Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 18th November, 2009


FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 18th November, 2009
Present:
Councillors Savage (Vice Chairman), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Newman, Ninnmey, Sennington and Smith.
334.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Goodwin, J Goodwin Slemmings, Stokell and Webb.
335.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 336, 337, 340, 341(a), 341(b), 341(d), 341(e), 341(f), 342, 343, and 344 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 336, 337, 341(b), 341(c), 341(d), 341(e), 341(g), 342, 343, 346, 347, 350 and 353  as a member of Suffolk County Council.
Councillors Dangerfield and Ninnmey declared a personal interest in item 341(g) as members of the Bartlet Support Group.

336.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September, 2009, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

337.
 ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 25th August, 2009 – 10th November, 2009 amounting to £80,706.49 presented to this Committee be approved.


338.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JULY – SEPTEMBER 2009

Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period July – September 2009.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Rosemary Brown for her work.
339.
BUDGETARY MONITORING
Members noted and discussed the budgetary outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 30th September, 2009.  The Clerk reported that there were two items concerning income which members might wish to consider.  These items referred to the income from interest and the income from Cemetery fees.  The income from interest was substantially lower than forecast because of the current economic situation.  However, currently this was being compensated for by a higher than anticipated income from Cemetery fees.
Members discussed the income from interest.  They agreed that the Finance Sub-Committee should consider the investment of the Council’s reserves when it met in January to set the budget for 2010/2011.

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to September, 2009 attached to these minutes.


340.
RECYCLING CREDITS

Members noted a letter from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £1,008.90 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period April – September 2009.  During this period a total of 215.894 tonnes were collected for recycling.

Members noted that the income was higher than usual and were pleased.  They agreed that it would be interesting to note what effect the three bin system had on the total payments.  The Vice Chairman confirmed that recycling credits were placed in a ring fenced reserve for environmental improvements and that the purchase of jute/cotton bags was financed from these reserves.
341. 
 SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

a.    Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities 
          for young people of 29th September, 2009.

The Chairman of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People introduced the report of the Working Party of 29th September, 2009 which included items concerning a Green Flag for Allenby Park, skateboard project, provision of play equipment, Outdoor Playing Space funding scheme – sport application, Felixstowe and Corinthians Youth Cricket Club, outdoor playing space contributions, revised regional housing figures and co-option of Marc James.
The Chairman explained that although there had been some teething troubles with the flood lights at the skatepark these had now been rectified. Planning permission had now been received for the play equipment at Langer Park, Eastward Ho! and the Old Felixstowe play area.  The new play area at Langer Park was now open to the public and was being very well used by families.
Members referred to problems being experienced with dogs at the play area at Langer Park.  The Chairman explained that the principle of play area construction was now to allow children to run free within parks and not to enclose them.  It was important for dog owners to behave responsibly and to control their dogs in the area and enforcement officers from Suffolk Coastal District Council were visiting the area to ensure that dogs were controlled.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for young people of 29th September, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.




b. Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 5th October, 2009
The Chairman of the Highways Advisory Committee introduced the report of the Committee of 5th October, 2009 which included items concerning election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, report of the East Area Highways Manager: surface dressing, microasphalt resurfacing, drainage, trees, road marking renewal and winter maintenance, report from the Traffic and Safety Group: safety schemes, waiting restriction review, crossing for pedestrians/cyclists - Grange Farm Avenue (Cycle Route 5), footpath 13 (Trimley St Mary) – conversion to cycle track to link to A14 bridge (Cycle Route 5/NCR51), Cycle Route 11 – Peewit Hill, Trimley to Felixstowe Cycle Route (Cycle Route 8, part of NCR 51, Suffolk Coastal Cycle Route, Cycle Route 13), Garrison Lane Bridge Cycle Route (Cycle Route 1, Cycle Route 8), Cycle Route 5 – Grange Farm Avenue to path leading to Grange Road, Hamilton Road shared space, Bent Hill/Convalescent Hill scheme, developer funded schemes, Quality of Life funded schemes, signing for Felixstowe Community Hospital, Hamilton Gardens, signing for Felixstowe Ferry, request for removal of cabinet on Cliff Road and matters raised by Councillors: parking in Felixstowe, pedestrian accidents at the junction of St Andrews Road and Hamilton Road, junction of Garrison Lane and Candlet Road, pavements in Dellwood Avenue and junction of Foxgrove Lane/Brook Lane.
A member referred to the safety scheme in Cobbold Road and the junction between Cobbold Road and Garrison Lane.  She explained that at most times of the day there were cars parked close to the junction which restricted visibility.  She suggested that junction protection lines should be installed and the Clerk was asked to write to Suffolk County Council asking that this be examined as part of the current waiting restriction review.  Members discussed the waiting restriction review and expressed great concern about the delays in the review.  The Clerk would write to Guy McGregor and Lucy Robinson expressing the concerns about the delay.  The review was important in the context of the Shared Space scheme as there was the need for additional on street parking in adjacent areas.

