Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd February, 2011

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 2nd February, 2011 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors Jon Garfield (Mayor), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings.
429. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

The Mayor enquired whether there were any questions from members of the public.  There being no questions the Mayor moved to the next item of business.
430.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Reverend David Kemble, Trinity Methodist Church.
431.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings declared a personal interest in items 433 and 434; in items 350, 351, 352, 353, 354, 356, 357, 358, 359, 375, 376, 377, 378, 379, 380, 381, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399, 400, 401, 402 and 404 of the Plans Committee report; in item 385 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 411(a), 412, 413, 414 and 419 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report  as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 411(a) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a Member of the Board of Flagship Heritage Housing Association.

Councillor Jan Garfield declared a personal interest in item 412 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as Suffolk Coastal District Council representative on the Disability Advice Service.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 433 and 434; in items 355, 359, 360, 380 and 403 of the Plans Committee report; in items 411(a), 412, 413, 416 and 417 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report and in item 439 (a) as a member of Suffolk County Council.
432.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Newman, Stokell and Webb and noted on behalf of Councillor Smith.
433. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 1st DECEMBER, 2010

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 1st December, 2010 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.
434.
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 11th JANUARY 2011


Councillor Deacon requested that the Minutes be amended to more precisely reflect the amendment he had proposed, as added on to the original proposal.  This was agreed and with this amendment therefore, the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of the Council held on 11th January, 2011 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

435.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 03.12.10 – Orwell District Scouts, Carol Service; 04.12.10 – Victorian Christmas Market at St John’s Church; 04.12.10 – 4 Seasons Theatre Group of Suffolk, Christmas Spectacular; 05.12.10 – Rose Care, Christmas Party; 07.12.10 – Orwell High School, Annual Awards Evening; 08.12.10 – Reserve Forces & Cadets Association, Suffolk Forum; 09.12.10 – Cocktail Party in aid of St Elizabeth Hospice Day Centre; 10.12.10 – Amberfield School, Nativity Play; 10.12.10 – The Mayor of Felixstowe’s Civic Carol Service; 12.12.10 – Citizens Advice Bureau, Christmas Band Spectacular; 13.12.10 – Christmas visit to 14 Montague Road; 13.12.10 – Christmas visit to Foxgrove Retirement Home; 13.12.10 – Christmas visit to Maynell House; 13.12.10 – Royal British Legion, Women’s Section, Christmas Party – Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s Escort; 14.12.10 – Christmas visit to the Abbeyfield Society; 14.12.10 – Judging of the Christmas Tree Festival at the Salvation Army Citadel; 14.12.10 – Christmas visit to St Mary’s Nursing Home; 14.12.10 – Christmas visit to Highcliffe Nursing Home; 14.12.10 – Amberfield School, Carol Service; 15.12.10 Official opening of Dominos Pizza; 15.12.10 – Christmas visit to Merryfields; 15.12.10 – Christmas visit to Mill Lane Nursing Home; 15.12.10 – Christmas visit to the Firs; 16.12.10 – Christmas visit to Leopold Road Nursing Home; 16.12.10 – Christmas visit to Westcliff Nursing Home; 16.12.10 – Christmas visit to Cotman Lodge; 16.12.10 – Christmas visit to Coniston House; 16.12.10 Deben High School, Christmas Concert; 17.12.10 – Christmas visit to the Royal Mail, Felixstowe; 17.12.10 – Christmas visit to White Gables; 17.12.10 - Christmas visit to White Gables; 17.12.10 – Christmas visit to Suffolk Retirement Home; 18.12.10 Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association, Christmas Draw; 21.12.10 – Christmas visit to Margery Girling House; 21.12.10 – Christmas visit to Rowland House; 25.12.10 – Christmas Day Dip in aid of St Elizabeth Hospice; 25.12.10 – Christmas Day visit to the Fire Station; 25.12.10 – Christmas Day visit to Felixstowe Community Hospital; 25.12.10 – Christmas Day visit to the Salvation Army; 30.12.10 – Thanksgiving Service for Steph Stirrat; 10.01.11 – Felixstowe Carnival Association, AGM; 15.01.11 – Felixstowe Wesel Association, AGM; 19.01.11 – Seafarers’ Centre, AGM; 23.01.11 – Mayor of Ipswich Charity Burns Night; 19.01.11 – Unity Service for Churches Together, St John’s Church, Deputy Mayor; 25.01.11 – Mayor’s interview with Felixstowe TV; 26.01.11 – Exercise Storm Surge organised by Suffolk Constabulary. 
436.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 382 – 386 of the meeting held on 10th January, 2011 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.  Members agreed the newsletter was an interesting and colourful publication and the Clerk was thanked for her efforts.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the reports of this Committee be approved.


437.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 405 – 422 of the meeting held on 19th January, 2011 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 408 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 4th November, 2010 – 10th January, 2011 amounting to £64, 097.92 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 410 – Budgetary Monitoring

	RESOLVED that the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 31st December, 2010 attached to these minutes be approved.


Item 411(a) – Report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 24th November, 2010
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group which included items concerning sheltered accommodation, Bartlet Hospital, Felixstowe Community Hospital, Suffolk County Council Health Scrutiny, Minor Injuries Unit opening hours, Central Surgery, proposed relocation and the Queens Road Day Centre.
The Chairman reported that in response to a question, it had been confirmed that there were no publicly accessible defibrillators in Felixstowe.  The Chairman further reported that a visit was planned towards the end of March by a number of local Councillors to the Aldeburgh and Felixstowe Community Hospitals.  As regards the recent changes at Suffolk County Council to now a single Scrutiny Committee for all matters including Health, a Member confirmed that any Member can take any issue to the next Scrutiny Committee meeting at the County Council.  Members of the Council expressed disappointment at the lack of tangible progress being made regarding the future of the Bartlet Hospital, and the timing of future decisions.  The Chairman expressed a view that with the current wider changes taking place in healthcare and health service provision, an early dialogue with the newly announced GP consortia may be beneficial to better understand any local impact.
Item 412 – Occasional Grants

No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.

