Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3rd June, 2009

  FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 3rd June, 2009 at Felixstowe Town Hall
Present:
Councillors A Goodwin [Mayor], Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Garfield, J Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings, and Webb.
65.  
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A member of the public referred to a letter sent to the Town Council in January   concerning the possible purchase by the Town Council of additional land for the provision of allotments.  This letter had been referred by the Town Council to the Allotments Sub-Committee and she asked why no response had yet been received.  She was concerned that there would be a meeting of the Suffolk Coastal District Council LDF Task Group shortly and that because of the delay by the Town Council in considering its response to this letter land with potential allotment use would no longer be available following the LDF Task Group meeting.
At the request of the Mayor the Clerk responded that the Allotment Sub-Committee had not yet met.  It only met twice a year and the next meeting was in July.  In addition there had been no Chairman of the Committee following the death of the previous Chairman.  

66.  
 PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayer by Sister Marion Davey, Seafarers’ Centre.
67.  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings declared a personal interest in items 69, 71, 537, 538, 539, 540, 541, 542, 545 and 546 of the report of the Plans Committee meeting of the 6th May;  in items 17, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24 and 25 of the report of the Plans Committee meeting of the 20th May and in items 28, 29, 30, 34(b), 34(c), 40, 41, 42, 43 and 47 of the report of the Finance and General Purposes Committee as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in items 69; 71; in planning application C09/0588; in item 20 of the report of the Plans Committee meeting of the 20th May and in items 28, 29, 30, 34(a), 36, 37, 38, 39, 44, 46, 48, 49 and 50 of the report of the Finance and General Purposes Committee as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0597 as a friend of the applicant.

Councillor Newman and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0588 as Governors of the Orwell High School.

Councillor Bryant declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0657 in view of her involvement with the applicant.

Councillor Newman and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 20 of the Plans Committee report as Governors of the Orwell High School.

Councillor A Goodwin and Councillor J Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in item 19 of the Plans Committee report as members of the Bethesda Baptist Church.

Councillor Newman and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 48 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as Governors of the Orwell High School.

Councillor Ninnmey declared a prejudicial interest in item 48 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as the owner of a horse stabled on the site of the proposed new school.
Councillor Bryant declared a personal interest in items 38 and 39 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report as a member of the Cavendish Park Community Association and the partner of the Chairman of the Association.
68.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Deacon, Smith and Stokell
69. 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 13th MAY, 2009
The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 13th May, 2009 were confirmed as a true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

70.
MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor referred to a list of engagements: 15.05.09 – Alcohol Awareness Roadshow, Orwell High School; 16.05.09 - Drama Festival, coffee morning; 16.05.09 - Birthday Tea, Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association; 20.05.09 – Start the Guides Fun Run at Orwell High School; 23.05.09 – Drama Festival at the Spa Pavilion; 24.05.09 - Civic Service at the Bethesda Baptist Church; 30.05.09 – 100th birthday of Miss Elsie Tether at Maynell House. 
The Mayor warmly thanked all Councillors who had attended her Civic Service and had supported her.  She was grateful to them.  This had been an important occasion for her.
71.
THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009


Further to Minute ref 30 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report of 20th May, 2009 members considered the annual accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the financial year 2008/2009.


Members discussed the annual accounts and in particular those items which referred to Town Hall income.   

	Following discussion it was RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council accept and approve the annual accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2008/2009 appended to these minutes.


72.
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL’S EXTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009 AND REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009

Further to Minute ref 31 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report of 20th May, 2009 members considered the Statement of Assurance for the Town Council’s External Auditors for the financial year 2008/2009 and the Report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2008/2009.

	RESOLVED that the Statement of Assurance appended to these minutes be approved and duly signed and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors and that the Report of the Town Council’s Internal Auditor for the Financial Year 2008/2009 be noted and approved. 


