Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 24th March, 2010

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 24th March, 2010
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Chambers, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Newman, Savage (Vice Chairman), Sennington and Smith.
517.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, J Goodwin, Ninnmey, Stokell and Webb
518.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Deacon, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 519, 520, 522, 523(a), 523(c), 523(e), 523(f), 524, 528 and 529 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 519, 520, 523(b), 523(c), 523(d), 523(g), 525, 526 and 529 as a member of Suffolk County Council.
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in item 523(g) in so far as it refers to Building Schools for the Future as the Portfolio Holder at Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Sennington declared a prejudicial interest in item 521 in so far as it refers to a grant to the Disability Advice Bureau as the Suffolk Coastal District Council representative to the Disability Advice Bureau.

Councillor Savage declared a prejudicial interest in item 521 in so far as it refers to a grant to the Disability Advice Bureau as the Suffolk Coastal xDistrict Council reserve representative to the Disability Advice Bureau.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in item 523(b) as a member of the League of Friends of Felixstowe Hospital.

Councillor Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 523(b) as a member of the Suffolk Heritage Housing Board. 

519.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th January, 2010, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

520.
ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 19th December, 2009 – 9th March, 2010 amounting to £68,232.25 presented to this Committee be approved.



521.
OCCASIONAL GRANTS
The Chairman reminded members that a sum of £550 remained available from the 2009/2010 budget for occasional grants.
Members considered applications from:
Adastral Close Residents Association, Disability Advice Bureau, FACTS, Optua, Orwell District Scouts (St George’s Day Parade), RAF Regiment Association (Memorial Day, 11th July, 2010).  It was RESOLVED that the following grants should be made:
	Name of organisation
	A grant be made of:

	Adastral Close Residents Association
	A grant of £100 should be made

	Disability Advice Bureau
	No grant should be made

	FACTS
	A grant of £150 should be made

	Optua
	No grant should be made

	Orwell District Scouts
	A grant of £150 should be made

	RAF Regiment Association
	A grant of £150 should be made

	Total
	£550


A letter should be sent to the Orwell District Scouts reminding them of the timetable for grants.
 522.
RECYCLING CREDITS
Members noted a letter from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £487.94 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period October – December 2009.  During this period a total of 110.2565 tonnes were collected for recycling.

 523.  
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

   a.
Report of the meeting of the Felixstowe in Flower Sub-Committee of 25th January, 2010 
The Clerk introduced the report of the Felixstowe in Flower Sub-Committee of 25th January, 2010 which included items concerning accounts, Anglia in Bloom 2009 and 2010, Felixstowe in Flower 2010, sponsorship of hanging baskets, tubs and troughs 2010, future governance of Felixstowe in Flower and tribute to Rosemary Brown and Susan Robinson.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe in Flower Committee of 25th January, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


The Clerk reported that since the meeting of the Felixstowe in Flower Sub-Committee the Town Council had been notified by Suffolk Coastal District Council that it would be unable to assist with the watering of the tubs in the Felixstowe area.  In previous years the Town Council staff had watered the baskets on four occasions a week and Suffolk Coastal Services had watered the baskets on the other three days.  Daily watering of the baskets was necessary in Felixstowe because of the exposed position and drying winds.  The plants for Felixstowe in Flower had already been ordered and the Town Council was therefore committed to the 2010 scheme.  The official notification from Suffolk Coastal District Council that it was unable to assist with the watering of the hanging baskets had only been received on 23rd March nearly two months after the date on which the Town Council needed to submit its budget and precept.  She had contacted Suffolk Coastal Services who had provided an estimate for carrying out the watering on a repayment basis.  The cost would be in the region of £5,700.  Suffolk Coastal Services had indicated that this figure might be reduced if the other towns, Leiston, Saxmundham and Woodbridge, from whom the watering service was also being withdrawn, wished to take advantage of the Suffolk Coastal Services offer.
Members discussed the watering of the hanging baskets.  It was agreed that it was vital to continue with the Felixstowe in Flower scheme on the current basis.  It might be possible to make a change to the scheme in future years, possibly through the introduction of additional self watering baskets.  However, in order to allow the Felixstowe in Flower scheme to continue in 2010 it was agreed that the estimate from Suffolk Coastal Services should be accepted.  Had it been possible to provide this service “in house” by the Town Council the cost would have been similar.  A review of Felixstowe in Flower watering could then take place during the forthcoming season, including trial baskets being watered on a reduced basis.  It was therefore:

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council should accept the estimate by Suffolk Coastal Services for watering the hanging baskets on three days a week in 2010 up to a maximum of £5,705.71.  This sum should be taken from the Town Council’s Contingency Budget. 


