Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 7th October, 2009

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 7th October, 2009 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors A Goodwin [Mayor], Chambers, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, J Goodwin, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Stokell, Smith and Webb.
263.   
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A member of the public thanked the Council for the recent repair to the plaque on the Flood Memorial listing the names of the 1953 flood survivors.  This followed a distressing phone call from a family in the USA who were visiting the Memorial and found the plaque had become unfixed.  However, although the plaque had been refixed immediately there seemed to be poor workmanship and there would be the need to refix the plaque in the future.  

At the request of the Mayor the Clerk responded that there had been problems with the backing material for the plaque.  Marine ply had been used and had proved unsuitable and other options were now being considered. 

A member of the public asked whether the new toilets planned for the Crescent Road car park would be constructed prior to the demolition of the toilets on the Triangle.  This was important for elderly residents.

At the request of the Mayor the Chairman of the Plans Committee responded that the new toilets would be built prior to the demolition of the existing toilets.
A member of the public referred to the plans to run the Felixstowe Community Hospital as a social enterprise.  The staff at the hospital were concerned about this proposal and she asked whether the Community Services Group could take an interest in this issue.

At the request of the Mayor the Chairman of the Community Services Group replied that the Group would look at this issue.  NHS Suffolk had gone out to tender for the hospital.

A member of the public asked what the Town Council would be doing to publicise the current consultation by Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning housing numbers in Felixstowe.  The public was not aware of what was happening.  The drop in session organised by Suffolk Coastal District Council was only two and a half weeks before the end of the consultation period.  The Town Council had undertaken to raise awareness.  A large portion of the population did not have access to the internet.

The Mayor responded that the information was available via the Town Council’s website and the Clerk confirmed that a copy of the document was available at the Town Hall.  At the request of the Mayor the Chairman of the Plans Committee responded that there had been several press articles about the consultation.  Public sessions were being organised at Martlesham and Felixstowe and these were intentionally towards the end of the process.  In summary the Mayor pointed out that the Town Council could not control the press.  There had been publicity in Coastline which was delivered to every house in the Suffolk Coastal district, on the radio, the internet, at the Town Hall and in the Library.  The Chairman of the Plans Committee confirmed that there would be a press release prior to the drop in sessions.
264.   
 PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev’d David Kemble, Trinity Methodist Church. 
265.  
  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in item 267; in items 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 158, 159, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 199, 200, 210, 202, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225 and 226 of the Plans Committee report; in the items of correspondence concerning the Suffolk Coastal Local Strategic Partnership, 7th Annual Forum; the wheeled bin rollout and the Suffolk Coastal consultation concerning objectives and efficiency; in item 186 of the Premises Committee report; in items 205 and 206 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report and in items 229, 230, 232, 233, 234, 235, 241, 244, and 248 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in item 267; in items 155, 156, 157, 159, 180, 181, 198 and 200 of the Plans Committee report; in planning application CO9/1196; in the correspondence concerning bus stop improvements; in item 186 of the Premises Committee report; in items 205 and 206 of the Newsletter Editorial Committee report; in items 229, 230, 231(a), 234, 235, 237, 238, 239, 240, 244, 245 and 247 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillors Chambers, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, Stokell, Smith and Webb declared a prejudicial interest in planning applications CO9/1367, CO9/1368 and CO9/1369 as the Town Council was the applicant.
Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in application CO9/1350 as a friend of the applicant.
Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in item 234 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a taxi operator in Felixstowe.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in planning application CO9/1349 as the applicant.

Councillor Jan Garfield declared a prejudicial interest in item 232 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the congregation of St Mary’s Church.

Councillor Jon Garfield declared a prejudicial interest in item 232 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the congregation of St Mary’s Church.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in planning application CO9/1350 as a personal friend of the applicant.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in planning application CO9/1302 and CO91303 as a member of the congregation of the Bethesda Baptist Church.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/1063 as friend of the applicant.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in item 159 of the Plans Committee report as the owner of a taxi company in Felixstowe.
Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/1149 as a close relation of a near neighbour of the applicant.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/1149 as a close relation of a near neighbour of the applicant.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/1196 as the owner of a business close to the application site.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/1196 as the owner of a property close to the application site.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application CO9/1196 as the owner of a property close to the application site.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in item 200 of the Plans Committee report as the owner of a nearby property.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in item 200 of the Plans Committee report as the owner of a nearby property.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in applications CO9/1302 and CO9/1303 as a member of the congregation of the Bethesda Baptist Church.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 213 of the Plans Committee report as a neighbour of the site.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 223 of the Plans Committee report as a neighbour of the property.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in item 186 of the Premises Committee report as a member of the Licensing Committee of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in item 186 of the Premises Committee report as the Portfolio Holder responsible for car parking at Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 236 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as the owner of a business selling bags in Felixstowe.