73.
PLANS COMMITTEE
Items 535 – 546 of the meeting held on 6th May and items 14 – 25 of the meeting held on 20th May, 2009 were presented by Councillor Webb.  
	RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.


74.
CORRESPONDENCE

(a)  Stour and Orwell Estuaries Forum  
Members considered an invitation to Felixstowe Town Council to be represented at the next meeting of the Stour and Orwell Estuaries Forum to be held on Friday, 26th June.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED that Councillor Graham Newman should represent the Town Council at the next meeting of the Stour and Orwell Estuaries Forum.
(b) Felixstroll  
Members noted a letter from the Arts and Sports Development Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing the Town Council of events at Landguard Fort on the 4th July which were part of the Felixstroll weekend.  The Clerk told members that there would be a varied programme of events on the 4th and 5th July.  Some of these events would be based at the Town Hall.

75.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Items 26– 50 of the meeting held on 20th May, 2009 were presented by Councillor Slemmings, Chairman of this Committee.

Item 29 - Accounts

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 10th March, 2009 – 31st March amounting to £40,652.97 and the accounts from 1st April – 13th May amounting to £81, 241.00 presented to this Committee be approved.


Item 34 – Annual Accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the Financial Year 2008/2009  
RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that it accept and approve and Annual Accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2008/2009 appended to these minutes.

Item 31 – Statement of Assurance for the External Auditor for the Financial Year 2008/2009  
RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that the Statement of Assurance appended to these minutes be approved and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors.

Item 33 – Occasional Grants  
RESOLVED:

1. To make a contribution to Felixstowe and Walton United FC of £250 from the Town Council’s promotion and enhancement budget.
2. That no grant be given to Suffolk Family Carers for the 2009 Carers Week.  A letter should be sent to Suffolk Family Carers suggesting that a further application could be made to be considered at the January 2010 Finance Sub-Committee.  Suffolk Family Carers should be asked to provide information about the service provided in Felixstowe.

Item 34 (a) – Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 24th March, 2009  
The Chairman of the Community Services Group informed members that there had been a further meeting of the Group the previous day.  The Group had passed a resolution that in view of the need to respond quickly to the current issues concerning health provision in Felixstowe delegated authority should be given to herself and the Clerk to respond quickly as necessary.  There appeared to be conflict between the Strategic Health Authority and Suffolk Health on the current issues concerning the treatment of heart attacks.  A series of meetings were being held by John Gummer MP and there would be a meeting the following Monday in Felixstowe at 5 p.m. at St. Felix Church Hall.
Item 35 – Fire Risk Policy for Young People  
Members discussed the implementation of the Town Council’s Fire Risk Policy for young people.  It was suggested that there should be some form of indication in the signing-in book if people were younger than 18.

RESOLVED to adopt the evacuation of young persons under the age of 18 policy.

Item 39 – Care for the Elderly in Felixstowe  
The Chairman of the Community Services Group emphasised that during her period as Mayor she had visited many care-homes in Felixstowe and had been impressed by the standard of services.  This view had been shared by her successor as Mayor.

Item 44 – Changes to Heart Attack Care and Pancreatic Cancer Treatment  

The Chairman reminded members that there had been a robust debate concerning the changes to heart attack care at the previous meeting.  It was agreed that it was important for the Town Council to make a fuss about this issue and the Clerk had been asked to write immediately to Suffolk Health about this issue rather than wait until the next meeting of the Town Council.  The letter from the Clerk stated:
“Dear Mrs Taylor-Brown

CHANGES TO HEART ATTACK TREATMENT

I have been asked to write on behalf of Felixstowe Town Council to express its deep concerns about the changes to heart attack treatment which are currently being planned.  The Council was pleased to learn that Professor Boyle has been asked urgently to review the plans and hopes that this will result in a much better provision.  This subject is of immense importance to the population of Felixstowe and members of the public and the Council have been horrified and extremely worried about the effect of the new procedures.  