Members discussed the cycle route from Grange Farm Avenue to Grange Road.  There were legal delays with this.  Members asked whether it was yet clear how the path would be marked for pedestrians and cyclists.  This was particularly important in the vicinity of Grange School to protect pupils exiting on to the path.
Members discussed the problems of parking in Hamilton Gardens.  It had been agreed to keep a watching brief on this issue.  It did not appear that the double yellow lines were being abused.

Members discussed signing to Felixstowe Ferry and other signing in the town.  This had now been picked up as a project by Felixstowe Futures.  There still seemed to be problems with satellite navigation devices which showed a route for vehicles across the Deben.
Members welcomed the work carried out on the pavements of St Andrews Road and Hamilton Road and congratulated Councillor Sennington for highlighting this issue.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 5th October, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Highways Advisory Committee Minute book be approved.


c. Report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 12th October, 2009

The Vice Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 12th October, 2009 which included items concerning a report by the Head of Suffolk Libraries and Records Office and a report by Felixstowe Library. 

The Vice Chairman explained that this had been a very positive meeting.  The Committee had been pleased to learn that the experience gained in the rebuild of Felixstowe Library had been used with the new libraries in the Gainsborough area of Ipswich and Kessingland.  The progress made by “Top Time” was outstanding and the Group were now beginning to take charge of their own organisation.  The Town Hall had been offered as a venue for the “Top Time” Group if it continued to expand.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 12th October, circulated to all members and recorded in the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee Minute Book be approved.


d. Report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 13th October, 2009

The Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Working Party of 13th October, 2009.
Members asked for clarification about the ducting on Bent Hill.  It was explained that this area would be cabled as part of the Shared Space scheme and this would overcome the current problems with interference caused by tree growth.  Members were pleased to see that it was proposed to include a camera as part of the project to relocate the public conveniences from the Triangle to the Crescent Road car park.
Members discussed the technical issues that affected any extension of the system.  It was explained that cameras in areas such as the Cliffland car park would not be effective at night because of the lack of light in the area.  It was also explained that there was a limit to the capacity of the system.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 13th October, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute book be approved.


e. Report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 14th October, 2009

Councillor Bryant introduced the report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 14th October, 2009 which included items concerning the new big question, consultation about funfairs in Felixstowe, Suffolk Coastal Services poster campaign with an anti dog fouling message, Colneis School agenda items, Causton School agenda items, Deben High School agenda items, Level2 agenda items, Boost agenda items, Langer School agenda items, Felixstowe Skatepark and a letter from the Mayor.

Councillor Bryant explained that there were not quite as many representatives as usual at the Forum because it was the first meeting of the school year.  The Forum would be adopting a “Big Question” for the year.  The young people usually thoroughly enjoyed this project which made them community aware.
Members discussed the agenda items at the Forum.  It was explained that it would be helpful for anyone interested in the new Academy to see the presentation by AET.  Members discussed the skatepark where initial difficulties were being overcome and things were settling well.  The Boost Bus had proved very useful in emphasising that there was no age limit at the skatepark.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 14th October, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


f. Report of the Finance Sub-Committee of 29th October, 2009

Councillor Smith introduced the report of the Finance Sub-Committee of 29th October, 2009 which included items concerning the appointment of a successor to the Town Clerk and the coordination of the grant making process of Felixstowe Town Council with that of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith explained that the Sub-Committee had discussed the appointment of the successor to the Town Clerk.  The post had now been advertised and about ninety enquiries had been received followed by eleven applications to date.  The closing date was the following Monday, 23rd November.  The Interview Panel would be short listing on 25th November and the interviews would be held on 3rd December.  Candidates would be invited to attend the meeting of the Council and the Christmas social event which would take place on 2nd December.

