Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 23rd November, 2011

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 23rd November 2011
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Savage (Vice Chairman), Barber, Bird, Morris, Newman, Sennington, Sharman, Smith, Walker, Webb and Williams. 
245.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Deacon, Jan Garfield and Jon Garfield.
246.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Morris, Savage, Sennington, Sharman, Smith and Williams   declared a personal interest in items 247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252(b) and 252(d) as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors Barber and Newman declared a personal interest in items 247, 248, 249, 251, 252(a), 252(b), 252(d) and 252(e) as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Walker declared a personal interest in item 256 as an employee of BT.
247.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September, 2011, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

248.   
ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 15th September, 2011 – 14th November, 2011 amounting to £73,704.39 presented to this Committee be approved.


249.
REQUEST FOR FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL TO FUND TWO LITTER BINS IN HAMILTON ROAD
Councillor Savage reported that with the completion of the Shared Space Scheme, it had come to light that no litter bins were situated on the lower part of Hamilton Road leading to Bent Hill.  A quote from Suffolk Coastal Services had been sought, with the cost of 2 bins being £800 + VAT.  It had been suggested that should the Town Council be minded to fund 1 bin, then Suffolk Coastal Services would agree to fund the other.  Members were keen that the proposed bins were in keeping with the street scene, replicating those in the other part of the Shared Space Scheme.  Members queried whether it was intended that the bin was of the newly installed recycling type and whether responsibility for emptying the bins would remain with Suffolk Coastal Services.  Subject to the Clerk confirming these precise arrangements, it was
	RESOLVED that the Town Council fund a bin to be placed at the lower part of Hamilton Road at the cost of £400 + VAT from the environmental fund of recycling credits.


250.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN SIGN

Councillor Savage reported that a member of the public had contacted the Town Council sometime ago requesting that a town sign be considered for Felixstowe, to be located at the Triangle.  This request had been considered by the Felixstowe Futures team, and a competition had been held via the Youth Forum to design a town sign.  The competition had resulted in numerous entries, and the Felixstowe Futures extended judging panel had selected a number of entries with pleasing design elements.  These had been sent to the Graphic Designer at the District Council to incorporate into some proposed sign designs.  Councillor Savage referred to three such proposed sign designs, and the inclusion of the clock face, to gauge the Town Council’s views.  A lengthy discussion took place on the subject including the location of the proposed sign, the recently adopted strapline for branding the town “Great Days By The Sea”, the incorporation of a clock image, the involvement of the children and young people via the Youth Forum, risk of vandalism, and a link to a potential calendar idea.  It was noted that these were initial designs only and were not fully costed, nor funding agreed.  Following discussion, it was
	RESOLVED that the Town Council ask Felixstowe Futures to examine the production of a town sign to be based at the Triangle exploring associated links with the Felixstowe Great Days By The Sea logo, potentially with date reference to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  In parallel, consideration should be given to how the artwork produced by the children and young people via the Youth Forum could be used in other ways.


It was suggested that a potential use for the artwork designed by the Youth Forum could be at Felixstowe Railway Station via a discussion with Network Rail.
251.
FELIXSTOWE 2012 CELEBRATIONS
The Clerk gave an update on discussions to date regarding two important events to be marked in 2012, namely the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in early June 2012, and the Olympic Torch passing through the town on Thursday, 5th July 2012 to mark the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
With regard to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Clerk had previously drawn to Council’s attention information regarding a national beacon lighting event on Monday, 4th June.  The Clerk reported that initial enquiries had been made of Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding the beacon situated at Clifflands car park, which were as yet inconclusive.  As a number of local organisations had made contact with the Town Council recently, the Clerk was facilitating a meeting on this and the Olympic Torch to promote better collective awareness.

Felixstowe had been announced recently as a Community On Route for the Olympic Torch.  Much of the information from the London 2012 Organising Committee was subject to confidentiality.  Both the County Council and the District Council had officers working on this issue.  Nationally, the London 2012 Organising Committee were looking to Town and Parish Councils to facilitate local events of celebration in local communities, however it seemed that local communities were expected to fund any local celebrations.  The national torch route had been disclosed, however the street level torch route would not be made public due to security concerns until two weeks before the event.  Town and Parish Councils were encouraged to purchase London 2012 Games branded merchandise from a “Look Book”.  Prices in the “Look Book” were understood to increase by 15% on orders placed after 15th December.  It was suggested that in the interests of economy, such merchandise could be reused around the country as the torch progressed.  Members discussed a number of ideas in this regard, and it was agreed that a discussion with representatives of the Felixstowe Carnival Committee would be beneficial.  Following discussion, it was

	RESOLVED that the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, be given delegated authority to spend up to £200 from the Felixstowe Enhancement and Promotion budget on goods relating to the 2012 celebrations.