The Town Council understands the proposals and the type of treatment which is being introduced.  However, it is extraordinarily concerned about the timescales and delay in treatment which will be involved if the new system is introduced.  The journey times from Felixstowe to the three hospitals which will provide the treatment are already at the margin of the timescale within which treatment should be given.  These journey times are, in any case, based on good road conditions and the major roads serving Felixstowe are notoriously subject to serious and severe delays because of the heavy HGV traffic associated with the Port of Felixstowe and inevitably accidents and major breakdowns which can block the A14 and the A12 completely for considerable periods of time.  In order to access the road network Felixstowe traffic needs to use the Orwell Bridge which, when blocked, means that the Felixstowe peninsula becomes virtually isolated from anywhere other than Ipswich.  In addition to the journey time the initial identification of a heart attack, the arrival of an ambulance and the paramedic procedures need to be added to the journey time.  The time from the arrival in hospital to the patient reaching the operating theatre also must be factored in to the total time from heart attack to treatment.  The result of these timescales would almost inevitably result in patients reaching the operating theatre beyond the recommended timescale with all the attendant dangers to the patient.

It is vital that the brief to Professor Boyle includes detailed information about the geography and road system servicing Felixstowe.

The problem with journey times does not only apply to the patient themselves.  It is a serious issue for families and carers whose support is so important to the patient.  In the case of heart attacks, which by their nature are unexpected and cannot be prepared for, this issue is greatly accentuated.  Families can be faced with car journeys to unfamiliar and disorientating destinations when under great stress and this is itself a danger.  Public transport to distant hospitals can be very difficult or impossible and this puts a great strain on both patients and families and can reduce the quality of care to the patient.   These problems are heightened even further when the patient and family are elderly.   

The key issue seems to be the location of treatment and the fact that Ipswich Hospital has not currently been chosen as a treatment centre.  The result is that Felixstowe has been marginalised and that the population is being discriminated against in comparison with other areas of the region and the nation generally.  There appears to be a real lack of understanding of the different needs of urban and rural areas.  The Town Council hopes that the result of Professor Boyle’s consideration of the overall provision of PPCI in the area and coronary angioplasty services at Ipswich Hospital will result in the provision of services at the Hospital to prevent all the problems highlighted in this letter.   

The current issue concerning heart attacks seems to be part of a pattern which includes the treatments for head and neck cancer and for pancreatic cancer.  In each case Ipswich Hospital has been discounted as a centre of expertise and this is increasingly marginalising the area, including Felixstowe, serviced by Ipswich Hospital.  The information and consultation concerning each of these changes has had serious shortcomings and, indeed, in the case of the heart attack treatment changes there appears to have been no consultation at all.  The current situation at Suffolk County Council with the forthcoming elections cannot be seen as an excuse for a lack of public consultation.  

The Town Council therefore views this issue as of the highest importance and urgency to the community of Felixstowe.  It urges NHS Suffolk to institute new plans which will safeguard the lives of the community it serves.  The Town Council asks that you provide a copy of this letter to Professor Boyle and a copy of this letter is also being sent to the Strategic Health Authority.”              

Following the letter a response had been received from NHS Suffolk which stated that the implementation of the new services had been postponed to allow a review of the intended services for Suffolk patients, by Professor Roger Boyle, the National Heart Director.

Members discussed this response.  Members expressed concern that Professor Boyle could not be objective as he had proposed the changes in the first place and there was a great deal of concern that his advice would not be impartial.  There had been an absence of consultation which had been inappropriately timed during the County Council’s moratorium period.  There was great concern that Felixstowe had been marginalised.
The Clerk was asked to write immediately to Suffolk Health protesting strongly about the lack of consultation and referring to the potential lack of impartiality by Professor Boyle.

Item 47 – Sustainable Communities Act  
The Chairman reminded members that it was proposed to invite a representative from Suffolk Coastal District Council to talk to the Town Council about the Sustainable Communities Act.

RESOLVED that with the above amendments the report of this Committee be approved.
CHAIRMAN
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