Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 23rd March, 2011

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 23rd March, 2011
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb.
482.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, Deacon, Jon Garfield and J Goodwin.
483.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 484, 485, 487, 488, 490, 492, 497, 499 and 503 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 484, 485, 488, 489, 490, 491, 492, 493, 494, 495, 496 and 502 as a member of Suffolk County Council.
Councillors Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Savage and Sennington declared a personal interest in item 495 as School Governors.

Councillor Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 488(d) as a Member of the Board of Flagship Housing.

Councillors Dangerfield and Newman declared a personal interest in item 489 as members of Felixstowe Travel Watch. 

484.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th January, 2011, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

485.
 ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 10th January, 2011 –9th March, 2011 amounting to £55,195.64 presented to this Committee be approved.


486.
FELIXSTOWE OPEN TOP BUS TOUR SUMMER 2011


Members discussed a request from Ipswich Buses for £420 to operate the usual Felixstowe Open Top Bus Tour on two days per week during the six week summer school holiday.  Members noted that it was no longer possible to use a bus pass on this service and it was agreed that this fact would need to be publicised so members of the public were aware.
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council contribute £420 during the financial year 2011/2012 to Ipswich Buses towards the operation of the Felixstowe Open Top Bus Service.  This sum should be taken from the Town Council’s Enhancement and Promotional Schemes budget.


487.
RECYCLING CREDITS

Members noted a letter from the Customer Services Administrator, Suffolk Coastal Services informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £306.98 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period October – December 2010.  During this period a total of 117.1515 tonnes were collected for recycling.  
488.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

a.
Reports of the Youth Forum of 19th January and 16th March 2011
Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 19th January and 16th March 2011 which included items concerning ideas for next big question, Langer School items, Colneis School items, Grange School items, Causton School items, Deben High School items, Orwell High School items, Level2 items, Suffolk Coastal District Council items, Teenskool, annual Youth Forum litterpick and Felixstowe Library.
Members noted that the timing of the annual Youth Forum litter pick would tie in with the BBC Radio Suffolk “Don’t be a Tosser” campaign.

	It was RESOLVED that the reports of the Youth Forum of 19th January and 16th March 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute book be approved.


b. Reports of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities of 25th January, 10th February, 8th and 22nd March 2011
The Chairman introduced the reports of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports facilities of 25th January, 10th February, 8th and 22nd March, 2011 which included items concerning Allenby Park, Outdoor Playing Space Funding Scheme, Coronation Sports Ground - play area, Skateboard Park, proposed Seafront Play/Sport Facility and the Dellwood Cricket Club.
With regard to Allenby Park, members discussed the proposed Interpretation Board and agreed that it would be appropriate for Suffolk Coastal Services to make a financial contribution to the cost of the Board as Suffolk Coastal Services were the applicant for the Green Pennant status.  With regard to the proposed seafront play/sports facility, members expressed disappointment that the process for agreeing this seemed far from simple.  After discussion, the Clerk was requested to write to Suffolk Coastal District Council confirming the Town Council’s support for this proposed facility and confirming the principle that the land at the seafront should rightly be made available for public recreational use.
	It was RESOLVED that the reports of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities of 25th January, 10th February, 8th and 22nd March, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


c.
Report of the Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 8th February, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 8th February which included items concerning an update on CCTV project and any other business.
The Chairman confirmed that the whole CCTV system should be operational by the end of March.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 8th February, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved. 


d. 
Report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 10th February, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 10th February, 2011 which included items concerning sheltered accommodation, Bartlet Hospital, Felixstowe Community Hospital, Suffolk County Council Health Scrutiny, Central Surgery – proposed relocation and the Queens Road Day Centre.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 10th February, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


e. 
 Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 28th February, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-       Committee of 28th February, 2011 which included items concerning a visit to Ipswich Cemetery, Memorial Wall and Langley Avenue.
The Chairman drew attention to recent press coverage regarding the deterioration in the road surface at Langley Avenue and an increasing number of complaints from members of the public.  After discussion it was agreed that repair work should be carried out as soon as possible notwithstanding that the funding for the repair work would need to come from more than one budget line.

