Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 21st January, 2009


FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 21st January, 2009
Present:
Councillors Savage [Vice Chairman in the Chair], Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings [for items 254 - 369], Stokell and Webb.
346.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Deacon, Gorski and Smith. 
347.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Stokell declared a personal interest in items 348, 349, 354, 355(c), 357, 361, 362, 363 and 366 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 348, 349, 355(a), 357, 358, 359, 360, 365, 367, 368 and 369 as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 259 as a resident of the area.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in item 362 in view of family interests in the land under discussion.

Councillor Chambers declared a personal interest in item 364 as an employee of China Shipping.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Landguard Fort Trust as a director of the Landguard Fort Trust.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a member of the body administering grants.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a trustee of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Councillor Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau as a trustee of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a contribution to the Community Rail Partnership as a transport operator in Felixstowe.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Disability Advice Service as a reserve member of the Disability Advice Service committee.

Councillor Slemmings declared a prejudicial interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Swimming Club as a member of the Club.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Sea Cadets as Chairman of the Sea Cadets Management Committee.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in items 351, 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to Optua as the wife of the Company Secretary of Optua.

Councillor Bryant declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to Broadway House and a grant to the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association as a Felixstowe Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to Broadway House and a grant to the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association as a Felixstowe Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.

Councillor Stokell declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to Broadway House and a grant to the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association as a Felixstowe Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 353, 354 355(b) and 355(d) as the owner of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

Councillor Stokell declared a personal interest in items 353, 354 355(b) and 355(d) as the owner of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

Councillor Webb declared a personal interest in items 353, 354 355(b) and 355(d) as the owner of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in items 353, 354 355(b) and 355(d) as the owner of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

Councillor Dangerfield declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Felixstowe Wesel Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Felixstowe Wesel Association.

Councillor Dangerfield declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.
Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor J Goodwin declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Savage declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

Councillor Webb declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

The Clerk declared a personal interest in items 354 and 355(d) in so far as they referred to a grant to the Salzwedel Partnership Association and twinning expenses as a member of the Salzwedel Partnership Association.

348.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th November, 2008, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

349.
ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 5th November, 2008 – 7th January, 2009 amounting to £70,506.54 presented to this Committee be approved.



350.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2008
Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period October - December 2008.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Rosemary Brown for her work.
351.
OCCASIONAL GRANTS
No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest. 
The Chairman reminded members that a sum of £2250.00 was included in estimates for occasional grants during the Financial Year 2008/2009. Of this sum grants totalling £600.00 had been made to: “Just the Tonic” and The St Mary’s Opportunity Group. £1650 therefore remained available from this sum.  However, because of the number and high quality of applications received during 2008/2009 the Finance Sub-Committee has recommended that the under spend of £1000 from the RAF Freedom of Felixstowe 50th Anniversary budget should be vired to the occasional grants budget providing a total of £2650 for occasional grants.
Members noted the following recommendations by the Finance Sub-Committee concerning occasional grants for the financial year 2009/2010 and RESOLVED to accept these recommendations:
	Name of Organisation
	A grant be made of:

	Art on the Prom
	£350

	Boost Bus (Rotary Club of Felixstowe)
	£400

	Coastwatch
	£300

	Disability Advice Service
	£100

	FACTS
	£300

	Felixstowe Sea Cadets
	£500

	Felixstowe Swimming Club
	No grant

	Ipswich and East Suffolk Headway
	No grant

	Optua
	£200

	Orwell District Scouts (re St George’s Day)
	£150

	Seaton Road Methodist Church
	No grant

	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	No grant

	Suffolk Family Carers
	No grant

	Trinity Day Care Centre
	£200

	Vitalise
	No grant

	Total
	£2500


352.
BUDGETARY MONITORING FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2008
Members noted and discussed the budgetary outturn for the period October – December 2008 and:

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn attached to these minutes.


353.
CEMETERY CHARGES 2009/2010
Councillor Webb introduced the proposals for Cemetery charges for 2009/2010.  The proposed increases in fees amounted to approximately 5% 
	Following careful discussion of the Cemetery charges it was RESOLVED that the Cemetery charges appended to these Minutes be approved.