Councillor Smith referred to the need to coordinate the grant making process of the Town and District Councils.  There were ongoing discussions concerning this and he drew the attention of members to a response from the Scrutiny Business Manager at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The issue would be discussed at the meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee in January.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Finance Sub-Committee of 29th October, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.


g. Report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 4th November, 2009.

The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 4th November, 2009 which included items concerning the engagement of young people in health care, Community Leaders conversation, East of England Ambulance Service, Suffolk LINk, future management of Felixstowe Community Hospital, Bartlet Hospital site and sheltered housing in Felixstowe.
The Chairman explained that Katie Ward from NHS Suffolk had attended the meeting and was proposing a project concerning health and well being for young people in Felixstowe.  The Chairman explained that she had attended the Community Leaders Conversation with NHS Suffolk which had been a one sided affair.  A letter had been sent to NHS Suffolk about the unsatisfactory nature of the meeting.  The Chairman reminded members that Liz Hill, the Suffolk LINk Coordinator would be giving a presentation to members on 20th January prior to the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Members discussed the PPCI trial by the East of England Ambulance Service and suggested that it should be extended from six months to a year.  Members expressed concern about the future management of Felixstowe Community Hospital, particularly in the context of the recent problems surrounding TCN.  The Chairman informed members that several letters had been sent to NHS Suffolk seeking clarification of the various issues raised at the Community Services Group.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 4th November, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


342. 
CONTROL OF DOGS


The Clerk gave the following report:

“The Powers of Parish and Town Council to Control Dogs
These powers exist under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.  A Town Council has the power to make an order providing for an offence or offences in relation to the control of dogs in its area.  Such orders may only apply to land in the open air to which the public are entitled or permitted to have access with or without payment.  

Such an order may relate to one or more of the following:

a. fouling of land by dogs and the removal of dog faeces;

b. keeping of dogs on leads;

c. exclusion of dogs from land;

d. the number of dogs which a person may take on to any land.

The Secretary of State has power to make regulations prescribing the penalties for breach of a dog control order (which cannot exceed level 3 on the standard scale) and prescribing its form and content.  An authorised officer of a Town Council may issue a fixed penalty notice where he has reason to believe that an offence has been committed under a dog control order made by the authority. 

Felixstowe Town Council has not so far adopted any of the provisions of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act.  This is concurrent legislation where the Town Council has the same powers as the District and County Council.  In order to adopt the Act the Town Council would need to train and employ an officer to enforce any control orders and would also need to have the necessary legal resources to pursue these orders through the courts.”

In answer to questions the Clerk explained that these were the specific powers of Town and Parish Council.  Other authorities already had powers to control dogs and there were offences including fouling footways.

Members reported continuing problems with dog fouling.  Responsible dog owners were concerned about the behaviour of visitors who allowed their dogs to foul.  Members discussed how the Town Council could become involved in the control of dogs and asked for clarification concerning the cost to the Town Council.  Members referred to previous attempts to control this problem and the signs which had been placed on lampposts.  It was agreed to include an item on a future agenda of the Committee to discuss options such as signage.  Suffolk Coastal District Council should be invited to talk to members about the powers of the Town and District Council and answer any queries from members.
343. 
BUS SHELTER SEAT – BUTTERMERE GREEN

