Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 18th March, 2009


FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 18th March, 2009
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Smith, Stokell and Webb.
In attendance: Councillor Newman

443.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Gorski and Ninnmey.
444.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 445, 446, 450, 452(a), 452(b), 452(d), 459 and 462 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors J Goodwin and Newman declared a personal interest in items 445, 446, 449, 452(c), 452(e), 452(f), 453, 454, 455, 456, 457, 458, 460, 462 and 464.

Councillor Newman and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 458 as Governors of the Orwell High School.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in item 449 as a taxi operator in Felixstowe.

Councillor Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 448 as a Trustee of Landguard Fort.
Councillor Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 460 as a member of the Board of Suffolk Sport.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a personal interest in item 452(c) as a member of the Felixstowe Locality Group.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in item 452(c) as a member of the League of Friends of Felixstowe Community Hospital.

445.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st January, 2009, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

446.
ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 6th January, 2009 – 10th March, 2009 amounting to £98,118.15 presented to this Committee be approved.



447.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY - MARCH 2009
Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period January - March 2009.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Rosemary Brown for her work.
448.
OCCASIONAL GRANTS
The Chairman reminded members that a sum of £150 remained available from the 2008/2009 budget for occasional grants.
Members considered applications from Age Concern, for the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain celebrations and from the Felixstowe Learning Alliance. Members discussed these applications and it was:
	RESOLVED to donate £150 towards the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain celebrations. 


It was agreed to refer the applications from Age Concern and the Felixstowe Learning Alliance to the January 2010 Finance Committee at which all applications for the forthcoming financial year would be considered together.
449.
FELIXSTOWE OPEN TOP BUS SERVICE

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this item.


Councillor Chambers joined the meeting at this point.


Members considered a letter from Ipswich Buses concerning the Felixstowe Open Top service for 2009.  The letter stated that Ipswich Buses was proposing to operate an open top tour of Felixstowe for two days a week during the summer school holidays in partnership with Felixstowe Town Council and ESTA.  In 2008 the operations were reasonably successful carrying a total of 214 passengers.  The letter requested a contribution of £420 from Felixstowe Town Council.

Members discussed the Open Top Bus Service.  They agreed that this was an important tourist attraction for Felixstowe but were concerned about the low passenger figures for 2008.  They recognised that the service was affected by the weather in 2008 but were concerned about the sustainability of the service given the passenger numbers.  Members questioned the effect of free bus passes on the service and it was pointed out in discussion that the Government was considering changing the regulations concerning concessionary bus passes.


Members agreed that the service should be supported but the Clerk should seek further information concerning the sustainability of the service; whether bus passes were affecting the service; whether the service could be co-ordinated with the route of the footpath project; whether there were other ways in which the service could be grown and whether the days on which the service operated were appropriate in view of the fact that Tuesdays and Thursdays were the most popular days for coach trips to Felixstowe.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED to donate £420 from the environment and enhancement budget to Ipswich Buses for the operation of the 2009 Open Top Bus Service.


450.
RECYCLING CREDITS
Members noted a letter from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £360.93 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period October – December 2008.  During this period a total of 96.8765 tonnes were collected for recycling.

Members noted that the recycling credits had been used to provide cotton and jute bags and also to subsidise additional litter bins.  Members were pleased to note that the jute bags were still being sold.  

451.
PROPOSED TWINNING WITH PUDONG
Further to Minute Ref: 364 of 21st January, 2009 the Mayor reported that a meeting was held on Friday, 6th March with Derek Johnson of the China Shipping Agency/Johnson Stevens.  He had explained that the Town Council would like to express friendship towards Pudong.  Pudong would prefer to be associated in friendship with Felixstowe rather than any other major port such as Hamburg.  However, during the meeting it had been made clear that the Town Council did not have any major resources to promote a formal twinning at this stage.  It had been suggested that the Town Council would send a letter of friendship to Pudong.  This would be presented in a formal ceremony to the Master of one the China Shipping company vessels when it called at Felixstowe.  The Master of the vessel would then present it to representatives of Pudong when the ship docked there.  Derek Johnson was very happy with this suggestion.  The Mayor therefore asked for the agreement of the Committee to send this formal letter of friendship.
The Chairman told the Committee that a group of children from Felixstowe had visited Pudong the previous year.  It would be very appropriate to include them in any ceremonies and in the future development of the friendship.

Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that a formal letter of Friendship should be sent to Pudong by Felixstowe Town Council.