252. 
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 10th October, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 10th October, 2011 which included items concerning election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, Chairman’s welcome, report by the Head of Suffolk Libraries Operational Lead and report by Felixstowe Library.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 10th October, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee Minute Book be approved.


b.
Report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 12th October, 2011
Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of 12th October, 2011 which included items concerning a competition to design a town sign, Felixstowe Academy items, Level2 items, Suffolk Coastal District Council items, Colneis School items, Grange School items, Community Litterpick, Queens’s Diamond Jubilee, opening of Boost Drop in Centre, Remembrance Day and future meetings.  It was confirmed that the new uniform for pupils attending the new Felixstowe Academy had been funded by the Department for Education.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Youth Forum of the 12th October, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


c.
Report of the meeting of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 10th November, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 10th November, 2011 which included items concerning update on equipment at Felixstowe Cemetery, review of Cemetery charges 2012/13 and correspondence from member of the public.  The Clerk was requested to provide more precise clarification of the proposed Cemetery charges for 2012/13 appended to these minutes.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 10th November, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


d.
Report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 14th November, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 14th November, 2011 which included items concerning an update on CCTV project.  The Chairman reported on the circumstances surrounding the work required to a lamppost at Bent Hill in order to accommodate the installation of a CCTV camera.  The Clerk reported that a quote from Suffolk County Council Street Lighting had been received for the sum of £1,130.35 for the requisite works to take place.  Councillors Barber and Newman agreed to explore the option of using Suffolk County Council Locality Budget in order to fund these works.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Community CCTV Initiative Working Party of 14th November, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


 e. 
Report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 22nd November, 2011

The Vice Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 22nd November, 2011 which included items concerning follow up action from the meeting of 9th September, 2011, an update on matters relating to healthcare in Felixstowe and a proposed public drop-in event in February 2012.  It was suggested that the event be held at Broadway House being a more central venue and this should be discussed with the Chairman in her absence.  An invitation to support the event should be extended to Suffolk LINk.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 22nd November, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


253.
FELIXSTOWE RADIO

Members considered correspondence from Felixstowe Radio which had previously been tabled at a Council meeting and to which the Clerk had already responded.  A meeting between representatives of the Council and Felixstowe Radio had been requested.  A lengthy discussion took place including regarding the wide publication of Town Councillor contact details, the opportunity for representatives of the radio station to attend any meetings of the Council or its Committees which are open to members of the public, the principle of consistency of dealing with any media organisation and the officer and Council resource involved.  Following discussion, it was agreed that a meeting could be offered with Councillors Deacon, Slemmings and Smith and the Clerk.
254.
DATES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AND TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2012/2013
Members noted the dates of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and Town Council for the municipal year 2012/2013.  A lengthy discussion took place as to the practicalities of holding Council meetings during the summer months and school holidays.  It was suggested that the schedule of dates be sent to Suffolk Coastal District Council for information. 
255. UPDATE ON SUFFOLK STAY SAFE SCHEME

Members noted correspondence from the Suffolk Hate Crime Service regarding the developments of the Suffolk Stay Safe Scheme in which local businesses and premises displayed a Stay Safe Card notifying the availability of those places for the use of those who were vulnerable and/or in need of assistance.  Members were pleased to note that many places in Felixstowe offered such a facility. 
256.  POLICING IN SUFFOLK NEWSLETTER 
Members noted the Policing Suffolk briefing sheet for Town and Parish Councillors outlining the news of the Suffolk Police Authority.  Members noted in particular the change of telephone number for all non-urgent policing matters.  The new number was 101 and was in addition to the 999 number which remained for emergencies.  Members discussed the applicability of charges to the 101 number.

257.   UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING

Members noted correspondence from Inspector Gallant regarding imminent changes to local policing in the Felixstowe, Woodbridge and Kesgrave areas.  These changes were in response to the need to generate considerable budget savings over the next four years.  A review of estates strategy was taking place, resulting in the proposed sale of Woodbridge police station.  Some aspects of police service provision would now operate from two response
locations, namely Felixstowe and Martlesham Police Headquarters, rather than from Woodbridge.  Options for the relocation of the Safer Neighbourhood team in Woodbridge were being explored.  No reductions in staffing levels was anticipated.
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