	It was RESOLVED to accept the quote from Brookes and Woods to resurface the whole length of the roadway for the sum of £12,948.87 plus VAT, and that the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Clerk should be given delegated authority to decide from which budgets the funds should be drawn, (noting that due to the substantial cost of repairs, the funding would need to come from more than one budget line).


	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 28th February, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


f.  
Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 7th March, 2011

    
The Chairman introduced the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 7th  
March, 2011 which included items concerning report of the East Area Highways Manager: 2010/11 maintenance programme, drainage, carriageway resurfacing, pavements, trees, 2011/12 maintenance programme: surface dressing, drainage, carriageway resurfacing, pavements, trees, A14 Port of Felixstowe Road – Highways Agency; report from economy, skills and environment: Waiting Restriction Review, South West Felixstowe Review of Waiting restriction, outcome of resident drop-in session held on 8th January 2011, footpath 13 (Trimley St Mary_ - conversion to cycle track to link to A14 bridge, Hamilton Road shared space, developer funded schemes, Quality of Life funded schemes, signing of Felixstowe Community Hospital; matters raised by Councillors: siren control cupboard; bus shelter Waveney Road; grit/litter bin provision; parking restrictions along the seafront; traffic lights outside Felixstowe Library and traffic lights at Mill Lane/Garrison Lane.
Members discussed the priority of roads for County Council gritting and the Clerk was requested to clarify specifically the priority of roads near the Felixstowe Community Hospital.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 7th March, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Highways Advisory Committee Minute Book approved.


g.
Report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 14th 

     March, 2011
     
The Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage 

    
 Advisory Committee of 14th March, 2011 which included items concerning report by the Head of Suffolk Libraries and Records Office, Nat Adams and report by Felixstowe Library.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 14th March, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee Minute Book.


489.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON SUFFOLK’S DRAFT LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2011
The Clerk reported that there was a considerable amount of activity to be resourced at present with the series of consultations and service reviews underway at present in the public sector.  The following agenda items would enable Members to keep up to date with the overall programme.

The Clerk reported that the deadline for responses to the Suffolk County Council Consultation of Suffolk’s Draft Local Transport Plan 2011- 2031 was 11th March which fell outside the Committee cycle.  The Clerk confirmed that a response had been submitted by both the Town Council and by Felixstowe Travel Watch of which the Town Council’s Public Transport Liaison Officer was a member.  The Clerk was requested to circulate a copy of the Town Council’s response to all members.
490.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON THE FUTURE OF SUFFOLK’S COUNTRY PARKS AND RECREATION SITES
The Clerk reported that this Consultation was being dealt with by the Plans Committee.  The recreational site affected was the Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey Jetties, which were linked to the Foot Ferry service.  With multiple parties and interests involved, operational practicalities were not entirely straightforward, however a joint solution was currently being worked on.

491.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON THE FUTURE PROVISION OF OPEN ACCESS YOUTH CLUBS

The Clerk reported that at present the Town Council has not expressed an interest in running the Felixstowe Youth Club currently proposed for divestment.  A meeting was to take place between Suffolk County Council and interested parties to discuss the matter further.
492.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AND NEW DEVELOPMENT 2011

The Clerk reported that this Consultation was being dealt with by the Plans Committee.  Members noted that this would be a particularly important Consultation for the future application of section 106 agreements. 
493.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON THE FUTURE OF SUFFOLK LIBRARIES
The Clerk referred to the previous minutes of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 14th March, 2011 in which the current position as regards libraries’ divestment had been reported by the Head of Libraries.  The Clerk confirmed that the Town Council had made an expression of interest in response to the Consultation, and was keen to work with the Library to explore options for the future management of Felixstowe Library and the safeguarding of the service.  Members noted recent correspondence regarding Suffolk’s Mobile Library Service, however it was confirmed that this was not a service provided within Felixstowe.
494.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON 2011 – 2014 INTEGRATED RISK MANANGEMENT PLAN