 452.  SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS


Councillor Deacon left the meeting at this point.

a. Reports of the meeting of the Youth Forum of 14th January, 2009 and 11th March, 2009
Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 14th January, 2009 which included items concerning the lottery application - Felixstowe seafront gardens, the Big Question – how can we make Felixstowe a better place, new Forum members, Langer School items, Level2 items, Deben High School items, Orwell High School items, Causton School items, Colneis School items, Building Schools for the Future, cotton and jute bags and bands in the bar.  She then introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 11th March which included items concerning welcome to new members, the Big Question – how can we make Felixstowe a better place, Langer School items, Level2 items, Orwell High School items, Causton School items, Colneis School items, Boost items, litter complaints, Felixstowe Skatepark and HMS Ganges Youth Trophy.
Councillor Savage explained that these had been very good meetings.  The young people had been involved in the various consultations concerning the Spa Gardens; The Big Tidy Up; The Leisure Needs Analysis survey and the Felixstowe Learning Alliance.  They had been pleased to welcome representatives from Boost, which was the Christian Youth Forum.  Boost was promoting a project for a bus which would be available for young people in Felixstowe and the surrounding villages.
Members noted with concern the problems facing Level2.  However, it was reported that as a result of an £18,000 invoice being waived and a donation of £17,000 from the Youth Opportunities Trust and funding from Suffolk Coastal District Council the threat of closure had been lifted on a temporary basis.

The Clerk informed members that representatives from Level2, including the Chairman of the Trustees, would be giving a presentation concerning the current situation at 6.30 p.m. on 1st April prior to the meeting of the Council.

	It was RESOLVED that the reports of the Youth Forum of 14th January, 2009 and 11th March, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


b. Report of the meeting of the Felixstowe in Flower Sub-Committee of 26th January, 2009 
The Clerk introduced the report of the Felixstowe in Flower Sub-Committee of 26th January, 2009 which included items concerning accounts, Anglia in Bloom and Britain in Bloom, Anglia in Bloom entry 2009, Felixstowe in Flower scheme 2009 and sponsorship of hanging baskets, tubs and troughs 2009.
The Clerk explained that the 2009 campaign was now starting.  The Committee hoped that there would be the usual very good support from businesses, organisations and individuals from Felixstowe.  Designs for the 2009 3D display had been produced by students from the Deben High School.

Members discussed the 2009 Felixstowe in Flower scheme.  Members expressed the hope that the excellent flying boat used for the 3D display in 2008 could be preserved and the Clerk was asked to find out what plans Suffolk Coastal Services had for the flying boat.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe in Flower Committee of 26th January, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


c. Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 3rd February, 2009.

The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 3rd February, 2009 which included items concerning Suffolk LINk, Felixstowe Community Hospital, ambulance provision in Felixstowe, NHS East of England meetings, British Red Cross – “Home from Hospital”, PPI and Felixstowe Locality Group and Ipswich Hospital.
The Chairman emphasised that the Group had not yet heard any more details from the Shaw Trust.  Members expressed continuing concern about the issue of NHS bed spaces in Felixstowe.  The information from NHS Suffolk seemed to underline the need for a convalescent facility in Felixstowe.  Members agreed that the current situation and information concerning health care locally was very depressing.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 3rd February, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


d.
Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 10th February, 2009.
The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 10th February, 2009 which included items concerning Parish Outdoor Playing Space Schedule and strategy, Local Development Framework and skateboard project.
The Chairman told members that this had been a particularly interesting meeting.  Jim Cowan from Cowan Global Consulting had been present and it had been an opportunity to examine the Parish Outdoor Playing Space Schedule and Strategy in full detail.  Jennie Catling, from Suffolk Coastal District Council, who attended the meeting, would be feeding back the information from the meeting.  She paid tribute to Mike Sharman, the Chairman of the Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation, who had done an excellent job in providing detailed comments concerning the Parish Outdoor Playing Space Schedule and Strategy.
Members discussed the report of the Working Party.  Concern was expressed that the aspiration for a LEAP standard play area in the vicinity of Maybush Lane might be deleted from the schedule.  The Clerk was asked to establish whether all the designated NEAP and LEAP areas were currently in public ownership and whether this was planning policy.  The Clerk was asked to provide copies of the illustrative maps for all members of the Council.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 10th February, 2009., circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