354.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL ESTIMATES AND BUDGET 2009/2010

Councillor Slemmings joined the meeting at this point.
No discussion took place on any item in which members had declared a prejudicial interest. 
The Vice Chairman introduced the estimates recommended by the Finance Committee.  She drew the attention of members to the summary page which showed the estimated budget and precept for 2009/2010.  The recommended precept was £367350 which represented a 4.7% increase over 2008/2009 and a band D charge of £42.28.

Members discussed the recommended estimates.  It was noted that the anticipated outturn for 2008/2009 was lower than the estimated figure.  The Clerk pointed out that this was largely due to a lower anticipated figure for expenditure on the Town Hall.  Until the refurbished Town Hall has been operating for a full financial year it would not be possible to be precise about such figures as heating costs.
Following further discussion it was:

	Following careful discussion of the estimates it was RESOLVED that the estimates and budget appended to these Minutes be approved.



	RESOLVED that the amounts therein referred to in respect of wages, salaries, annual grants and the Mayor’s allowance be approved and the appropriate payments made.


	RESOLVED that the Town Clerk forward to Suffolk Coastal District Council a precept for £367350


 355.   SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

a. Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 25th November, 2008.
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 25th November, 2008 which included items concerning head and neck cancer care; future clinical services in the East of England; Suffolk LINk; Felixstowe Community Hospital and Felixstowe Locality Planning Group.
During discussion it was pointed out that the head and neck cancer care services would be transferred from Ipswich Hospital to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital on 27th January.  There would be no help with transport for carers and close relations.

Members discussed the Felixstowe Community Hospital and the average length of stay.  Members agreed that Dawlish was a useful comparison as it served a community with a similar demographic profile.  It was pointed out that there was a close relationship with GPs in Dawlish who were involved throughout the process.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 25th November, 2008, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


b. Report of the meeting of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th December, 2008.
Councillor Webb introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th December, 2008 which included items concerning review of Cemetery charges 2009/2010; Allotment Association partnership and staff changes at Felixstowe Cemetery.
Councillor Webb explained that the relationship with the Allotment Association was progressing well.  The Sub-Committee had been delighted that Daniel Hammond was now working for the Town Council again.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th December, 2008, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


c.
Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 8th January, 2009.
The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 8th January, 2009 which included items concerning provision of play equipment in Felixstowe; skateboard project; Outdoor Playing Space contributions; Parish Outdoor Space Schedule and Strategy; West End Play and the Local Development Framework. 
The representatives of the West Ward emphasised that local residents were still worried about the skate park project and about the timescale and the equipment for the site. The police had assured local residents that there would be intensive policing once the skate park was operational.  There was currently anti social behaviour in the area which was leading to residents’ worries.  Residents were particularly worried at the after hours use of the area because of this.  Residents were also worried about noise.  The Chairman responded that the area would be sunk and bunded with planting to mitigate the noise.  The site was a long way from residential properties.  It was suggested that as the Woodbridge Skate Park was already opened it would be helpful to have data and information about the usage of the Woodbridge Skate Park and any problems that occurred.  However, it was pointed out that the design of the Woodbridge Park was completely different as it was fenced off and was not available after hours.  In discussion it was emphasised that likely problems would not be generated by the skate boarders themselves but by those who were already misbehaving in the area.  It was hoped that the police would deal with these issues.  A member asked whether the tenders included such items as CCTV and lighting.  The Chairman explained that all tenders had included all those items required for the skate park but this was a matter for the District Council.  Members asked about the construction period of the project and security during construction.  The Chairman explained that the completion of the project would be dependent on the weather but that part of the project financed by the Play Builder Fund would need to be completed by the end of March.  Work would be continuous and the project would be properly managed in accordance with building regulations.
The Chairman told the Committee that the next meeting of the Working Party would be considering the Outdoor Play Space Schedule and Strategy which needed updating.  The Clerk informed members that the consultants carrying out the Leisure Needs Analysis would be attending the next meeting of the Working Party so that they could hear discussion on this item in particular.  They would also be giving a presentation to all members of the Council prior to the meeting of the Council on 4th February.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 8th January, 2009., circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


d.
Report of the meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee of 12th January, 2009
(No discussion took place of those items in which members had declared prejudicial interests)