Members discussed a letter from the Chief Fire Officer regarding the 2011 – 2014 Integrated Risk Management Plan for the Suffolk Fire Service and the specific proposals affecting Felixstowe.  The Clerk confirmed that no response to the Consultation had yet been submitted by the Town Council.  The Clerk was requested to include in the Town Council’s response a request that Suffolk County Council reconsider the downgrading of the service recognising in particular the unique risk point for Felixstowe, namely its vulnerability at the end of a single road.  Members did not regard the town of Haverhill as having any greater priority than Felixstowe.  The Clerk was requested to ascertain the number of times the A14 had been closed during the past year in order to provide substantive evidence in the response.  Members discussed the good service provided by retained fire crews but however remained unconvinced that the response time from retained crews would increase by only four minutes.  Members noted the depth of feeling in the town regarding this Consultation and requested the Town Council’s response also made reference to this.
495.
UPDATE ON SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL SERVICE DIVESTMENT

Members discussed the letter from Suffolk County Council’s Road Safety and Travel Team updating Town and Parish Councils on the school crossing patrol divestment programme.  Members discussed in particular the Frequently Asked Questions.  Members discussed the importance of the Youth Forum representatives having access to this information.  The Clerk was requested to write to the local MP to table an amendment to the Localism Bill to facilitate patrols with less bureaucracy.
496.
SERVICE CHANGES TO HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING CENTRE SERVICE

Members noted a letter from the Portfolio Holder for Waste, Suffolk County Council concerning service changes to household waste recycling centre service.

497.
EFFECT OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT COMPRESHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW

REGARDING SPRING AND SUMMER BEDDING PLANTING

The Clerk reported that Suffolk Coastal Services were planning to implement a service efficiency over the next three years, namely to remove all spring and summer bedding within Suffolk Coastal District Council existing maintenance regimes and planting with low maintenance shrubs or grass.  The Clerk confirmed that Suffolk Coastal Services had indicated this would not impact Felixstowe until 2012/2013.  A meeting was scheduled to take place to discuss the issue further.
498.
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CLOSURE OF MARITIME RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRES


Members discussed correspondence from the Felixstowe Volunteer Coast Patrol and Rescue Service relating to proposals for modernising coastguard services including the potential closure of coastguard stations nationally.  After discussion the Clerk was requested to write a letter of objection on behalf of the Town Council to these proposals which were of great concern to the seafaring fraternity.

499.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PARISH AND TOWN CLERKS MEETING 7th MARCH, 2011


Members noted a briefing note concerning an update following Suffolk Coastal District Council Parish and Town Clerks meeting on 7th March 2011.

500.
LOCALISM BILL
Members noted an update from the Suffolk Association of Local Councils concerning the Localism Bill.

501.
EMERGENCY PLANNING

Councillor Bryant reported that following a recent meeting between Members of the Town Council and a representative of the Joint Emergency Planning Unit, an improved process of communication had been agreed in the event of an emergency.  The proposal was that as well as the Town Clerk the then Mayor would be contacted by the Emergency Planning Unit and a telephone pyramid system would operate within each Ward.  The applicability of these new arrangements would be finalised when the new Council was in place.
502.
REVISED BUS SERVICES IN FELIXSTOWE

Members noted an email and poster from Suffolk Passenger Transport and noted the imminent launch of a demand response local transport service in partnership with FACTS.

503.
FELIXSTOWE IN FLOWER 2011

The Clerk reported that despite not entering Anglia in Bloom this year as a means of reducing pressure on resources and costs, the Felixstowe in Flower scheme was still going ahead.  It was proposed that the launch, competitions and prize giving event would all take place.  With the departure of the three Members of Town Council staff who had shouldered the administration of the scheme in previous years, it was not possible for the scheme to continue without some changes.  Extensive input continued to be required from Town Council officers.  Sponsorship for hanging baskets in 2011 would remain at 2010 levels and these would be bought in.  Watering arrangements had been agreed as between the Town Council and Suffolk Coastal Services.  Due to budgetary constraints at both Suffolk Coastal Services and the Town Council, it had been agreed that the 3D floral display would be replaced with a more modest floral display.  It was hoped that this year’s judges would include some familiar faces.  The Committee wished specific thanks to go to Sue Faversham for her support to Felixstowe in Flower activity.

504.
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM – REQUEST FOR FUNDING
The Clerk reported that the sum of £400 had been requested by the Felixstowe Safer Neighbourhood Team in support of a proposed community event on 21st August 2011.  It was noted that £500 was available from existing budgets.  After discussion it was agreed that the Town Council was not able to support this request at present due to other more pressing priorities on the Town Council’s budget.
CHAIRMAN
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