Members expressed extreme concern about the method and time scale of the withdrawal of this service by Suffolk Coastal District Council and the Clerk was asked to write to the Portfolio Holder expressing the concerns of the Council.
b.   Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of   
         9th February, 2010
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 9th February, 2010 which included items concerning criteria for admission to sheltered housing, community leaders event, reprovision of Central Surgery, Felixstowe Community Hospital, Bartlet Hospital site and cancer care – ongoing treatment. 

He pointed out that the meeting had addressed a number of ongoing issues concerning the criteria for admission to sheltered housing which had arisen because of problems at Yetton Ward House.  In addition, unfortunately, the development of Conford House for ongoing care had been dropped, at least for the time being.  The re-provision of the Central Surgery at Felixstowe appeared to be progressing although a planning application had not yet been received.  There appeared to be an issue concerning the Felixstowe Community Hospital and the under use of the MIU.  There was a dichotomy about what information was being provided by NHS Suffolk and what was happening locally.

Members discussed the future of the MIU.  Members referred to a number of incidents concerning the MIU and the apparent fragmentation of services provided by surgeries and the MIU.  It was agreed that the Community Services Group should consider this in detail at its next meeting and respond on this and other issues to NHS Suffolk. 
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 9th February, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


c.
Reports of the CCTV Initiative Working Party of 16th February 2010 and 16th March 2010 


The Chairman introduced the reports of the CCTV Initiative Working Party of 16th February, 2010 and 16th March, 2010 which included items concerning the CCTV project and the retirement of Guy Richardson.


The Chairman commented on the fantastic job being done by the volunteers who monitor the CCTV system.  The current system was a great achievement.

	It was RESOLVED that the reports of the CCTV Initiative Working Party of 16th February, 2010 and 16th March, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.



The Clerk reported that a letter had been received the previous week from Suffolk Coastal District Council in response to a request for clarification of the responsibility for the system following the retirement of Guy Richardson.  The letter stated that:

“During the initial development of the CCTV system in Felixstowe, Guy Richardson has been instrumental in the installation of the system.  Funding for some of the cameras has been obtained through the Suffolk Coastal Community Safety Partnership, and Guy has worked to ensure that the cameras were installed in the correct locations to meet the requirements of the local community.  The on-going ownership and responsibility for the system is the responsibility of Felixstowe Town Council, and in view of this, it would be logical for a representative from the Town Council to take on the Relationship Management with STC Solutions.  This is a similar situation to that within Framlingham, where Framlingham Town Council has responsibility for all the on-going maintenance of the CCTV system in Framlingham”.


Members expressed great concern about this letter.  It was agreed that it was essential to clarify the situation with Suffolk Coastal District Council and with the other partners about the future responsibility for the system.  Currently, Suffolk Coastal District Council held all the documents, including the warranties for the system and was responsible for the complex data protection aspects.  It should be made clear to Suffolk Coastal District Council that the Town Council was extremely concerned about the way in which this issue was being handled.


The Clerk reminded members that the Town Council was responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the system and at the request of the Working Party STC had provided the ongoing maintenance prices for 2010 and the projected cost for 2011 and 2012.  The costs were:

	
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Equipment
	5 – Dome Camera System
	9 – Dome Camera System
	9 – Dome Camera System plus

	Price
	£5125 + VAT
	£6850 + VAT
	£6850 plus+ VAT



The Clerk reminded members that the Town Council had £3,800 in budget for the system’s maintenance for 2010 and in addition the Chamber of Trade would make a contribution of £1,000.

Members agreed that the Town Council should continue to pay for the maintenance of the system on the basis of the prices quoted by STC.  Negotiations should take place with the Chamber of Trade and Commerce for a proportion increase in their contribution for 2011 and 2012.


