Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 5th October, 2011

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 5th October, 2011 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors D Savage (Mayor), Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Morris, Newman, Sennington, Sharman, Smith, Walker, Webb and Williams.
     204.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


A member of the public asked whether the Town Council would take every opportunity to publicise the Walton Green Partnership’s proposals for development at Walton Green.  In responding, the Mayor confirmed that recognising Walton Green Partnership’s own previously stated endeavours to publicise, the Town Council would help to publicise where feasible.


A member of the public asked regarding Walton Green, on the basis that it was understood that there could be some reluctance at the Walton Green Partnership to hold a public meeting, whether the matter remained inconclusive.  It was agreed that this subject would be covered later in the agenda.


A member of the public asked regarding healthcare, in view of the current changes at Ipswich Hospital, what efforts were the Town Council making to scrutinise these issues.  At the request of the Mayor, Councillor Jan Garfield in her capacity as Chairman of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) responded that the Health Councillors Group were keeping up the pressure on relevant organisations to ensure these issues were properly considered and scrutinised.  The District Council were also playing a role in the scrutiny of local healthcare, and any matter could be requested to be considered by the Suffolk County Council Health Scrutiny Committee, constituted for such purpose.

A member of the public asked regarding healthcare, in view of the apparent discrepancies and anomalies eminating from Suffolk PCT, whether even more emphasis could be placed on ensuring that Felixstowe did not lose out in view of many concurrent changes.  In responding, the Mayor confirmed that the Town Council was active on this subject at present.


Councillor Williams joined the meeting at this point.

205.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr Rev’d Mark Reid, Maidstone Road Baptist Church.
206.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Morris, Savage, Sennington, Sharman, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 208, 212, 213, 214 and 217(c); in items 137 to 145 inclusive, 148 to154 inclusive, 162 to166 inclusive, 168, 169 and 172 to 178 inclusive of the Plans Committee report; in items  156, 157 and 158 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 181 to 183, 185 to 188 inclusive of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 208, 213 and 214; in items 150, 176 and 177 of the Plans Committee report, in items 156, 157 and 158 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 181, 182 to 184, 187(d), 189, 190 and 193 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of Suffolk County Council.

207.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Barber, Slemmings and Stokell.
208. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 3rd AUGUST, 2011
The minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 3rd August, 2011 were confirmed as a true record by those present and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

209.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 04.08.11 – Radio Suffolk 10 Town Tour; 06.08.11 – Gourmet Evening at The Firs; 07.08.11 – Felixstowe Culture Fair; The English Speaking Union, Annual Summer Celebration; 10.08.11 – Felixstowe Fuchsia Society, prize giving meeting; 12.08.11 – Opening of “Beach Hut” at Coniston House; 13.08.11 – Felixstowe Carnival; 19.08.11 – Suffolk Coastal District Council, Chairman’s Reception; 20.08.11 – The Firs, Summer Fete; 25.08.11 – Opening of the Felixstowe Beer Festival; 27.08.11 – Felixstowe Skate Jam; 02.09.11 – Funeral Service for Mrs Joan Palmer, Deputy Mayor; 02.09.11 – Mayor of Felixstowe’s Reception; 03.09.11 – Opening of a fundraising event for Cancer Research at the Trimley Sports and Social Club; 04.09.11 – Opening of Art on the Prom; 08.09.11 – Port of Felixstowe, LALC meeting; 08.09.11 – East Suffolk Branch of the NSPCC, Annual Meeting; 09.09.11 – Send off for 2men1jeep to Wesel; 09.09.11 – Felixstowe Hockey Club, Dinner Dance; 10.09.11 – Celebration Concert for the Royal Anglian Regiment at the Corn Exchange; 11.09.11 – Poppy Appeal at Landguard Fort; 13.09.11 – Opening of the newly refurbished Mill Lane Nursing Home; 17.09.11 – Suffolk Singers in aid of Seafarers’ UK; 18.09.11 – Battle of Britain Commemoration at St Mary’s Church, Bury St Edmunds; 20.09.11 –Opening of the Munch & Lunch Club at the Salvation Army; 23.09.11 – Pacitti Company present “On Landguard Point” at the Spa Pavilion; 24.09.11 – The Pacitti Company, 3 Minute Expert Trail; 25.09.11 – Hadleigh Town Council, Civic Service; 25.09.11 – Ipswich Mayor’s Sunday Service, Deputy Mayor; 28.09.11 – Grand Opening Ceremony of Berths 8 & 9 and to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of Felixstowe Dock and Railway Company; 30.09.11 – Macmillan Coffee Morning at the Town Hall; 01.10.11 – FOPWA, Annual General Meeting; 01.10.11 – Indoor Bowls Club, Open Evening; 02.10.11 – The Mayor of Stowmarket’s Civic Service; 03.10.11 – Visit by Wesel students to meet the Mayor; 03.10.11 – Mayor’s Charity Curry Evening at the  Blue Naan; 04.10.11 – Felixstowe in Flower Prize Giving evening at Brackenbury.
The Mayor paid particular tribute to a marvellous community celebration event hosted by the Port of Felixstowe to celebrate both the Grand Opening of Berths 8 & 9 and the 125th anniversary of the Felixstowe Dock and Railway Company.  These were unforgettable times for the town which had been marked in spectacular style, and which had been enjoyed by many.

