Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 1st June, 2011

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 1st June, 2011 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors D Savage (Mayor), Barber, Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Morris, Newman, Sennington, Sharman, Slemmings, Smith, Walker and Williams.
     59.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


A member of the public asked whether, with the Mayor at the Town Council also a Member of Suffolk Coastal District Council, and the Chairman of Suffolk Coastal District Council also a Member of Felixstowe Town Council, the well established practice at the Town Council of a public question time at the start of Town Council meetings could be introduced at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The Mayor responded that this was a procedural matter for Suffolk Coastal District Council and it could be a useful suggestion.


A member of the public asked, following recent press publicity regarding acceptance of the principle of the Bartlet hospital no longer being used for the provision of healthcare and the proposal to turn the building into flats, whether this was the view of the whole Town Council, or this was thought to be the view of the public.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Smith responded that until such time as notification of a planning application was received by the Town Council, neither the Town Council nor the District Council could form a considered view.  It would appear that the position of the NHS on the provision of healthcare from the Bartlet site had moved on, and the next issue of principle would be in planning terms ensuring the grounds could be an asset to the town.
A member of the public asked, with reference to recent press publicity regarding the location for the relocation of Central Surgery doctors’ practice, whether Town Councillors especially in the East Ward would stand by past assurances of opposition to the Grove area being an area for development.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Newman responded that in his view, such a location was suboptimal, however planning matters would be considered following notification of any application.
A member of the public asked whether or not applying for Blue Flag status would be good for the town, and whether it would be possible to find out whether the money saved would be spent to benefit tourism in Felixstowe.  The Mayor responded that in her view, the presence or otherwise of a Blue Flag would make no significant difference either to the resort offer of the town or to the issue of water quality.  The costs associated with Blue Flag status were considered to be high at c£15,000.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Smith confirmed that from last year’s District Council budget, the monies were indeed spent in Felixstowe.  The view of the District Council had been that the requirements for Blue Flag status were bureaucratic and diverted valuable resource away.  The Marine Conservation Society’s beach awards where the criteria were more stringent had confirmed that Felixstowe’s water quality was favourable, as well as being enjoyable to visitors.

A member of the public asked whether in the Town Council’s view, with the absence of a Felixstowe Drama Festival at the Spa Pavilion this year, the Drama Festival could be reinstated next year.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Deacon responded that the reason for the decision not to hold this year’s Drama Festival had been the low number of interested drama companies and confirmed that it was hoped that next year’s Drama Festival would go ahead.

A member of the public asked why, when planning permissions were applied for, the notice did not always appear outside the relevant property, sometimes appearing on an adjoining property, and whether there had been a recent change in this practice.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Smith responded that there had not been any recent change of policy.  The notices were to be attached on the boundary of the relevant property, and any such experience of site notices being removed should be reported to the District Council as planning authority.

60.
ONE MINUTE’S SILENCE 

Having welcomed all to the opening of the meeting, the Mayor led one minute’s silence in memory of three prominent local businessmen who had each contributed much to the town and who had died recently, namely Mr Stanley Bloomfield, Mr Charles Manning and Mr Ted Hall.

61.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d Napo John, St Mary’s Church, Walton.
62.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Morris, Savage, Sennington, Sharman, Slemmings, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 64 and 72(a); in items 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31 and 32 of the Plans Committee report; in items 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 and 45 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report and in items 5-11 inclusive of the Play, Leisure and Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People Working Party report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council. 
Councillors Barber and Newman declared a personal interest in items 64, 72(a) and 72(b) ; in item 24 of the Plans Committee report and in items 35, 36, 38, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 47 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillors Barber, Sharman, Slemmings and Walker declared a personal interest in the report of the Play, Leisure and Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People Working Party as members of the Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation.
Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in item 72(b) as the spouse of a blue badge holder.

Councillors Sharman and Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 66 as members of the Landguard Fort Trust. 

63.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Stokell and Webb. 
64. 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 11th MAY, 2011
The Clerk confirmed that the personal interests of Councillor Sharman would be more fully recorded.  Councillor Sharman requested that the amendment raised at the meeting be made to the balance sheet referring to cash in hand and at the bank.  Councillor Jan Garfield confirmed the member appointed to the Felixstowe Wesel Association was Councillor Jon Garfield not Councillor Jan Garfield.