It was therefore:

	RESOLVED to accept the following quotation from STC for the maintenance of the Felixstowe CCTV system:

2010
2011
2012
Equipment
5 – Dome Camera system
9 – Dome Camera system
9 – Dome Camera System
Price
£5125 + VAT
£6850 + VAT
£6850 plus + VAT



d.
Report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee of 1st March, 2010

The Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee of 1st March, 2010 which included items concerning the election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, report by the Head of Suffolk Libraries and Records Office, report by Felixstowe Library, Nat Adams and Susan Robinson.

The Chairman reported that this had been another excellent meeting.  Felixstowe had set the trend for new build libraries.  The library was involved with a number of very good projects.  It had been very good to see Nat Adams at the meeting.  Nat represented young people on the Committee.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee of 1st March, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Committee Minute Book be approved.


e.
Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 9th March, 2010.
The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 9th March, 2010 which included items concerning Green Flag for Allenby Park, provision of play equipment, outdoor playing space contributions, Coronation Sports Ground, Royal British Legion, Netball Court, Cabinet Paper 10/10 and Langer Park play area.
The Chairman reminded members that there would be a further meeting of the Working Party the following week to discuss the Coronation Sports Ground and Cabinet paper 10/10.  The application by the Corinthians Youth Cricket Club to the Sports Fund had been withdrawn subsequent to the meeting on 9th March. 

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 9th March, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


 f.
Report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 10th March, 2010
Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 10th March, 2010 which included items concerning The New Big Question, Healthcare for Young People in Felixstowe, Martello Coastal Path, Explore cards, Orwell High School items, Level2 items, Boost items, Langer School items, Colneis School items, Soundwaves, Felixstowe in Flower and changes at the Town Council.
Councillor Savage explained that the Forum had been discussing health care for young people in Felixstowe.  There had been a good response from the schools to this project.  The Forum had been concerned that representatives from the Deben High School had not attended recent meetings.  The Clerk reported that she had spoken to the Head Teacher of Deben High School who would encourage representatives to attend future meetings.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 10th March, 2010 circulated to all members and recorded in the Schools Minute Book be approved


The Chairman told members that a request had been received from the Safer Neighbourhood Team for a contribution from the Town Council’s Safer Neighbourhood Team budget towards the running cost of the Boost Bus which it was hoped could be used in the vicinity of the Leisure Centre to help to tackle anti-social behaviour.  The Town Council had an annual budget of £500 to assist the Safer Neighbourhood Team and the contribution requested for the Boost Bus was £200.

Members expressed great support for the use of the Boost Bus and it was:
	RESOLVED to contribute £200 from the Town Council’s 2009/2010 Safer Neighbourhood Team budget towards the Boost Bus.


g.
Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 22nd March, 2010

The Chairman introduced the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 22nd March, 2010 which included items concerning report of the East Area Highways Manager: microasphalt surfacing, drainage, carriageway resurfacing, tree work, pavements, safety schemes, waiting restriction review, crossing for pedestrians/cyclists – Grange Farm Avenue (Cycle Route 5), Footpath 13 (Trimley St Mary) – conversion to cycle track to link to A14 bridge (Cycle Route 5/NCR 51), Cycle Route 11 – Peewit Hill, Trimley to Felixstowe Cycle Route (Cycle Route 8, part of NCR 51, Suffolk Coastal Cycle Route, Cycle Route 13, Garrison Lane Bridge Cycle Route (Cycle Route 1, Cycle Route 8), Cycle Route 5 – Grange Farm Avenue to path leading to Grange Road, Hamilton Road Shared Space, Bent Hill/Convalescent Hill Scheme, Developer Funded schemes – Peewit Hill (Cycle Route 11), Landguard Cycle Route (NCR 52, Cycle Route 4), Walton Avenue (Cycle Route 10), Ferry Lane (Cycle Route 9), Town Centre to Felixstowe Ferry (Cycle Route 2), Ataka Road, Cornwall Road, other schemes, schemes for 2010/2011, signing for Felixstowe Community Hospital, Hamilton Gardens, matters raised by Councillors: Siren Control Cupboard, outcome of E&T investigation into obstructed visibility lines, junction of Foxgrove and Brook Lanes, viewing mirror, Cobbold Road opposite the garage entrance/egress of Trevose flats, verges, Coronation Drive/Mill Lane, junction of Recreation Lane and High Street, Walton, Fairtrade sign, civil parking enforcement and changes to clerking.