Councillors Savage and Sennington declared a personal interest in item 232 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as members of the Suffolk Coastal District council Grants Task Group.

266.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant and Dangerfield.
267. 
MINUTES MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 5th AUGUST, 2009
It was pointed out that item 162 of the minutes referred to Councillor Jan Garfield as a member of the Suffolk Coastal District Council Grants Task Group.  This should be amended to Councillor Sennington.

It was pointed out that item 166 of the minutes refer to Councillor Jan Garfield as a member of the East Ward.  This should be amended to the South East Ward.

With the above amendments the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 5th August, 2009 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

268.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 07.08.09 – Suffolk Coastal District Council, Chairman’s Reception; 08.08.09 – Judging of the Carnival Procession and presentation of prizes; 09.08.09 – Woodbridge Civic Service; 12.08.09 – Summer Youth Project, The Wiz; 21.08.09 – Launch of new inflatable at Felixstowe Leisure Centre, Deputy Mayor; 23.08.09 – A Celebration of culture organised by Suffolk Constabulary; 24.08.09 – Visit to the East Suffolk Association for the Blind; 27.08.09 – When The Lights Go On Again, Stage Door Theatre Company; 30.08.09 – Art on the Prom; 01.09.09 – Opening of Felixstowe Skatepark; 05.09.09 – Private view of Art on the Docks, Reunion Gallery; 06.09.09 – Girl Guides, Centenary Party; 06.09.09 – To open the Royal British legion Day in Aid of the Poppy Appeal; 06.09.09 – Circuit Welcome Service for Methodist Minister; 10.09.09 – To open the new Inclusive Learning Centre at Orwell High School; 10.09.09 – Rotary Club of Felixstowe Landguard 25th Anniversary Charter Dinner; 11.09.09 – Private view of art work at Bawdsey Manor, Deputy Mayor; 13.09.09 – Reading Game presentation; 15.09.09 – It’s a Wonderful Life, Wolsey Theatre; 16.09.09 – Anglia in Bloom awards; 17.09.09 – LALC meeting at the Port of Felixstowe; 18.09.09 – meeting with Mr Singh of the Marlborough Hotel; 18.09.09 – Opening of the Felixstowe Indoor Bowls Club; 19.09.09 – to rename the Remnant Shop, Escort only; 20.09.09 – Battle of Britain Commemoration Service, March Past and Reception, Bury St Edmunds; 20.09.09 – Hadleigh Civic Service; 21.09.09 – Mayor’s Charity evening at Café Bencotto; 22.09.2009 – 100th Birthday of Margaret Shaw at Margery Girling House; 23.09.09 – Haverhill, Mayor’s At Home; 24.09.09 – Sea Cadet Annual Inspection, Deputy Mayor; 24.09.09 – Ipswich and Suffolk Council for Racial Equality, AGM, Escort only; 25.09.09 – Macmillan Coffee Morning at Coffee Express; 25.09.09 – Waveney District Council, Civic Service; 26.09.2009 – Gala Reception at the closing night of the Seaside Special Show, Spa Pavilion; 27.09.09 – Ipswich Mayor’s Sunday Service; 28.09.09 Home Start Suffolk Coastal, AGM; 03.10.09 – FOPWA, AGM; 03.10.09 – Concert by the Has Beens at the Spa Pavilion; 06.10.09 – Felixstowe in Flower Awards. 
The Mayor thanked the Deputy Mayor for attending a number of events on her behalf.  She thanked Councillors and friends who had taken part in her Charity Evening which had been both enjoyable and successful.  She thanked all the Town Council staff and especially Lorna for their help with organising the event.
The Mayor emphasised that this had been a time for the Felixstowe community.  The Felixstowe Carnival had enjoyed lovely weather and there had been large crowds.  She had attended the Anglia in Bloom awards ceremony where Felixstowe had won a Silver Gilt medal and the 3D display outside the Leisure Centre had received a special award.  The Felixstowe in Flower awards ceremony at the Brackenbury Sports Centre had been very successful and was truly community oriented.  She congratulated all the Town Council staff who had organised this event and particularly Rosemary.
269.
EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009

