Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 19th May, 2010

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 19th May, 2010
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb
31.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Councillor J Goodwin.
32.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 33, 37, 38, 39, 40, 47, 48, 50 and 52 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 33, 37, 39, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 51 as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in item 45 as a near neighbour of the applicant.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in item 39(b) as a Director of the Board of Suffolk Heritage Housing Association.
33.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th March, 2010, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

34.
 ACCOUNTS
 A member suggested that a review of cleaning arrangements should be considered.
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 8th March, 2010 – 31st March, 2010 amounting to £39,536.43 and the accounts from 1st April, 2010 – 4th May, 2010 amounting to £65,179.33 presented to this Committee be approved.



35.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2009/2010
The Chairman presented the annual accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the financial year 2009/2010.  Members considered the balance sheet, explanatory notes and income and expenditure accounts attached to these minutes together with the report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2009/2010.

Members discussed the Town Council’s accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2010.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that it accept and approve the Annual Accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2009/2010 appended to these minutes.




36.
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FOR THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2009/2010
The Chairman explained to members that it was necessary to complete the Statement of Assurance for the financial year 2009/2010.  A draft Statement of Assurance had been circulated to all members with the agenda for the meeting.

Members considered the Statement of Assurance and following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that the Statement of Assurance appended to these minutes be approved and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors.


37.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

	RESOLVED that the following Sub-Committee and Working Party membership be approved for the Municipal Year 2010/2011



Finance Sub Committee

  Councillor R J Garfield [Mayor]

  Councillor Slemmings [Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

  Councillor Savage [Vice-Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

  Councillor Smith [Chairman Plans Committee]

  Councillor Stokell [Vice-Chairman Plans Committee]

  Councillor Deacon 
  Councillor Jan Garfield
  Councillor Ninnmey
  Councillor Sennington 

  Cemetery and Allotments Sub-committee

  Councillor Slemmings [Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

  Councillor Bryant
  Councillor Jan Garfield
  Councillor Ninnmey

  Councillor Sennington

  Councillor Stokell

  Councillor Webb

  Felixstowe in Flower Sub-committee

  Councillor Chambers

  Councillor Dangerfield

  Councillor Deacon

  Councillor A Goodwin

  Councillor Savage

  Councillor Webb

  Play/Leisure Facilities for Young People

  Councillor Ninnmey 

  Councillor Savage

  Councillor Sennington

  Community Services Group [Health Councillors]

  Councillor M Deacon

  Councillor Jan Garfield 
  Councillor A Goodwin

Councillor G Newman
  Councillor M Ninnmey


Town Council Boundary Committee Review Working Party


(One member per Ward – Ward substitutes may be appointed if necessary)


Councillor Dangerfield


Councillor J Goodwin


Councillor Slemmings


Councillor Stokell


Councillor Webb

 38.
RECYCLING CREDITS
Members noted a letter from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £469.03 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period January – March 2010.  During this period a total of 130.6095 tonnes were collected for recycling.

A member asked to what this payment related and it was confirmed that the payment did not relate directly to disposal of recyclable materials but rather represented a credit for the avoidance of landfill tax.

 39. 
 SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 30th March, 2010.

The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 30th March, 2010 which included items concerning outdoor playing space funding scheme – sport application – Felixstowe and Corinthians Youth Cricket Club, Coronation Sports Ground, Suffolk Coastal District Council Cabinet Paper 10/10, Langer Park, Eastward Ho!, Gosford Way, Allenby Park, Skateboard Park and thanks and welcome.
A member raised a concern regarding the Felixstowe & Corinthians Youth Cricket Club application, namely that with the withdrawal of this application the relevant funding earmarked for the scheme by the English Cricket Board may thereby be lost.  This would be detrimental in fulfilling the needs and enthusiasm of young people wanting to participate in youth cricket.  It was pointed out that this could be linked to the potential return of county standard cricket to Felixstowe, therefore other sources of potential funding should be explored.  In discussion Members clarified that the “Town Ground” was not as a matter of historical fact a public open space.  The Clerk was asked to confirm this fact with the relevant officers at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  It was noted that discussions were ongoing regarding the cricket ground.

Members discussed the reinstallation of play equipment at Coronation Sports Ground and it was noted that the minuted reference to £10,000 Play Space funding available for next year related to the fiscal year not calendar year.  This funding was not earmarked for this play space only, but was for use throughout the entire district.