The Chairman reported that the Committee had been pleased to learn that drainage work would be carried out in Cliff Road as there was bad puddling in this area.  Members pointed out that the entire pavement in Graham Road needed reconstruction and the Chairman agreed to deal with this.
Members discussed the lack of progress with the Waiting Restriction Review.  This had been delayed for several years.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the Highways Network Improvement Manager emphasising again the importance of the Review in the context of Shared Space and the need to complete the Review within the current year.  Copies of the correspondence with the Highways Network Improvement Manager should be forwarded to the Shared Space Board and to Felixstowe Futures.

The Chairman emphasised that the Garrison Lane/High Road junction changes were issues of great concern.  It was proposed to provide pedestrian crossing points on all four arms which would improve pedestrian safety.  There would be a consequent reduction to one lane of traffic to each approach which would lead to significant delays for vehicular traffic not only at peak times during the week but also at weekends.  School traffic generated by Building Schools for the Future would exacerbate the situation.  There was a need to retain as many of the turning lanes as possible.

The Chairman drew attention to correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery at Suffolk County Council concerning preliminary designs for the Felixstowe car park signing scheme which needed to be considered in the context of Shared Space.  It was suggested that a meeting should be held the following week in order to formulate the Town Council’s response prior to the next Shared Space Officers meeting.  It was therefore AGREED that a meeting should be held on 30th March to include the South and South East Ward Councillors together with any other interested Councillors and that the meeting should be given delegated authority to formulate the response to the Shared Space Board and the County Council. 

The Chairman referred to the Siren Control Cupboard in Cliff Road.  A local resident was extremely concerned that the Cupboard was deteriorating and was a nuisance to his property.  However, the County Archaeologist had stated that the structure was an important historic asset relating to Britain’s recent military history and should not be removed.

Members expressed concern at the opinion of the County Archaeologist.  The Chairman assured members that advice would be sought concerning the maintenance and interpretation of the Cupboard. 
524.
QUALITY TOWN STATUS

The Chairman reminded members that the Town Council had now achieved Quality Town Status.  The letter of accreditation from the Suffolk Association of Local Councils had stated that:


“I am delighted to inform you that the Suffolk Quality Council Accreditation Panel has examined the evidence presented by your Council and has found it has met the required standard under the Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme.  The Quality Council award is proof of hard work and commitment by members and staff to a standard of excellence in public service.  Please pass on my warmest congratulations to your Council.  The panel was extremely impressed by the standard of your portfolio which we would like to use as a Model of Excellence to other local Councils.  You are particularly commended for the level of dedication put into ensuring that the impressive work of your Council was suitably presented”.

A letter of congratulations had also been received from the Chief Executive of Suffolk Coastal District Council.  Members were extremely pleased at the achievement of the Town Council.  They congratulated the Town Council staff and, in particular, Celia Page.

525.
SPEED LIMIT, GOLF CLUB – FELIXSTOWE FERRY

Councillor Savage referred to a request that she had received concerning a 30mph speed limit between the Golf Club and Felixstowe Ferry.  This request had been instigated by the Felixstowe Ferry Forum on the basis that the road:
1.
Is an integral part of an area that is important to townspeople and visitors for recreation and informal enjoyment.

2.
Has four extremely busy pedestrian crossing points for golfers.

3.
Is part of an official County Cycle Route.

4.
Is used by pedestrians accessing Footpath 11 and Felixstowe Ferry.

Members discussed this request.  It was also pointed out that there was a need for a speed limit in Gulpher Road.  Some members supported the application for a speed limit between the Golf Club and Felixstowe Ferry.  However, the view was also expressed that this was a rural road and to introduce a speed limit would destroy the respect for existing limits.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council would support the introduction of a 30mph speed limit between the Felixstowe Golf Club and Felixstowe Ferry and that this should be forwarded to Suffolk County Council Environment and Transport Department.


