; 12.12.08 – Christmas visit to Mill Lane Nursing Home; 13.12.08 – Christmas visit to Bellstone; 13.12.08 – Christmas visit to The Firs; 13.12.08 – Landguard Fort carol concert; 15.12.08 – Air Cadets Christmas draw; 16.12.08 St Andrew’s Pre-School Christmas concert, Mayoress only; 16.12.08 – Amberfield Senior School carol service; 18.12.08 – Christmas visit to the Royal Mail; 18.12.08 – Orwell High School awards evening; 19.12.08 – Christmas visit to Westcliff; 19.12.08 – Christmas visit to Leopold Nursing Home; 19.12.08 – Christmas visit to the Abbeyfield Society; 19.12.2008 – Christmas visit to the Suffolk Retirement Home; 20.12.08 – Christmas visit to White Gables; 20.12.08 – Christmas visit to Yetton Ward House; 20.12.08 – Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association Christmas draw; 21.12.08 – St Felix Church carol concert; 21.12.08 – St Andrews Church carol concert; 23.12.08 – Heart Foyer Christmas party; 25.12.08 – St Elizabeth Hospice Christmas day dip; 25.12.08 – Christmas visit to the Fire Station; 25.12.08 – Christmas visit to Felixstowe Community Hospital; 25.12.08 Christmas visit to the Salvation Army; 12.01.09 – Grange Primary School presentation of Basic Skills Quality Mark; 12.01.09 – Port of Felixstowe New Year reception; 15.01.09 – Charity Ball meeting at the Hotel Elizabeth Orwell;15.01.09 – Launch of Suffolk Coastal District Council’s holiday guide 2009; 15.01.09 – Launch of “Let’s Get a Life” campaign, Mayor and Deputy Mayor;  22.01.09 – Seafarers’ Centre AGM; 25.01.09 – Churches Together in Felixstowe, Unity Week service; 27.01.09 – Holocaust Memorial Day at the Corn Exchange, Ipswich; 31.01.09 - Peter Pan at the Spa Pavilion; 03.02.09 – Charity Fun Day in aid of Level2 held at The Oaks Children’s Centre.
398.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 307 – 345 of the meetings held on 3rd and 17th December, 2008 and 14th January, 2009 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of the Committee.  
Item 308 – CO8/1891 – Redevelopment to form 43 sheltered apartments for the elderly including communal facilities and associated car parking and landscaping at 1 Undercliff Road West, Felixstowe.

The Chairman reported that McCarthy and Stone had applied for a good standard of sheltered accommodation on this prominent site.  The Committee had thought very carefully about the issues surrounding the loss of the Ordnance.

Item 340 - C08/2176 – Change of use from office to clinical/health care (Dental and podiatry clinics with associated administration/waiting and toilets) at rear of building at Walton House, 218 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe and C08/2177 – Internal alterations including widening of door opening, removal of building wall and creation of new studwork partitions to create new rooms at Walton House, 218 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe.
The Chairman explained that although this was a prominent building the proposed works were at the rear.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


399.
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Invitation for proposals to establish a new Secondary School in Felixstowe
Members noted an invitation for proposals to establish a new secondary school in Felixstowe issued by Suffolk County Council.  A possible site for the school was the current Orwell High School and the school would serve the communities formed by the catchment areas of Maidstone Infants, Causton Junior, Trimley St Martin, Trimley St Mary, Kingsfleet, Langer, Fairfield Infants and Colneis Junior School.  The new school would cater for pupils between the ages of 11-19 and provide places for 1800 pupils; 300 of these places would be for sixth form pupils.
b. Local Government Re-organisation 
Members noted an invitation from Suffolk Coastal District Council to attend a Town and Parish Liaison meeting on 23rd February.  In the event that the Boundary Committee did not make its announcement on 13th February the meeting would be cancelled.
Members also noted a letter from Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Town Councillors that Suffolk Coastal District Council believed that an enhanced two tier model based on the status quo should have been included for consultation.  However, if unitary local government was to be introduced, then Suffolk Coastal District Council believed that a three unitary pattern of East Suffolk, West Suffolk and Ipswich was the best model for Suffolk and the Suffolk Coastal district.  The letter enclosed pre paid cards to the Secretary of State.
c.  Temporary closure of Beach Station Road
Members noted a letter from the Head of Legal Services, Suffolk County Council notifying Felixstowe Town Council that Beach Station Road would be closed on 1st and 2nd March to enable Network Rail to carry out maintenance works.
d.  Felixstowe South Reconfiguration
Members noted an email from Costain Ltd concerning the piling operation which had begun at the end of January on the Felixstowe South Reconfiguration project.  The email emphasised that there was strict restrictions enforced around the working hours for the piling operation.  The timing of the percussive piling would be restricted to 08.00 hrs – 18.00 hrs, Monday – Friday and 08.00 hrs – 13.00 hrs on Saturdays.  No piling would take place on Sundays or Bank Holidays.  An independent specialist would closely monitor noise levels.
400.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Items 302 – 306 of the meeting held on 1ST December, 2008 and items 370 – 374 of the meeting held on 27th January, 2009 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.

	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


401.
TOWN MEMBERS COMMITTEE
Items 331 – 335 of the meeting held on 8th January, 2009 were presented by Councillor J Goodwin.
	RESOLVED that the reports of this Committee be approved.