Members discussed Allenby Park.  Further information was provided on Lord Allenby to assist with interpretation boards.  Members noted the intention to upgrade and refurbish the main gates to the park.  Members noted the emergence of gates in the fences of surrounding properties giving direct access to the park and the potential problems that this could cause.  A Member suggested that the main gates to the park should be locked at dusk.

Discussion took place regarding the damage to the seat at the Skateboard Park and it was noted that the CCTV image was not identifiable.  It was not known precisely in what respect the image was unidentifiable.  

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 30th March, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


   b.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 12th April, 2010

Councillor A Goodwin introduced the report of the Community Services Group of 12th April, 2010 which included items concerning the Bartlet Hospital, post operative cancer care, services at Felixstowe Community Hospital and Suffolk LINk.

Councillor Slemmings left the room during discussion of the item regarding Conford House.  

Members discussed the current scheme for development at Conford House.  This application had been discussed at the Plans Committee earlier that day.  The Chairman of the Plans Committee confirmed that a letter was to be written to the applicant outlining Members’ concerns and requesting further clarification of the rationale behind the scheme.

Members discussed the current out of hours provision of medical services in Felixstowe.  A member gave an update regarding a recent meeting with Harmoni  at which concerns were expressed.  It appeared that Harmoni were complying with their contractual obligations.  It was understood that the only area where a GP was available out of hours in the Suffolk Coastal district was Aldeburgh.  A member observed that there did not appear to be any clear and accessible complaints procedure for Harmoni’s service.
Members discussed various concerns regarding the current provision of medical services at the Minor Injuries Unit of the Felixstowe Community Hospital which appeared to be under threat.  It was agreed that anecdotal evidence from those using the MIU should be documented and forwarded to the Clerk in order to capture a more formal overall picture and to enable greater overall visibility of the current service.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group of 12th April, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.


  c.
Report of the meeting of the Youth Forum of 5th May, 2010
The Clerk introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 5th May, 2010 which included items concerning the new Big Question – Healthcare for Young People in Felixstowe, Young Infolink Project, Causton School items, Deben High School items, Level2 items, Langer School items, Colneis School items, Grange School items, Litterpick 2010, Langer Park, Parkour area, graffiti in Felixstowe, Suffolk Youth Games, Suffolk Coastal District Council – summer activities, Suffolk County Council – libraries, Suffolk County Council – youth participation and Felixstowe Seafront Gardens.
A Member confirmed that she had contacted the police regarding their presence at the Skatepark and regular visits were in place.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Youth Forum of 5th May, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


40.  
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL - SERVICE CHANGES 

Members noted the correspondence relating to a comprehensive review of all District services.


It was noted that future recycling credits would be reduced.  Regarding the introduction of a charge for additional litter collections, Members expressed some concern about how this would work in practice, for example litter collection at the Felixstowe Carnival.  The Clerk was requested to ask Suffolk Coastal District Council for further details of current additional litter collections in Felixstowe and an indication of the likely costs.


Members of Suffolk Coastal District Council confirmed that the concept of “equality of service across the district” was not a formally adopted policy at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The Clerk was requested to write a letter to Suffolk Coastal District Council to clarify this point.


Members noted that the verge cutting regime in Felixstowe will be reduced from 17 cuts per year to 14 cuts per year.  The Clerk was asked to write to Suffolk Coastal District Council to clarify the timing of the 14 cuts mindful of seasonal and horticultural implications.
41.  
FELIXSTOWE OPEN TOP TOUR –SUMMER 2010

Members discussed the request from Ipswich Buses for a subsidised payment of £420 for the operation of the Felixstowe Open Top Tour in summer 2010.  Members agreed that this was a worthy service to support and it was:

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council contribute £420 during the financial year 2010/2011 to Ipswich Buses towards the operation of the Felixstowe Open Top Bus Service.  This sum should be taken from the Town Council’s Enhancement Budget.



42.  
PROPOSED SPEED TABLES, FELIXSTOWE – HAMILTON ROAD AND UNDERCLIFF ROAD WEST
Members noted correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council regarding the introduction of speed tables in Hamilton Road and Undercliff Road West.
43.  
PROPOSED TRAFFIC ORDERS – ONE WAY (EXCEPT CYCLISTS) BENT HILL, FELIXSTOWE AND RELOCATION OF SATURDAY ACCESS RESTRICTION, HAMILTON ROAD, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council regarding proposed traffic orders – one way up (except cyclists) Bent Hill, Felixstowe and relocation of Saturday access restriction, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

Discussion took place regarding the use of Bent Hill by various different user groups.  A member reported that there was a problem with the camber on Convalescent Hill particularly for the tuning angle of wheelchair users.  A member confirmed that the traffic management team had been made aware of this.

