Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd June, 2010

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 2nd June, 2010 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors Jon Garfield (Mayor), Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Stokell and Webb.
     69.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


A member of the public asked, with the new Government having just released its housing policy including the abolition of local targets which was a significant policy departure from the previous criteria under which the Local Development Framework had been discussed, whether Felixstowe Town Council would be writing to Suffolk Coastal District Council to establish the impact of this.  


At the request of the Mayor, the Vice Chairman of the Plans Committee confirmed that once the implications of this revised policy had been considered by the relevant Committee at the Town Council, there would be appropriate engagement with Suffolk Coastal District Council.


A member of the public asked whether the Community Services Group were monitoring the current situation regarding out of hours medical service to the community of Felixstowe, the use of the Minor Injuries Unit and the distances which were now needing to be covered by patients in order to access medical services.

At the request of the Mayor, Councillor A Goodwin confirmed that these issues had been fully discussed at length at the preceding meeting of the Community Services Group.  Further information had been requested and assurances sought from NHS Suffolk.

70.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev Robert Hinsley, St John’s Church.
71.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 5; in items 567, 568, 569, 570, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 29 of the Plans Committee report; in items 14 and 15 of the Premises Committee report; in items 55, 56 and 57 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 33, 37, 38, 39, 40, 47, 48, 50 and 52 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council. 
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in item 5: in items 55, 56 and 57 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 33, 37, 39, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 51 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of Suffolk County Council.

The Clerk declared a personal interest in application C10/0987 as a former distant work colleague of the officer at Orwell Housing.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/0078 as owner of a taxi business in close proximity to the Triangle area adjacent to the car park at Crescent Road.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in item 45 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a near neighbour of the site.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/1205 and in item 39(b) of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a Director of the Board of Suffolk Heritage Housing Association. 

72.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Chambers, Deacon, J Goodwin and Smith.
73. 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 12th MAY, 2010
It was pointed out that there was an error in item 10 [1] – Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies and Organisations relating to Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Liaison.  This should read J M Garfield not R J Garfield.

Subject to this amendment, the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 12th May, 2010 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

74.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 13.05.10 – “A Judge’s Tale” in aid of Seafarers UK; 15.05.10 – Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association, Open Afternoon; 16.05.10 - Aldeburgh Town Council, Mayor’s Parade and Civic Service; 18.05.10 – Suffolk County Council, Chairman’s Reception; 18.05.10 – Level2 Annual General Meeting, Deputy Mayor; 20.05.10 – Annual Meeting of the Council and Mayor Making Ceremony, St Edmundsbury Borough Council; 20.05.10 – 2010 Civic Dinner for the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Mrs Patricia Warby, Mayor of St Edmundsbury; 21.05.10 – Breakfast for a party of school children from Wesel; 22.05.10 – Drama Festival, Coffee Morning; 22.05.10 – Town Pastor Celebration; 23.05.10 – Civic Service; 28.05.10 – Interview with Radio Suffolk regarding the Good Beach Guide; 28.05.10 – Private View, Deben High School AS/A2 level, Photography and Art Exhibition; 29.05.10 – Opening night of the Drama Festival, Spa Pavilion; 30.05.10 – Beating Retreat with The Band of the Army Air Corps followed by a Reception at the Athenaeum; 30.05.10 – Commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of Dunkirk, Deputy Mayor. 
The Mayor and Mayoress had attended many enjoyable events in the initial stages of the Mayoral year.  The Mayor also thanked the Deputy Mayor for attending two events.

75.
THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2009/2010

Further to Minute ref 35 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report of 19th May, 2010 members considered the annual accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the financial year 2009/2010.

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council accept and approve the annual accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2009/2010 appended to these minutes.


76.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL’S EXTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2009/2010 AND REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2009/2010

Further to Minute ref 36 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report of 19th May, 2010 members considered the Annual Governance Statement for the Town Council’s External Auditors for the financial year 2009/2010 and the Report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2009/2010.

	RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement appended to these minutes be approved and duly signed and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors and that the Report of the Town Council’s Internal Auditor for the Financial Year 2009/2010 be noted and approved. 