402.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
Items 346- 369 of the meeting held on 21st January, 2009 were presented by Councillor Savage, Vice Chairman of this Committee.
Item 349 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 5th November, 2008 – 7th January 2009 amounting to £70,506.54 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 351 – Occasional Grants

No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.
Members then considered the recommendations by the Finance Sub-Committee and RESOLVED that the following occasional grants be made for the financial year 2009/2010 and that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
	Name of Organisation
	A grant be made of:

	Art on the Prom
	£350

	Boost Bus (Rotary Club of Felixstowe)
	£400

	Coastwatch
	£300

	Disability Advice Service
	£100

	FACTS
	£300

	Felixstowe Sea Cadets
	£500

	Felixstowe Swimming Club
	No grant

	Ipswich and East Suffolk Headway
	No grant

	Optua
	£200

	Orwell District Scouts (re St George’s Day)
	£150

	Seaton Road Methodist Church
	No grant

	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	No grant

	Suffolk Family Carers
	No grant

	Trinity Day Care Centre
	£200

	Vitalise
	No grant

	Total
	£2500


Item 352 – Budgetary Monitoring for the period October – December 2008

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn appended to these minutes.



Item 353 – Cemetery Charges 2009/2010

	RESOLVED that the Cemetery charges appended to these Minutes be approved.



Item 354 – Felixstowe Town Council Estimates and Budget 2009/2010

No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.

	RESOLVED that the estimates and budget appended to these Minutes be approved.



	RESOLVED that the amounts therein referred to in respect of wages, salaries, annual grants and the Mayor’s allowance be approved and the appropriate payments made.




	RESOLVED that the Town Clerk forward to Suffolk Coastal District Council a precept for £367350



Item 355 (d) - Report of the meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee of 12th January, 2009

Report of the meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee of 12th January, 2009


	End of Year Checks

	At the end of the financial year the internal auditor   checks the final annual accounts to ensure that they are correctly presented and comply with the Account and Audit Regulations.


	Risk Assessment and Financial Management

	The Internal Auditor carries out audit at the frequency and on the topics identified in the Town Council’s Financial Risk Assessment.


	Provision of Information to the Council

	The internal auditor provides informal notes for the financial administrator.  He gives a verbal report to the Clerk.  He makes a written report to the Council after each visit.  This report is presented to the Finance & General Purpose Committee and is recorded in the minutes of the Committee. 


	Qualifications of Internal Auditor

	The current internal auditor is a former finance officer from a Principal Authority.  He is a former Parish Clerk.



	


	RESOLVED to accept the report to address issues arising from the annual audit for the year ending 31st March, 2008 appended to these minutes.



	RESOLVED to adopt the financial risk assessment appended to these minutes.


Item 356 – HMS Ganges Youth Trophy
The Vice Chairman told members that there had been an article in the press concerning the HMS Ganges Youth Trophy.
Item 357 – Cold Calling Zones

The Vice Chairman drew the attention of members to emails concerning the possibility of a No Cold Calling Zone in Maybush Lane.  Members discussed this further information and noted that the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for the Maybush Lane area had suggested the No Cold Calling Zone.  The Vice Chairman explained that some of the concern expressed at the Finance and General Purposes Committee had been because members felt that legitimate callers, such as Avon, might be restricted but it had now been made clear that this would not happen if a No Cold Calling Zone were implemented.

It was therefore agreed that the Town Council should support a No Cold Calling Zone in the Maybush Lane area.

Item 360 – Temporary Closure of Footpath 62, Felixstowe 
It was pointed out that this was an Environment Agency project and that any representation should be made to the Environment Agency in addition to Suffolk County Council.

Item 361 – Felixstowe Coastal Path Project – Possible Lottery Funding

	It was RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council make an application to the lottery fund Awards for All towards the Felixstowe Coastal Path project and in particular the celebration weekend of the 4th/5th July 2009.



The Clerk told members that as part of the application to the Lottery Fund the Town Council would need a safeguarding policy for young people. Because the Town Council did not have routine unsupervised contact with young people it had not in the past introduced a safeguarding policy.  However, it would be prudent for the Council to adopt a safeguarding policy and this was an appropriate time to take that step.  Suffolk Coastal District Council had produced a safeguarding policy and she suggested that the Town Council adopt this policy suitably amended to reflect the particular circumstances of the Town Council.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council adopt a safeguarding policy based on the Suffolk Coastal District Council policy appropriately amended to reflect the specific circumstances of Felixstowe Town Council.



Item 363 – Consultation on Air Quality in Suffolk Coastal

The Vice Chairman reminded members that the Suffolk Coastal District Council’s air quality report had highlighted that the area around the Dooley Public House was 2º above the government’s objectives.  Measures were being taken to address this issue.

Item 365 – Flooding in High Road West
It was confirmed that Councillor J Goodwin had contacted Suffolk County Council on this issue.  The main drain was the responsibility of Anglian Water.  There was a very small outlet at the Grove.  The pipe went under the Exeter Road area.  Anglian Water was being uncooperative but Suffolk County Council was trying to address the problem.

Item 367 – Traffic Island Bollard Lights

The Vice Chairman reminded members that the member of the public was very concerned about this problem.  She had noted that in the recent bad weather the new reflective lights were obscured by dirt from the road.
RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.
CHAIRMAN






PAGE  
Page 8 of 12