The Chairman introduced the report of the Finance Sub-Committee of 12th January, 2009 which included items concerning the recommendations of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee concerning Cemetery charges for 2009/2010; Felixstowe Town Council estimates/budget 2009/2010; occasional grants; review of the Town Council’s internal audit arrangements; financial risk assessment for Felixstowe Town Council; action plan to address issues arising from the annual auditor for the year ending 31st March, 2008 and application for financial assistance for the Lions Club.
Members discussed the report of the Finance Sub-Committee and noted that several of the items had already been dealt with earlier on in the agenda.  The Committee noted that the Finance Sub-Committee had carried out a review of the Town Council’s internal audit arrangements and:


	End of Year Checks

	At the end of the financial year the internal auditor   checks the final annual accounts to ensure that they are correctly presented and comply with the Account and Audit Regulations.


	Risk Assessment and Financial Management

	The Internal Auditor carries out audit at the frequency and on the topics identified in the Town Council’s Financial Risk Assessment.


	Provision of Information to the Council

	The internal auditor provides informal notes for the financial administrator.  He gives a verbal report to the Clerk.  He makes a written report to the Council after each visit.  This report is presented to the Finance & General Purpose Committee and is recorded in the minutes of the Committee. 


	Qualifications of Internal Auditor

	The current internal auditor is a former finance officer from a Principal Authority.  He is a former Parish Clerk.



	


Members noted that the Finance Sub-Committee had carried out a review of the action plan to address issues arising from the annual audit for the year ending 31st March, 2008 and:
	RESOLVED to address issues arising from the annual audit for the year ending 31st March, 2008 appended to these minutes.



Members noted that the Finance Sub-Committee had carried out a financial risk assessment for Felixstowe Town Council and:
	RESOLVED to recommend that the financial risk assessment appended to these minutes be adopted by the Town Council.


	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Finance Sub-Committee of 12th January, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


356.
HMS GANGES YOUTH TROPHY
The Chairman reminded members that the HMS Ganges Youth Trophy was presented annually to a young person or group of young people for outstanding services to the community.   Organizations in the town associated with young people were approached and asked to make nominations.  They were also sought through the Felixstowe Town Council Newsletter.  The Committee might wish to consider whether to present the trophy in 2009.  It was usual for the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to form a Sub-Committee to consider all nominations received.
Members discussed the HMS Ganges Youth Trophy and emphasized its importance in recognising the contribution made by young people to the community.  Members were concerned that there had been such a limited number of entrants in recent years.  It was emphasised that publicity was vital for the competition and all members were asked to promote the competition as much as possible.

	RESOLVED that the HMS Ganges Youth Trophy be presented in 2009 and that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee form a Sub-Committee to consider all nominations received.


357.
COLD CALLING ZONES
Members considered emails from the Community Safety Officer and from Councillor Newman concerning the possible implementation of a “No cold calling zone” in Felixstowe, possibly in Cage Lane or Maybush Lane.  Members were surprised by these suggestions as they were not aware of any particular issues in these areas.  Members suggested that this was a matter for individual householders who could display “no hawkers” signs.  Members agreed that before pursuing this issue any further they needed to see the history of crime evidence for these areas and the Clerk was asked to contact the Community Safety Officer to request this information.
358.
BUS SHELTERS IN NORMAN CLOSE/WESTERN AVENUE AND WAVENEY ROAD
The Clerk reported that following a request from a member of the public for a bus shelter on the corner of Norman Close/Western Avenue and a request from Councillor Dangerfield for a bus shelter in Waveney Road she had consulted with local residents about these proposals.  In Western Avenue she had consulted only the two properties directly affected.  Both properties were strongly opposed to the suggestion.  Because of the previous history of problems in Waveney Road she had consulted all the properties on the side of the current bus stop. Of the fourteen consulted six were generally in favour and two were against.  Of these two, one was the property closest to the current bus stop.
Members discussed the consultation concerning the two proposals.  Members agreed that that in view of the open nature of the front gardens in Western Avenue a bus shelter in this location was not appropriate.  However, in view of the support for a shelter in Waveney Road the Town Council should support this proposal.  The Clerk was therefore asked to contact Suffolk County Council asking that a bus shelter be provided in Waveney Road adjacent to the current bus stop.  The Clerk was asked to enquire whether it would be possible to move the bus stop in Western Avenue to a location where a shelter would be less intrusive to adjacent properties.
359.
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF PART OF COBBOLD ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the room during consideration of this item.