210.
EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011
The Clerk reported that the report of the External Auditor for the financial year 2010/2011 had now been received.  Members noted the Statement of Assurance for the year ended 31st March, 2011 and the External Auditor’s report.  The Clerk reported that due to the timescale of receipt, an Action Plan to address issues arising from the annual audit report would be presented to a future meeting. 
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council note the External Auditor’s report for the financial year 2010/2011.


211.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 135 – 178 of the meetings held on 10th and 24th August and 7th and 21st September, 2011 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
C11/1502 – Change of use & alterations of former Bartlet convalescent home to form 21 residential apartments; Conversion & extension to annexe to provide 7 residential units; Erection of 3 dwellings & provision of vehicle & cycle parking, bin storage areas, & hard & soft landscaping at The Bartlet Hospital, Undercliff Road , Felixstowe.

C11/1503 – Alterations (both internal & external) & additions in connection with conversation of the former Bartlet convalescent home & annexe to 28 residential units, including part demolition of the existing annexe building & part removal of brick addition to outer moat wall.  Alterations to main convalescent home building include alterations to roof to form lift enclosure, insertion of rooflights & dormers, new steps to basement & roof terrace, & glass balustrades to roof terraces & moat wall at The Bartlet Hospital, Undercliff Road, Felixstowe.

As regards the planning applications for the development at the former Bartlet Hospital, the Chairman congratulated and thanked the Technical Adviser for the hard work involved in the presentation of the relevant facts.  Members continued to express some reservations about various aspects of the planning applications and these had been highlighted to the District Council in the Town Council’s recommendation.

C11/1798 – Erection of 6 no. holiday let (serviced) apartments (C1) with associated parking area at Part rear garden, Swallows Nest, 51 Orwell Road, Felixstowe
Councillor Sharman raised concerns that it appeared that a mature tree had been felled without permission in the Conservation Area.  This was considered to be most regrettable.  The Chairman of the Plans Committee suggested that an appropriate course of action could be for the Town Council to write to the District Council requesting a tree survey of the Conservation Area be carried out and, where appropriate, tree preservation orders be applied.

The Chairman drew Members’ attention to an updated Minute 176 regarding proposals for development at Walton Green, which had been expanded for clarity and accuracy.
	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


212.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE PLANS COMMITTEE

Councillor Deacon requested that he become a member of the Plans Committee.  

It was noted that all the current members of the Plans Committee had accessed training on the subject matter via induction to new Councillors at the District Council.  It was agreed that training at this stage could be facilitated in conjunction with the Clerk and the Technical Advisor.

	RESOLVED that Councillor Deacon become a member of the Plans Committee with immediate effect.


213.
PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPMENT AT WALTON GREEN


Councillor Deacon made the following Proposal:

“In view of the impact that the Tesco proposal will have on the Walton community and Felixstowe in general, this Council, once details of the project are known, organises a public meeting at which the scheme can be explained to members of the public and they in turn be given the opportunity to comment.  The public meeting should be held prior to the Plans Meeting that will determine Felixstowe Town Council’s response to any planning application that may arise”.

The Proposal was then seconded with the right to speech reserved until a later period of the discussion.  In support of the Proposal, Councillor Deacon referred to the fact that under the Town Council’s constitution, public attendance was permitted at Town Council’s Plans Committee meetings, but not public speaking.  With the Town Council’s role as statutory consultee and the District Council as planning authority, the extent to which the town was a priority for the District Council could be questionable.  Councillor Deacon proposed the holding of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council at which members of the public could speak, such views being considered at the next Plans Committee thereafter.

A Member tabled an Amendment to the proposed motion, namely that the Town Council request that the Walton Green Partnership organise a public meeting.  The Amendment was then seconded with the right to speech reserved until a later period of discussion.
The Member proposing the Amendment spoke in favour of it, confirming that in such circumstances it was useful to hear directly from developer’s representatives, and to be able to ask questions.  It was understood that the Walton Green Partnership had firm proposals to hold public exhibitions both before Christmas and in the new year.  This was considered to be part of the developer’s responsibility, both to hold such meetings, and to bear the expenses of such meetings, not the Town Council.

The Member proposing the Proposal expressed the reservation that it was not believed that the Walton Green Partnership would organise a public meeting, hence the proposal that this became a responsibility of the Town Council.
A Member spoke in favour to the Amendment, confirming however that the developer had not indicated absolute non-attendance.

The Member seconding the Amendment spoke in support of the Amendment referring to a change in the wider planning system.  It was the responsibility of the applicant and only the applicant to provide requisite information.  It was at present still a very early stage in the overall planning process.

A recorded vote was requested.  The Amendment was then put to the vote and recorded.
Those in favour: Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb.

Those against: Councillors Deacon, Morris, Sharman, Walker and Williams.

The Amendment was carried.

A further Amendment was then proposed by the Member proposing the original Proposal to extend the wording of the Amendment to include wording that if the Walton Green Partnership declined, Felixstowe Town Council would organise such an event.