The Clerk reported that the report of the External Auditor for the financial year 2008/2009 had now been received.  Members noted the Statement of Assurance for the year ended 31st March, 2009 and the External Auditor’s report.  Members considered an Action Plan to address the issues arising from the External Auditor’s report and agreed an Action Plan.  The Action Plan is attached to these minutes.
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council note the External Auditor’s report for the financial year 2008/2009 and adopt the Action Plan appended to these minutes.


270.
RETIREMENT OF THE TOWN CLERK
The Mayor informed members that the Clerk intended to retire on her 65th birthday – 9th April, 2010.  It was therefore necessary to consider the arrangements for the appointment of a successor.  The Mayor paid tribute to the Clerk and her service to the Council.

It was suggested that the arrangements for the appointment of the successor to the Clerk should be delegated to the Finance Sub-Committee and it was therefore:

	RESOLVED that the Finance Sub-Committee make arrangements for the appointment of a successor to the Clerk 


271.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 145 – 226 of the meetings held on 29th July, 12th and 26th August and 9th and 23rd September, 2009 were presented by Councillor Smith, Chairman of this Committee.  
Item – 152 – CO9/0339 – proposed Unit 11.  Haven Exchange, nFelixstowe.  Application to vary condition 11 of planning permission C94/0070 to remove the time restriction imposed by the condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicle.  Inspectorate reference no. APP/J3530/A/09/2107883/NWF.  Appeal starting date: 13/07/2009 and item 153 – CO9/0423 – Land at Haven Exchange Walton Avenue, Felixstowe.  Application to vary condition 7 of planning permission C97/1400 to remove the time restrictions imposed by condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicles.  Inspectorate reference no. App/j3530/A/09/2107884/NWF.  Appeal starting date: 13/07/20009. 

A member asked whether Councillors and members of the public would be able to take part in these appeals.  The Chairman responded that these would be informal hearings and therefore Councillors and members of the public could take part.

Item 156 – Landguard Partnership

The Chairman highlighted the work of the Landguard Partnership.  This was a wonderful opportunity to ensure the future of Landguard.  Landguard itself was a major tourist attraction for Felixstowe.
Item – 202 – Naming of new development – Selvale Way
The Chairman informed members that the Plans Committee had now discussed the naming of the development adjacent to Selvale Way.  They had suggested a reference to trees and that willow could be appropriate.
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


272.
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Bus stop improvements, DDA kerbing
Members noted correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council concerning bus stop improvements and in particular DDA kerbing.  The Clerk pointed out that it was intended to move the bus stop outside 120 Mill Lane to a position adjacent to 114/116 Mill Lane.  This might require consultation and members agreed that the Town council should carry out this consultation, if necessary.

b. Suffolk Coastal Local Strategic Partnership, Seventh Annual Forum
Members noted an invitation from the Suffolk Coastal Local Strategic Partnership for Felixstowe Town Council to be represented at the 7th Annual Forum of the Local Strategic Partnership.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that Councillor Sennington should represent the Town Council at the 7th Annual Forum of the Local Strategic Partnership.



c. Wheeled bin rollout
Members noted correspondence from Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning the next phase of the wheeled bin rollout which would include a number of areas of Felixstowe in November.


d. Suffolk Coastal consultation concerning objectives and efficiency
The Mayor reminded members that at the Finance and General Purposes Committee it was agreed that Councillor Chambers and the Clerk would represent the Town Council at a consultation meeting on 19th October hosted by Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning the efficiency and objectives of that Council.  In addition the Town Council was being asked to comment in detail concerning the Suffolk Coastal District Council service efficiency review.
The Clerk explained that, because of the time scale for comments, it would be necessary for the Town Council to form a view on the consultation very quickly.  It was therefore suggested that a meeting of the Town Members Committee be held the following day.  Councillors who were members of Suffolk Coastal District Council, had already had the opportunity to comment on the review so the Town Members Committee would give the opportunity for Town Councillors who were not members of Suffolk Coastal District Council to contribute to the review.  It would also avoid any question of predetermination for members of the District Council.
It was therefore agreed that the Town Members Committee would formulate and submit comments to Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning its Service Efficiency Review.