Members noted a letter from the Head of Legal Services, Suffolk County Council notifying Felixstowe Town Council of the temporary closure of part of Cobbold Road to enable Suffolk County Council to provide new raised table junctions.  The Chairman reminded members that the Town Council had been consulted about the proposals for Cobbold Road which were part of the local safety scheme.  The Clerk emphasised that the Town Council had been extensively consulted about the scheme.

In discussing this item Members commented on the lack of an alternative route for traffic travelling from north to south during the works.

360.
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF FOOTPATH 62, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the East Area Rights of Way Manager concerning the temporary closure of footpath 62, 4a and 11 to allow urgent sea defence works to be carried out.  Members commented that when previous works had been carried out in this area the reinstatement of the surface had not been satisfactory and the Clerk was asked to contact Suffolk County Council to ask that on this occasion proper reinstatement should take place.
361.
FELIXSTOWE COASTAL PATH PROJECT – POSSIBLE LOTTERY FUNDING

The Clerk reported that as part of the Felixstowe Coastal Path project, a Felixstowe Futures project, a celebratory weekend was being planned on 5th/6th July.  Some funding was available for this event but match funding was required.  It was open to the Town Council to apply for an Awards for All grant towards the project.  Suffolk Coastal District Council which was a Felixstowe Futures partner was unable to make such an application under the lottery rules.


Members discussed the Felixstowe Coastal Path project which they fully supported.  Following discussion:

	It was RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council make an application to the lottery fund Awards for All towards the Felixstowe Coastal Path project and in particular the celebration weekend of the 5th/6th July 2009.


362.
ALLOTMENT WAITING LISTS/ADDITIONAL ALLOTMENT LAND

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this item.

Members considered a letter from a member of the public addressed to the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee.

The letter stated that the Site Specific Allocations part of the current Suffolk Coastal Core Strategy Public Consultation set out parcels of land which had been offered to the Council by landowners, and two of these included fields adjacent to prime allotment sites in the town, at Cowpasture and Ferry Road.  If large areas of agricultural land were to be given up for development, home grown food production would become increasingly important, and there would be a proven need for an extension of allotment sites to satisfy an increasing demand for land by home growers.  It was stated that they had it on good authority that there are currently more than 120 people on the waiting list for an allotment in Felixstowe and this figure would undoubtedly increase if any further housing was approved for the peninsula.  The letter stated that they were allotment holders and were approached on a regular basis by people who were looking to take over plots.  It would therefore seem sensible for either Felixstowe Town Council or Suffolk Coastal District Council to purchase fields adjacent to the allotment sites and rent them out to the home growers who are waiting.  This would not only satisfy a proven local need, but would reassure Felixstowe residents that their interests are uppermost in the minds of their local Councillors.

Members discussed this letter.  It was pointed out that the LDF already made reference to the provision of allotments.  There were however many detailed issues to consider.  Were the Town Council to acquire any land for additional allotments it would need to be at agricultural prices rather than development prices.  It was pointed out that interest in allotments was linked to the economic situation.  The Clerk confirmed that there was a substantial waiting list for allotments in Felixstowe.  However, this was a relatively recent development and it was not yet clear whether this was a permanent trend.  Demand for allotments had varied markedly over the years.

Members agreed to refer this matter to the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee so that detailed consideration could be given to this matter.

363.
CONSULTATION ON AIR QUALITY IN SUFFOLK COASTAL

Members considered a letter from Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning air quality.  The summary of the air quality report stated that:

“Detailed Assessment into emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter from activities on and associated with the Port of Felixstowe, including future predictions for 2010 with the Felixstowe South reconfiguration on-line, has now been completed.  The investigation looked at concentrations of the three pollutants at all houses and other receptor locations in the vicinity of the Port and its main access routes including the A14 trunk road.