The Vice Chairman reported the seat provided by the Town Council had now been installed in the bus shelter at Buttermere Green.  Members welcomed this news.
344. 
RELOCATION OF CRESCENT ROAD TOILETS
The Chairman of the Plans Committee reported that the project to relocate the toilets from the Triangle to the Crescent Road car park was going ahead well.  The design for the new toilets and their precise location were being discussed together with the landscaping of the Triangle following the demolition of the existing toilets.  He emphasised that the new toilets would be built and open to the public before the toilets on the Triangle were demolished. 
345. 
QUALITY PARISH STATUS
The Clerk reminded members that the Council was committed to achieving Quality Parish Status.  The Council now met most of the criteria and she hoped to complete the portfolio prior to her retirement.  However, there were some documents still required including a Community Strategy and a Training Strategy.
Members welcomed the progress being made towards an application for Quality Parish Status and:

	RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman to produce any necessary documents to complete the Quality Parish Status portfolio.


346. 
TRAFFIC LIGHTS AT THE JUNCTION OF GARRISON LANE/HIGH ROAD WEST
Councillor Deacon asked members to consider the problems for pedestrians at the junction of Garrison Lane and High Road.  There was no pedestrian phase to the traffic lights to enable pedestrians to cross High Road at this point.  This had been highlighted to him by a member of the public who was also very concerned that the County Council had not responded to his correspondence concerning this.
Members discussed this problem.  There had been surveys in the past to establish whether there was a need for a pedestrian phase at these traffic lights on High Road.  The surveys had shown that there were insufficient pedestrians to justify a pedestrian phase at the traffic lights.  However, this junction was becoming increasingly dangerous for pedestrians who now avoided crossing at this point because of the difficulties.
Members agreed that it was very important to revisit this issue and the Clerk was asked to write to Suffolk County Council requesting that further consideration be given to providing a pedestrian phase to allow pedestrians to cross High Road safely.
347. 
ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS TO LOCAL CYCLE ROUTE 5, STATION ROAD, TRIMLEY ST MARY TO FELIXSTOWE TOWN CENTRE

Members noted correspondence from Suffolk County Council concerning additional improvements to local Cycle Route 5, Station Road, Trimley St Mary to Felixstowe town centre.  Members noted that the County Council was intending to divert Route 5 using Langley Avenue.  The Clerk reminded members that Langley Avenue was a private road owned by the Town Council and that it was gated.  She would contact Suffolk County Council concerning this issue.

348.  
PROPOSED PARTNERSHIP WITH VOIRON

The Clerk reported that there had been an encouraging response to the publicity concerning a proposed partnership with Voiron.  A meeting of those who had expressed an interest would be held on 17th December and it was hoped to form a Steering Group to progress this proposal.

Members discussed the proposed partnership with Voiron.  Members asked about the financial arrangements and it was agreed that these would be discussed at the meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee to be held in January.

349.
MAYOR’S VISIT TO WESEL AND SALZWEDEL 
The Clerk reported that the Mayor and her Escort together with the Clerk and her husband would be visiting Wesel and Salzwedel in early December.  In order to visit both towns it was necessary to travel by car.  

Members discussed the visit and it was:

	RESOLVED to contribute £150 each to the Mayor and the Clerk towards the fuel expenses for the journey.


350.  
SUFFOLK HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES
Members noted a letter from Suffolk County Council informing the Town Council of changes with regulations to the collection of glass at Household Waste Recycling Centres.  The new banks would be of modular design that would not require the public to climb stairs.  The containers would have flaps to reduce noise associated with recycling glass.
351.  
DATES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AND TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2010/2011

Members noted the dates of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and Town Council for the municipal year 2010/2011 appended to these minutes.
352.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN PASTORS INITIATIVE


The Vice Chairman introduced correspondence from the Town Pastors which was an inter church response to urban problems, engaging with people on the streets.  The Vice Chairman explained that this was an important initiative to help with anti social behaviour.


The Clerk reported that the initiative had asked for financial assistance from the Town Council and that its application would be considered at the Finance Sub-Committee in January. 
353.
IMPROVEMENTS TO FELIXSTOWE LOCAL CYCLE ROUTE 9 – FERRY LANE

Members noted correspondence from Suffolk County Council concerning improvements to Felixstowe local Cycle Route 9 – Ferry Lane.

CHAIRMAN
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