273.
PREMISES COMMITTEE

Items 184 – 189 of the meeting held on 13th August, 2009 were presented by Councillor Stokell, Chairman of this Committee.
The Chairman explained that the Committee was currently looking at the question of soft furnishings and in particular curtaining in the Council Chamber and it was hoped to reach a decision concerning this at the meeting of the Committee to be held the following day.  He explained that the Committee had been considering licensing for events at the Town Hall and had considered that initially Tens would be the most appropriate form of licensing.

The Chairman of the Plans Committee explained to members that Suffolk Coastal District Council had been considering the car parking implications of the Bent Hill/Undercliff Road West/Convalescent Hill scheme and the previous day had agreed to arrangements which would include the allocation of six spaces directly outside the Town Hall for the Town Council.  The Town Council would acquire management of these spaces by a traffic order.
A member asked whether the Heritage Open Day at the Town Hall had been well supported.  The Clerk replied that the numbers had been fairly limited but those who had visited the Town Hall had enjoyed the event and had been impressed with the restoration work.  No other properties in Felixstowe had been open as part of the Heritage Open Day and it was hoped to encourage additional properties to take part the following year to improve the tourism offer for the Heritage Open days in Felixstowe.

Members commented that it was wonderful to see the Town Hall busy and buzzing.
	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


274.
NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Items 203 – 207 of the meeting held on 2nd September, 2009 were presented by Councillor Savage, Chairman of this Committee.
The Chairman thanked the Clerk for drafting the contents of the 34th edition of the meeting.
	RESOLVED that the report of this Committee be approved.


275
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 227 – 248 of the meeting held on 23rd September, 2009 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.

Item 230 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 8th July, 2009 – 27th August, 2009 amounting to £63,204 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 231 (a) – Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 4th August, 2009
A member asked whether the Council was aware that the results of the Suffolk LINk elections had now been announced.  Malcolm Minns had been elected to the Board.  There had been no candidates from Bury or Ipswich and this highlighted the importance of holding LINk meetings in Felixstowe.  The Chairman of the Community Services Group responded that it would be best if LINKs meetings were held in Felixstowe.  The town was fortunate to have Malcolm Minns as a member of the Board but Felixstowe needed meetings to be held in the town.  This point was emphasised by all members and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the new Secretary of LINKs to ask again if it would be possible to hold meetings in Felixstowe.
Item – 232 Occasional grants
Members discussed the potential co-ordination between the Town Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council grant making programmes.  It was pointed out that the Suffolk Coastal Grants Task Group met twice a year but the Town Council Group met only once.  It was suggested that one way of dealing with the situation was to give a Letter of Intent to applicants.  It was agreed that this issue should be referred to the next meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee.

	RESOLVED that £250 be contributed towards the upgrading and renovation of St Mary’s, Walton Hall.



Item – 234 Bus shelter seat – Buttermere Green

The Clerk reported that she had made enquiries about the costs for the possible provision of a seat and it seemed that this could be achieved for less than £500.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council should provide a seat for the shelter in Buttermere Green and that the Clerk should be given delegated authority to purchase a seat and arrange its installation up to a budget of £500.


Item – 235 Relocation of Crescent Road toilets
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council contribute £15,000 towards an attractive open space on the site of the demolished toilets on the Triangle.  The Clerk should be given delegated power to increase this sum if necessary up to the maximum held in the earmarked reserves.  Suffolk Coastal District Council should be asked to provide a fully costed proposal.



Item – 236 Purchase of cotton and jute bags

	RESOLVED that the Town Council would purchase a further 500 jute bags and 1,000 cotton bags.  Delegated authority would be given to the Clerk to decide whether there was a cost effective increase in the size of the jute bags.



Item – 245 Rationalisation of Police response briefing stations

The Chairman reminded members that the issue had been covered earlier in the evening when members had met the Assistant Chief Constable.

RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.

276.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Council would be an Extraordinary meeting to consider the Town Council’s response to the LDF consultation and it should be held on16th November, 2009.


CHAIRMAN
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