77.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 565 – 572 of the meeting held on 5th May, 2010 and items 22 – 30 of the meeting held on 19th May, 2010 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Vice Chairman of this Committee.  
Item C10/1205 – Erection of 14 bungalows (6 no. wheelchair and 8 no. ambulant) & demolition of Conford House and 7 bungalows at Conford House & 1 – 21 (odds), Exmoor Road, Felixstowe

A member asked whether an explanation had yet been received from Suffolk Heritage Housing Association regarding the seemingly smaller number of dwellings on this reasonably large site.  The Clerk confirmed that the response had been discussed at the Plans Committee meeting that day and a copy of the response would be forwarded to the relevant member. 
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


78.
PREMISES COMMITTEE
Items 13 – 21 of the meeting held on 13th May, 2010 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.

The Chairman observed that works on the highway were still continuing further along Undercliff Road West.  Notwithstanding, the parking area outside the Town Hall had been completed.  The Chairman urged that this parking area be used sensibly.

The Chairman confirmed that appropriated Hirers Public Liability Insurance was now in place and this inclusion would make a less onerous burden on smaller groups hiring the Council’s facilities.

The Chairman confirmed that fire alarm training would take place at Walton Community Hall and that, at Broadway House, discussions were ongoing with Orwell Housing regarding water seepage from the above flats.

	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


79.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 53 – 58 of the meeting held on 1st June. 2010 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.

The Chairman confirmed that the contents of the next published newsletter would comprise the outgoing Mayor’s Annual Report.  The Committee discussed at length the problems with current distribution arrangements and feedback from members of the public in this regard.  A mini tender would be held with responses required by the end of June.  In the interests of expediency it was:
	RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee in conjunction with the Chairman of the Newsletter Editorial Committee and the Town Clerk to decide upon a successful tenderer.


	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


80.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 31 – 52 of the meeting held on 19th May, 2010 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 34 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 8th March, 2010 – 31st March, 2010 amounting to £39,536.43 and the accounts from 1st April, 2010 – 4th May, 2010 amounting to £65,179.33 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 35 – Annual Accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the Financial Year 2009/2010 and Item 36 – Statement of Assurance for the External Auditor for the Financial Year 209/2010
Items 35 and 36 had been discussed and agreed at Minute ref 75 and 76 of these Council Minutes.
Item 39 (b) – Report of the Community Services Group of 12th April, 2010
A member reported that he had attended a useful meeting with Harmoni to discuss the out of hours service.  The member asked whether it would be appropriate to extend an invitation to the next Community Services Group to John Such, Chief Operating Officer, NHS Suffolk, and this was agreed.
Item 41 – Felixstowe Open Top Tour – Summer 2010
Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council contribute £420 during the financial year 2010/2011 to Ipswich Buses towards the operation of the Felixstowe Open Top Bus Service.  This sum should be taken from the Town Council’s Enhancement Budget.



Item 43 – Proposed Traffic Orders – One Way (Except Cyclists) Bent Hill, Felixstowe and Relocation of Saturday Access Restriction, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe
A member expressed concerns regarding the exception of cyclists to the one way up movement flow on Bent Hill, particularly with regard to speed, proximity to licensed premises and enforcement.  The Clerk was requested to relay these concerns to Suffolk County Council.
Item 50 – Xtremefest – Sunday, 25th July 2010

Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to hire a stall at the event for £150 and to sell the Town Council’s jute bags.


Item 52 – Correspondence from Councillor M Ninnmey regarding Blue Flag Scheme for Felixstowe South Beach
Councillor Ninnmey requested clarification regarding precisely when Felixstowe Town Council was informed of Suffolk Coastal District Council’s decision not to apply for Blue Flag status and the Chairman confirmed his understanding.

The Chairman reported that under the recent Marine Conservation’s Good Beach Guide awards, both beaches in Felixstowe had been awarded the top rank of “recommended”.  The Chairman confirmed that the standard of water quality required to attain this ranking was a higher standard than that measured by the Blue Flag status.  A member observed that the United Kingdom appeared to have the third lowest beach quality in Europe.  The Chairman confirmed that a certificate would be displayed on relevant beach notice boards.
RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

81.
CORRESPONDENCE
a.
Revised Bus Services 
Members noted correspondence from the Passenger Transport Officer, Suffolk County Council regarding revised bus services operating in the area.  The timetable now included a service to Landguard.

b.
 Local Flooding Survey
A map was circulated to all members in order to assist in identifying the location of localised flooding in the town.  Once responses from Members were received and collated by the Clerk, the overall picture would be discussed at the next relevant Plans Committee meeting.  Responses were required by the end of June.
 CHAIRMAN
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