e.
Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 2nd March, 2009
At the request of the Chairman Councillor Newman introduced the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 2nd March, 2009 which included items concerning road resurfacing, pavement reconstruction, tree maintenance, 2009/2010 programme, surface dressing, road resurfacing, microasphalt resurfacing, drainage, tree maintenance, road marking renewal, safety schemes, Cobbold Road, Dock Gate No 2, waiting restriction review, Leisure Centre parking, Walton Avenue – parking problems, crossing for pedestrian/cyclists – Grange Farm Avenue (Cycle Route 5), Footpath 13 (Trimley St Mary), Cycle route 6, Cycle Route 9, Cycle Route 11, Trimley to Felixstowe Cycle Route, Garrison Lane Bridge Cycle Route, Cycle Route 5 – new A14 Bridge to Grange Road, High Road East/Cliff Road (Cycle Route 2, Cycle Route 3 NCR 51), Cycle Route 5 – recreation Ground to Grange Road, Cycle Route 5 – Grange Farm Avenue path leading to Grange Road, schemes for 2009/10, illuminated bollard installations, parking in Cambridge Road, wreckage of grass verges, signing for Felixstowe Community Hospital and Transport Quality of Life – Felixstowe list of proposed schemes – February 2009.
In discussion it was pointed out that in considering the waiting restriction review in the Holland Road area it was important to ensure emergency services had full access to this road.  During a recent fire incident in Quilter Road there had been problems for fire appliances and they had also experienced problems because of overhead cabling.  A member referred to the difficulties for pedestrians crossing High Road West at Garrison Lane traffic lights.  It was pointed out that a safety scheme for this location was in the pipeline and the Clerk was asked to provide more information about the scheme.  
Members discussed the Bent Hill scheme.  Concern was expressed about the knock on effect of the work at the top of Bent Hill.  It was important that the full scheme, including the Convalescent Hill section, was implemented as soon as possible to prevent the traffic using South Hill which was already very congested and dangerous.  In discussion it was emphasised that there would be a meeting the following week of the Shared Space Project Board and that the objective would be to implement the scheme in an integrated way.  The Clerk reported that she understood that as a result of a safety audit the change of priorities at the top of Bent Hill would not be implemented until the rest of the scheme was in place.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 2nd March, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Highways Advisory Committee Minute Book be approved.


f.
Report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee of 9th March, 2009
The Vice Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee of 9th March, 2009 which included items concerning Chairman’s welcome, report by the Head of Suffolk Libraries and Records Office and report by Felixstowe Library.
The Vice Chairman told members that this had been a very pleasant and constructive meeting.  The two young people from the Youth Forum had made an excellent contribution and had been co-opted on to the Committee.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee of 9th March, 2009 circulated to all members and recorded in the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee Minute Book be approved.


453.
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE CONCEPT
Further to Minute Ref: 321(b) of 3rd December, 2008 Councillor Bryant reported that following the previous discussion of emergency planning a response had been sent to the Head of Emergency Planning, Suffolk County Council.  A reply had been received on 4th March but the promised draft document had not yet been produced.  The letter of 4th March had accepted some of the Town Council’s comments but she was concerned that the draft, which should have been finished for discussion in January, was still not available.  If these difficulties continued it might be necessary to invite representatives of the emergency services to a future meeting of the Town Council.  She was also concerned that the Felixstowe Volunteer Coast Patrol Rescue Service had submitted a letter offering assistance in flooding situations, but had been virtually ignored.
Following discussion it was agreed that a representative of the Fire Service should be invited to a future meeting of the Town Council.
454.
BUS SHELTERS IN FELIXSTOWE

Further to Minute Ref: 358 of 21st January, 2009 members considered a letter from a member of the public suggesting that a bus shelter should be provided in Cliff Road as an alternative to the previously suggested shelter in Norman Close/Western Avenue.

Members discussed this correspondence.  It was agreed that this problem needed to be considered holistically and that issues concerning the bus routes in the area needed to be taken into account.  It was also suggested that a bus shelter near to the Cliff Road car park, where drivers were encouraged to park rather than driving to Felixstowe Ferry, could also be considered.

It was agreed that the correspondence should be referred to the Parish Transport Liaison Officer for advice before taking any further action.
455.
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF FOOTPATH 62

Further to Minute Ref: 360 of 21st January, 2009 members noted a letter from the Rights of Way Support Officer, Suffolk County Council concerning the temporary closure of Footpath 62.  The letter stated that the comments of the Town Council concerning the reinstatement of the footpath had been passed to the Environment Agency and their contractors.
456.
TRAFFIC ISLAND BOLLARD LIGHTS

Further to Minute Ref: 367 of 21st January, 2009 members noted a letter from the Team Leader, Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council.  The letter stated that here had been a recent relaxation of the Department for Transport’s guidance on illumination of bollards.  The County Council’s maintenance contract required bollards to be cleaned twice a year, around the start and end of the winter period in November/December and March/April.  This winter had been particularly bad for causing deterioration in the appearance of bollards and they would be entering into discussions with their contractor to see if a more flexible approach could be adopted i.e. increase the frequency on the busiest roads balanced by a decrease on the more lightly trafficked routes.  Regarding the faulty bollards at the junction of High Road/Picketts Road, their contractor attended during December and recorded that once they had finished working on it the bollard was left illuminated.  Occasionally they get recurring faults which, depending upon when they are reported, could get missed if the records showed a recent visit rectified the fault.  They had now reported a new fault and this should be attended to within the next few days.