The report confirms that currently at all receptor location, with the exception of one property, the air quality for all three pollutants is within the Government’s objectives.  At one property – the Dooley Inn Public House, Ferry Lane, Felixstowe annual mean levels of nitrogen dioxide are slightly above the air quality objective.  The report concludes that the Council should consider declaring an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) at the Dooley Inn to tackle the exceedance.  The Council has already been working with the Port of Felixstowe to look at measures that could be introduced to help reduce emissions, and this work will continue.

The Detailed Assessment for Felixstowe also looked at predictions for 2010 with the Felixstowe South Reconfiguration expansion on-line.  The findings were that, in addition to the Dooley Inn, the annual mean nitrogen dioxide objective could also be exceeded at a number of residential properties within Adastral Close, Felixstowe.  The assessment found that a proportion of the nitrogen dioxide emissions is coming from certain container handling equipment.  The Port of Felixstowe advised that they are investigating the possibility of installing electricity supply points for this equipment to use when idling and the assessment concluded that if this is done the air quality objectives should be met in Adastral Close.”

Members noted this report.  Concern was expressed about the air quality at the Dooley Inn.  Members noted that the Port of Felixstowe was looking at measures to help reduce emissions.  Members commented that modern engines were currently becoming cleaner and cleaner.

364.
TWINNING WITH PUDONG, CHINA
Members considered a letter from the China Shipping Agency concerning the possibility of a twinning between Felixstowe and the new Shanghai town Pudong.

Members discussed this suggestion.  Previous requests had been received for a twinning between Felixstowe and a Chinese town but the Town Council felt that these were not practical in terms of capacity and cost.  However, members could see the advantage of some form of less formal arrangement with Pudong and it was agreed that the Clerk should respond to the letter suggesting a meeting to explore the possibilities of some form of less formal arrangement.

365.
FLOODING IN HIGH ROAD WEST

Members considered emails from Councillors J Goodwin and Ninnmey concerning the problems of flooding in High Road West between the junctions of Cornwall Road and Seaton Road.  Councillors had been exploring these issues with the County Council and it had been established that Anglian Water were the owners of the main drain and the problem was their responsibility.  Councillors were pursuing this issue.
366.
SEMINAR DOWN YOUR LANE, UP YOUR STREET
Members noted an invitation for Felixstowe Town Council to attend a seminar “Down your Lane, Up Your Street” on 26th March at Halesworth.  The seminar was to give people ideas for developing events.
367.
TRAFFIC ISLAND BOLLARD LIGHTS

Members considered a letter from a member of the public concerning problems with unlit island lights.  The letter referred to a number of locations where lights were not working.  Members also considered an email from Suffolk County Council which explained that these issues were being addressed and that there was a policy to replace lit bollards with reflecting signs.

Members expressed sympathy with the member of the public.  Members pointed out the danger of accidents where bollards were unlit.  The Clerk was asked to contact Suffolk County Council to ask that until the reflecting signs had been put in place, the illuminated bollards should be properly maintained and cleaned.

368.
FOOTPATH 34 CYCLETRACK – PHASE 2 (LINKING GRANGE FARM AVENUE AND WESEL AVENUE TO GRANGE ROAD AND PEEWIT HILL IMPROVEMENTS  

Members noted drawings from Suffolk County Council illustrating phase 2 of the Footpath 34 cycletrack and the Peewit Hill improvements.  The Clerk reminded members that Peewit Hill improvements were part of the Section 106 agreement for the Felixstowe South Reconfiguration and the capital sum for the improvements had been paid to Suffolk County Council by the Port of Felixstowe.  Peewit Hill would be surfaced and proper drainage would be installed and there would be barriers at both ends to prevent inappropriate access by motor vehicles and to provide security at the foot of the hill.  Members welcomed these improvements.  Members also noted the route of the second phase of Footpath 34 improvements.  Members noted that the upgraded path/cycle way would be adjacent to the new skate park and would provide access away from residential properties.
369.
RESURFACING OF A14 PORT OF FELIXSTOWE ROAD (EASTBOUND AND WESTBOUND)
Members noted information from Messrs Atkins and the Highways Agency concerning maintenance work to the A14, Port of Felixstowe Road.
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