With these amendments, the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 11th May, 2011 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

65.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 13.05.11 – Level Two Annual General Meeting; 14.05.11 – Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association, anniversary Open Afternoon; 19.05.11 – Osteoporosis Health Walk; 19.05.11 – Rotary Landguard “Youth Speaks”; 20.05.11 – Funeral Service of Mr Stanley Bloomfield; 23.05.11 – Funeral Service of Mr Charles Manning; 25.05.11 – Felixstowe Inner Wheel Club, Annual Interclub Tea; 25.05.11 – Celebration of the successful renovation of FADOS House; 27.05.11 – Deben High School, private view of GCSE Art and Photography Exhibition; 29.05.11 – Affiliation of Army, Sea and Air Cadets to the Royal British Legion; 29.05.11 – Beating Retreat with the Band of The Royal Air Force Regiment followed by a Reception at the Athenaeum.
The Mayor reported that she had been particularly impressed with the high standard of GCSE Artwork and Photography on display at the Deben High School exhibition.
The Mayor also drew attention to the new brand and logo for promoting Felixstowe, and congratulated Councillor Nick Barber for his support at the Suffolk Show where a stand had been taken.
66.
THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011

Further to Minute ref 37 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report of 18th May 2011, Members considered the annual accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the financial year 2010/2011.

The Clerk explained that it was a requirement for the purposes of external audit to have a minute which approved the annual account as presented to full Council.  These had previously been approved by the last meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  Councillor Slemmings queried the concurrent dates of the leases for both Broadway House and Walton Community Hall as stated in the notes accompanying the annual accounts.  The Clerk was requested to clarify, and if necessary amend, the dates of commencement of the respective leases.  Subject to this clarification of fact, it was:
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council accept and approve the annual accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2010/2011 appended to these minutes.


67.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL’S EXTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011 AND REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011

Further to Minute ref 38 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report of 18th May 2011, Members considered the Annual Governance Statement for the Town Council’s External Auditors for the financial year 2010/2011 and the Report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2010/2011.

	RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement appended to these minutes be approved and duly signed and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors and that the Report of the Town Council’s Internal Auditor for the Financial Year 2010/2011 be noted and approved. 


68.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 14 – 32 of the meeting held on 18th May 2011 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item CO8/1656 – Erection of 5 dwellings and alterations to existing vehicular access at Garage site, Langer Road, Felixstowe
The Chairman explained that this was a particularly longstanding application with a somewhat complicated site history, and strong opposition from local residents.  The Town Council however remained of the view that refusal of the application should be recommended.

Item C11/0987 – Land at Clickett Hill, Trimley St Mary proposal: proposed office headquarters building for Maritime Transport Ltd
The Chairman drew Members’ attention to this landmark development opportunity which was greatly welcomed, and would bring valuable local employment opportunities too.

Item 29 – Suffolk Coastal District Council scrutiny of the Council’s planning services

Councillor Morris asked whether the response from the Town Council to the District Council regarding the scrutiny of the District Council’s Planning Service could be circulated to all Town Councillors and this was agreed.

Item 31 – Flats on Undercliff Road West

Councillor Bird queried what was meant by a robust course of action in this context.  The Chairman confirmed that this site was now subject to planning enforcement activity as a result of the continuing state of disrepair of the building, and the measures available to enforcement officers offered varying degrees of robustness dependent upon co-operation and results.
Item 32 – New toilet block in Crescent Road Car Park

Following consideration of the minuted feedback, Councillor Slemmings reported that adverse feedback had also been received regarding the lack of canopy immediately outside the toilet facility to be used particularly in inclement weather.  The Chairman gave the view that such feedback should be forwarded to Suffolk Coastal District Council who were responsible for the fabric of the toilet block, and that no such previous feedback had been received in this regard.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