The Chairman confirmed that this letter had been passed to the member of the public who had complained about this issue.  Members emphasised that the main problem was cleaning the bollards.

457.
FOOTPATH 34 CYCLETRACK – PHASE 2 (LINKING GRANGE FARM AVENUE AND WESEL AVENUE TO GRANGE ROAD AND PEEWIT HILL IMPROVEMENTS
Further to Minute Ref:  368 of 21st January, 2009 members considered an email from the Environment and Transport Department, Suffolk County Council.  The email stated that unfortunately some concerns had since been raised within Suffolk County Council in relation to the new staggered railings that were proposed at the bottom of Peewit Hill.  They had recently heard back from their Countryside Access Department, who advised them not to erect the railings as they would form “an illegal obstruction to byway users”.  If railings were necessary, then they would need to be authorised by means of a TRO.  In addition, one of their senior Road Safety officers was also concerned about the visibility of the railings, particularly given their location at the bottom of a steep gradient.  As a consequence, they were considering removing the new railings from their proposals.

Members expressed concern that the new railings might be removed from the County Council proposals.  In addition to the need to prevent unauthorised access to Peewit Hill members considered that the problem of cyclists hitting the railings was low in proportion to the risk of hitting traffic including heavy goods vehicles on the Dock No 1 roundabout at the foot of Peewit Hill.

458.
FELIXSTOWE LEARNING TRUST

Following their declarations of a prejudicial interest Councillor Newman and the Clerk left the room during consideration of this item.


Members considered a letter from the Head Teachers of the Deben High School and the Orwell High School which stated that resolutions had been passed to consult about changing from Community Schools to Foundation Schools and to acquire a shared charitable Trust.  Members discussed the suggestion and it was agreed not to respond to the suggestion specifically, but to seek further clarification.
459.
LITTER ACTION – SPRING CLEAN SUFFOLK 2009

Members considered an invitation from Suffolk Coastal Services for Felixstowe to take part in Litter Action – Spring Clean Suffolk 2009.

Members emphasised that Felixstowe had taken part in the Spring Clean for many years.  This had been organised by the Youth Forum and it was hoped that the Youth Forum would be able to carry out a Spring Clean in 2009.

460.
THE SUFFOLK OLYMPIC TORCH VISIT

Members considered emails from Suffolk County Council concerning the possibility of Felixstowe hosting the Olympic Torch prior to the 2012 Olympics.
Members discussed this suggestion.  Some members considered that it would be appropriate for an event to be organised in Felixstowe as there were two Olympians living in the town.  However, concern was expressed about the security implications of this proposal and also the cost.  The Clerk was asked to obtain further information about those aspects of the proposals.

461.
IPSWICH AND SUFFOLK CREDIT UNION
Members noted correspondence from the Ipswich and Suffolk Credit Union which explained that it was a collective of members who might be savers, borrowers or both.  Their funds were deposited with the Co-operative Bank and their activities were fully regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
Members expressed support for the concept of Credit Unions.  They were vital to prevent the activities of loan sharks.

462.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW
Members considered an invitation from Suffolk Coastal District Council to attend meetings to be held on 30th March concerning the review of local government being undertaken by the Boundary Committee.  A report was expected from the Boundary Committee the following day.

It was agreed that Councillor Slemmings would represent the Town Council at these meetings.
463.
MAYOR OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL
The Chairman reminded members that Standing Order No: 9 (2) stated: 

“Nominations in writing for the post of Mayor and Deputy Mayor shall be received before or at the April meeting of the Council and reported to that meeting, except in an election year when nominations shall be received not later than eight days prior to the Annual General Meeting. Such nominations shall be circulated with the notices of the Annual General Meeting and voted on at that meeting.”  

The Clerk informed members that she would be sending out nomination forms the following day and would report the nominations to the meeting of the Council on 1st April.

464.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL (C347 HIGH ROAD EAST, FELIXSTOWE) (CYCLE LANES) ORDER 2009

Members noted that the above Order for the cycle lanes adjacent to the Beatrice Avenue roundabout had now been published.
CHAIRMAN
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