526.
PROPOSED 20MPH SPEED LIMIT ZONE IN FELIXSTOWE

Members considered correspondence from the Environment and Transport Department, Suffolk County Council concerning the proposed 20mph speed limit zone in Felixstowe.  The letter from the Environment and Transport Department was supported by an illustrative map.  The letter stated that:


“As your Council will be aware, improvements in Felixstowe’s main tourist area include:
· A Shared Space scheme along the main shopping street, Hamilton Road

· A Shared Space scheme on the main pedestrian route between the town centre and the seafront, Bent Hill

· Traffic calming in the form of speed tables along Undercliff Road West between Convalescent Hill and the entrance road to the Spa Pavilion

In order to make the area more attractive to pedestrians it is proposed to introduce a 20mph zone to cover the main shopping street and the adjoining roads that have high numbers of pedestrians.  An assessment of the existing vehicle speeds in the area has shown that, on the roads with the proposed zone, the mean speed is 24mph or less.  Consequently, the zone can include those roads that do not have traffic calming as the current road conditions serve to keep speeds low.  The introduction of a 20mph zone will help reduce the anxiety of people walking in the area.  It will also allow the Council to remove some of the current signs that are required to highlight traffic calming features, which will help enhance this part of the conservation area.  It is also planned to amend the present parking restriction within this area.  This will include relocation of some disabled parking, introducing parking/loading bays and creating a zone in which parking is only allowed within marked bays.  This will be the subject of a later consultation”.

Members discussed the proposed 20mph speed limit and agreed to respond to the Environmental and Transport Department supporting the limit which was an integral part of the Shared Space scheme.
   527.
    PROPOSED LINKS WITH VOIRON

The Clerk reported that a very enthusiastic group of Felixstowe residents had been formed who supported the proposed links with Voiron.  The Group was well organised and the Town Council would be making a grant of £200 towards its administration.  Currently there were two other towns in England interested in establishing links with Voiron.  If the attempt to establish links with Voiron was unsuccessful the Group would like to pursue the possibility of links with some other community in France.
Members were very pleased to hear about the work of the Group established to pursue links with Voiron.  They agreed that if it was not possible to establish these links then the Group should pursue the possibility of links with another French community.
    528.    AIR QUALITY IN SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT
Members noted correspondence from the Environment Protection Technician, Suffolk Coastal District Council draft Air Quality Action Plan.  Members noted that there was no reference to the Dooley Roundabout in Felixstowe and the Clerk was asked to enquire whether positive measures had been taken to improve air quality in that vicinity.
529.   LITTER ACTION – SPRING CLEAN SUFFOLK 2010
Members noted correspondence from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal Services concerning Litter Action – Spring Clean Suffolk 2010.  It was agreed to refer this to the Youth Forum which had organised excellent litter picks in previous years.
530.   BUS SHELTER REQUEST – CLIFF ROAD

Further to Minute Ref: 433 of 20th January, 2010 members noted an email from the Passenger Transport Department at Suffolk County Council stating that in principle there were no problems in locating a shelter on the grass adjacent to the telephone kiosk in Cliff Road at the cut through from Roman Way.  Highway boundary checks were being carried out to ascertain the ownership of the site together with the investigation of any cables in the area.  Funds were available in the bus stop improvement budget.  It was suggested that a three bay enclosed design should be used in order to offer protection from the sea breeze. 
Members were very pleased to learn about the progress of this project and agreed that a three bay enclosed design would be the best solution for this site.

531.  MAYOR OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL
     The Chairman reminded members that Standing Order No: 9 (2) stated: 

“Nominations in writing for the post of Mayor and Deputy Mayor shall be received  before or at the April meeting of the Council and reported to that meeting, except in an election year when nominations shall be received not later than eight days prior to the Annual General Meeting. Such nominations shall be circulated with the notices of the Annual General Meeting and voted on at that meeting.”  

The Clerk informed members that she would be sending out nomination forms the following day and would report the nominations to the meeting of the Council on 7th April.

CHAIRMAN










1
2