44.  
CONVERSION OF FOOTPATHS IN TRIMLEY ST MARY AND FELIXSTOWE TO SHARED USE PATHS

Members noted correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council regarding the conversion of footpaths in Trimley St Mary and Felixstowe to shared use paths.  
45.  
REQUEST FOR ADVISORY PARKING SPACE – 7a HIGH BEACH, FELIXSTOWE

Councillor Savage left the room during discussion of this item.


Members discussed the request for an Advisory Parking space at 7a High Beach, Felixstowe.  The Clerk advised members that various objections had been received from several residents of High Beach.  Following discussion members agreed that this application should not be supported and the Clerk was requested to inform Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council appropriately.

46.  
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL (FOOTPATH 34 – PART, AND URBAN FOOTPATH, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from Resource Management, Suffolk County Council regarding Suffolk County Council (Footpath 34 – Part, and Urban Footpath, Felixstowe).
47.  
AIR QUALITY CONSULTATION
Members discussed a previous update from Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding an Air Quality Consultation undertaken by the District Council.  At that time there had been concerns about air quality at the Dooley Inn, Ferry Lane.  The property was then vacant.  Members recognised that the Dooley Inn was now occupied again and the Clerk was requested to seek further clarification on that basis.
48.  
REVIEW OF COLLECTION OF REFUSE AND RECYCLING SERVICE BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
Members noted the forthcoming review by Suffolk Coastal District Council of refuse and recycling collection rounds in the district.  The Members’ view was that there were no problems with the current collection arrangements however, the Clerk was requested to write to Suffolk Coastal District Council to support the principle of collections staying on the same day of the week as at present.
49.  
ROYAL AIR FORCE MEMORIAL DAY – 11th JULY 2010

Members noted the Royal Air Force Memorial Day and agreed it was worthy event to support.
50.  
XTREMEFEST – SUNDAY, 25TH JULY 2010
Members discussed the request for financial support for the Xtremefest event planned for Sunday, 25th July at Brackenbury Fort, Felixstowe.  Members recognised that this was an event that encouraged visitors to Felixstowe and had been a popular event in the past.  Councillor Newman confirmed that the event did not qualify for financial support from a Suffolk County Council locality budget.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED to hire a stall at the event for £150 and to sell the Town Council’s jute bags.


51.  
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF PART OF THE U3123 MAIDSTONE ROAD, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from Head of Legal Services, Suffolk County Council regarding the temporary closure of part of the U3123 Maidstone Road, Felixstowe.
52.
CORRESPONDENCE FROM COUNCILLOR M NINNMEY REGARDING BLUE FLAG SCHEME FOR FELIXSTOWE SOUTH BEACH

Councillor Ninnmey had requested that three questions regarding the Blue Flag Scheme for Felixstowe South Beach be tabled under Correspondence for discussion.  

The Chairman stated that it was not the practice of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to include an agenda item of Any Other Business.  It was useful to however include an agenda item of Correspondence for the benefit of the Committee.  This was used mainly to cover items which were of note only, often which had been received subsequent to the distribution of the agenda and relevant papers to the Committee, and on subjects which were not likely to involve a requirement for more detailed preparation by officers.  The Chairman observed that this request would appear to be outside this practice however, in the interests of clarification, the Chairman was minded to address these questions as a matter of fact.  These were as follows:
1.
Who made the decision regarding opting out of the Blue Flag Scheme for Felixstowe South Beach?


Answer: Suffolk Coastal District Council.
2.
When was the decision made and when was Felixstowe Town Council informed of it?
Answer: It was understood that the decision was made approximately in January 2010, and that Councillors Smith and Savage were involved in the Suffolk Coastal District Council consultation process.
3. Who is responsible for marketing Felixstowe as a seaside resort?

Answer: Suffolk Coastal District Council.

For the purposes of clarification, the Clerk was requested to write to Suffolk Coastal District Council outlining the issues raised above, and invite an appropriate response.
CHAIRMAN
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