The Member seconding the original Proposal and the further Amendment spoke in support of the Town Council holding a public meeting, expressing reservation that the Walton Green Partnership would organise a public meeting, and urged Members to listen to the electorate before forming a view.

The Member seconding the original Amendment spoke against the further Amendment, expressing the view that such meetings were an unsatisfactory public forum.  Each individual was likely to have a different focus, and a drop-in event run by the developer would enable the one to one exchange of information.  It was suggested that efforts would be better focussed on members of the public seeking to influence the developer’s proposals.  Members of the public were welcome to write to the Town Clerk or any Member with their views whether or not a public meeting took place.  Such views could then be brought to the Plans Committee for its consideration in the usual way.

A Member referred to the Walton Green Partnership website which indicated community facilities were being planned, however it was acknowledged that these were at an early stage.  It was understood that the website would regularly be updated.

The further Amendment was then put to the vote and recorded.

Those in favour: Councillors Deacon, Morris, Sharman, Walker and Williams.

Those against: Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb.

The further Amendment having fallen, it was then:

	RESOLVED that in view of the impact that the Tesco proposal will have on the Walton community and Felixstowe in general, this Council, once details of the project are known, requests that the Walton Green Partnership organises a public meeting at which the scheme can be explained to members of the public and they in turn can be given the opportunity to comment.  The public meeting should be held prior to the Plans Meeting that will determine Felixstowe Town Council’s response to any planning application that may arise.


Those in favour: Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Newman, Savage,     Sennington, Smith and Webb.

Those against: Councillors Deacon, Morris, Sharman, Walker and Williams.

Members considered in conjunction correspondence from The Town Centre Residents Association and Save Felixstowe Countryside supporting the proposal of the Town Council arranging a public meeting and the latter also indicating access to the website would only be for those with internet access.  It was acknowledged that such representations should be made directly to the Walton Green Partnership.  It was noted that the responses to the public consultation were likely to be submitted to the planning authority as part of the application.  Reference was made to the forthcoming public exhibition events hosted by the Walton Green Partnership in November and again in January.  All were encouraged to attend and share views with the Walton Green Partnership.

214.
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING LDF CORE STRATEGY SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL CONSULTATION
Members noted correspondence from a member of the public further querying the Town Council’s response to the District Council’s process for considering the sustainability appraisal of the reviewed Core Strategy on the Local Development Framework.  
215.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 155 – 159 of the meeting held on 5th September, 2011 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.

Councillor Deacon expressed disappointment at the Committee’s stance on Councillors’ surgeries being publicised through the Town Council’s newsletter.

	RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.


216.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 179 - 194 of the meeting held on 21st September, 2011 were presented by Councillor Savage, Vice Chairman of this Committee.
Item 182 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 30TH June, 2011 – 14th September, 2011 amounting to £88,878.44 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 183 – Budgetary Monitoring

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 15th September, 2011 attached to these minutes.


Item 184 – Internal Auditor’s Report for the period June – September 2011

A query was raised regarding the Audit and Accounts Regulations, and the Clerk confirmed this would be taken up with the Internal Auditor.

Item 185 – Felixstowe and Walton Football Club – request for funding

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council donate £250 in support of Felixstowe & Walton United Football Club’s Firework Spectacular to be held on Sunday, 6th November, 2011 from the Town Council’s Enhancement and Promotional budget.


Item 186 – Suffolk Police – request for funding

	RESOLVED that the Town Council contribute £100 from the Safer Neighbourhood Team budget towards the Community Awards Night 2011.


Item 187(b) – Reports of the site visits of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 22nd August, 2011 and the meeting of 13th September, 2011
The Clerk clarified the proportion of tenants to which the 50% discount was applicable.
	It was RESOLVED that allotment rents should be increased by 25p per rod from £4.00 to £4.25 in October 2012 and that the current 50 per cent reduction for pensioners and the long term unemployed would be retained.   As the Town Council could no longer afford to subsidise water bills directly, in order to cover increasing costs of water, the water charge per allotment should be increased from £3.50 to £5.00 in October 2012 to cover costs.  


Item 187(d) – Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 12th September, 2011 

Councillor Morris requested an update on a previous request to erect a Fairtrade Town sign and Councillor Newman agreed to look into this.

Item 188 – Suffolk Coastal District Council – Consultation on proposed changes to the management of car parks

The Clerk was requested to further clarify the wording of the resolution.
RESOLVED that with these comments the report of this Committee be approved.

217.
CORRESPONDENCE
a. Request to the Town Council for a meeting with Felixstowe Radio

It was agreed that this correspondence should properly be considered at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

b. The 2013 Review of Parliamentary constituencies in England

Members noted correspondence from the Review Co-ordinator, Boundaries Commission for England concerning the 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in England.

c. Suffolk Coastal District Council Budget Review Meetings
Members noted correspondence from the Cabinet Business Manager, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning Suffolk Coastal District Council’s` budget review meetings.  Councillor Walker volunteered, and Councillor Barber was volunteered, to attend on behalf of Felixstowe Town Council.
 CHAIRMAN
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