Members considered the recommendations by the Finance Sub-Committee and RESOLVED that the following occasional grants be made for the financial year 2010/2011 and that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

	Name of organisation
	A grant be made of:

	Art on the Prom
	A grant of £500 should be made and this grant should be reclassified as an annual grant from the Town Council

	Coastwatch
	A grant of £350 should be made

	Disability Advice Service
	

	Felixstowe & District Horticultural Society
	A grant of £100 should be made

	Felixstowe Hockey Club
	No grant should be made

	Home Start Suffolk Coastal
	A grant of £200 should be made

	Ipswich & East Suffolk Headway
	A grant of £100 should be made 

	Orwell District Scouts
	A grant of £150 should be made and this grant should be reclassified as an annual grant from the Town Council

	Seaton Road Methodist Church
	A grant of £500 should be made

	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	No grant should be made

	Suffolk Young People’s Health Project (4YP)
	No grant should be made

	Vitalise
	No grant should be made

	Total
	£1900 (with £200 remaining)


The Chairman explained that with £200 remaining to be granted, further information had been requested from both FADOS (Felixstowe Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society) and DAS (Disability Advice Service).  Following consideration of the supplementary information and further discussion, Members:

	RESOLVED that a grant of £200 should be made to FADOS.


Item 413 – Felixstowe Town Council Estimates and Budget 2011/2012

No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest.

The Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee introduced the estimates recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee and by the Finance and General Purposes Committee to adopt as the final budget for the Town Council for 2011/2012.  The Chairman explained the proposed Community Fund which would be a Town Council fund available for community support to be established mindful of the constraints on budgets in the current climate and the many service reviews which were taking place across other local organisations.  The operation of the Community Fund would be a matter for the newly constituted Council post election.  Following discussion:
	RESOLVED that the estimates and budget appended to these Minutes be approved.



	RESOLVED that the amounts therein referred to in respect of wages, salaries, annual grants and the Mayor’s allowance be approved and the appropriate payments made.




	RESOLVED that the Town Clerk forward to Suffolk Coastal District Council a precept for £417,300.



Regarding Suffolk Fire and Rescue’s proposals for the future of Felixstowe Fire Station, a Member confirmed that a number of public meetings were due to take place, and all were urged to attend and to share views.

The Chairman having been congratulated for delivering a difficult presentation,

RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

438.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 348 - 404 of the meetings held on 1st and 15th December 2010 and 12th January 2011 were presented by Councillor Jan Garfield member of this Committee.  Members were advised that the issue of Suffolk County Council’s proposed divestment of the Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey Jetties under its consultation of the Future of Country Parks and Recreation Sites was both problematic and ongoing.  
439.
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 – Goldstar Transport Limited, Hodgkinson Road, Felixstowe, IP11 3QT
Members noted correspondence from Suffolk County Council’s Trading Standards regarding the proposed storage of explosives on a site within the town.  Noting that the relevant safety considerations would be addressed by the Health and Safety Executive and that public advertisements had been placed in the local press, Members were content to note the correspondence.

b. Email from Member of the Public regarding Parking Restrictions on the 
    seafront
Members noted an email from a Member of the Public regarding Parking Restrictions on the seafront, in particular relating to weekend visitors.  It was suggested that this issue should be referred to Suffolk County Council’s Highways officers.

c. Switchover Help Scheme – Digital Terrestrial TV
Members noted an email update provided by Councillor Newman having attended a briefing on the Switchover Help Scheme – Digital Terrestrial TV, noting in particular the proposed date for “Digital Switchover Day” for the Sudbury transmitter which serves Felixstowe was scheduled for 6th July 2011.
d. Recycling Bank Provision
Members noted correspondence from Suffolk Coastal District Council notifying the Town Council that due to a spending review, a decision had been taken to cease the provision of recycling banks for paper and cans with effect from 1st April 2011.  Residents would be urged to continue to recycle paper and cans by making use of kerbside collection to which all households in Suffolk Coastal district have access.  It was planned to retain a glass bank network although with some changes.

e. Felixstowe Futures
The Clerk reported that since the last meeting of the Town Council, various meetings and discussions had taken place as to the future of the Felixstowe Futures team, in particular how the team could be funded.  In order to tie in with the Committee cycle at Suffolk Coastal District Council, under the accelerated procedures in place at the Town Council, a discussion had taken place between the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Clerk and it had been agreed that the sum of £2,000 be allocated from the Felixstowe Enhancement and Promotion schemes budget for 2011/2012 to support the work of Felixstowe Futures and the Seafront Gardens Heritage Lottery Bid Project.  This £2,000 would also leverage access to further LABGI funding available via the District Council.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that the sum of £2,000 be allocated from the Felixstowe Enhancement and Promotion schemes budget for 2011/2012 to support the work of Felixstowe Futures and the Seafront Gardens Heritage Lottery Bid Project.  


It was suggested that Joseph James, Programme Manager for Felixstowe Futures be asked to deliver a presentation to the Town Council on current progress.
CHAIRMAN
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