69.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 33 – 46 of the meeting held on 18th May, 2011 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.
Item 36 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 8th March, 2011 – 31st March, 2011 amounting to £53,332.95 and the accounts from 1st April, 201 – 4th May, 2011 amounting to £98,588.82 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 37 – Annual Accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the Financial Year 2010/2011 and Item 38 – Statement of Assurance for the External Auditor for the Financial Year 2010/2011
Items 37 and 38 had been discussed and agreed at Minute ref 66 and 67 of these Council Minutes.
Item 46 – Changes to Suffolk County Council Street Lights

Following the Chairman’s presentation of this item, Councillor Barber advised Members that since the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee further discussions had taken place with relevant County Councillors.  Councillor Barber confirmed that it had now been agreed that all the main roads should continue to be illuminated including Walton High Street.  It was generally agreed that this more adaptive stance depending on local conditions was a pragmatic one.

Item 48 – Felixstowe Town Guide
Following the Chairman’s presentation of this item, Councillor Barber confirmed that several thousand of these guides were in the process of being widely distributed, including at the Suffolk Show.  Publication of these had been supported by County Councillor funding, and Councillor Barber was thanked for this support to this informative and vibrant guide.
RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

70.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORT
Report of the Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People Working Party of 24th May, 2011.
The Mayor as Chairman of the Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People Working Party confirmed that it was not usual practice for the Play report to be considered by full Council (rather than the Finance and General Purposes Committee), however in the interests of expediency, the matter was on the current agenda.  The Chairman introduced the report of the Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People Working Party of 24th May, 20111 which included items concerning election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, update on Play Space Fund and Sports Fund, proposed seafront play/sport facility, Allenby Park, Coronation Park, vandalism and theft at Skateboard Park and Langer Park and Recreation Lane Park, Walton.

As regards the proposed provision of a basketball court on land currently owned by Suffolk Coastal District Council adjacent to the Leisure Centre, the Chairman explained that that following the meeting, a proposal had been received from Suffolk Coastal District Council, however due to the proliferation of Councillors present with prejudicial interests, it was agreed that the matter should be deferred to a meeting of the Town Members Committee for consideration.  The Chairman reported the large extent of damage caused by vandalism at the Skateboard Park.  These events were agreed to be shocking.  The Chairman reported that she had been advised the police were not intending to pursue the matter further, and Members expressed concerns and incredulity at this position.  Following discussion:
	IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to the local police inspector asking why the vandalism to the Skateboard Park was not being pursued and asking that this be done as a matter of urgency.


The Chairman also reported that c£1,000 worth of District Council funded planting had been removed from Langer Park.  It appeared that the planting had been dug up deliberately.  The Chairman confirmed it was understood that no funding remained for the replacement of such planting.  It was agreed that this too was a shocking incident, and was demoralising for those who worked hard in the pleasant appearance of the town and who took pride in their contribution to achieving this.  Councillor Deacon asked whether the intention was to close the Skateboard Park.  The Chairman confirmed that this course of action had been considered, primarily in relation to public safety, however with the results of the damage made safe, on balance it was agreed to keep the Skateboard Park open therefore it was still in use.  Future security measures were being examined however these would have further cost implications.
71.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE PLANS COMMITTEE
Councillor Bird explained that following the readjustment of working hours he would wish to become a member of the Plans Committee.
	RESOLVED that Councillor Bird become a member of the Plans Committee with immediate effect.


72.
CORRESPONDENCE
a. Shared Space Scheme in Felixstowe

Councillor Deacon reported that whilst speaking to members of the public whilst canvassing for the recent election, it was clear that there were still some adverse feeling about the practical operation of the Shared Space scheme on Hamilton Road.
Following a lengthy discussion including regarding issues of paving colour, vehicular speed, consideration, accident statistics, the previous appearance of the road signage and safety, 

	IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council should continue to monitor the Shared Space scheme on Hamilton Road and that a further review should take place towards the end of the year.


Councillor Newman confirmed that Suffolk County Council were committed to continuing to review the Shared Space scheme, and that several thousand information leaflets had been made available for members of the public to assist understanding of the operation of the scheme.  These were available at the library, Town Hall and had been directly distributed to households by some Councillors.  Further copies were available for distribution from Councillor Newman.
b.  Blue Badge Improvement Service

    Members noted correspondence from the Department for Transport   
              concerning the Blue Badge Improvement Service.

 CHAIRMAN
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