Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 22nd September, 2010

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 22nd September 2010
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Newman, Savage, Sennington and Webb
238.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield and Smith and were noted on behalf of Councillors A Goodwin, J Goodwin and Ninnmey.
239.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Savage, Sennington and Slemmings declared a personal interest in items 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247 and 250 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 242, 244, 250, 251, 253, 256 and 258 as a member of Suffolk County Council.

It was recognised that most Councillors knew George Buckland who was requesting funding from the Town Council.

Councillors Slemmings declared a personal interest in item 244(b) as a Board Member of Flagship Heritage Housing.

240.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th July, 2010, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

241.
 ACCOUNTS

The Clerk was requested to provide clarification on two items of expenditure.

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 23rd June, 2010 – 1st September, 2010 amounting to £95,325.72 presented to this Committee be approved.


242.
APPLICATIONS FOR OCCASIONAL GRANTS

The Chairman gave guidance to the Clerk that it was customary for any such applications to be accumulated throughout the financial year.  Notwithstanding, it was agreed the Committee would consider these two requests.

a. Members considered a request from George Buckland for the Town Council to fund three commemorative plaques in Felixstowe at £80 each.  Members supported the principle of such plaques which were thought to be worthwhile.  Members wished to involve public opinion somehow in any choice of persons to commemorate, and it was suggested that this could be achieved via the next edition of the Council’s newsletter.  Further locally noteworthy nominees for plaques could also be canvassed.

	It was RESOLVED that up to £240 would be committed for the procurement of three commemorative plaques to be installed in Felixstowe subject to public consultation.


b. Members considered a request from Mr Stoddart for Neighbourhood Watch signs.  Members noted that the request was for an indeterminable amount and no such request had ever been previously received by the Town Council.  The Clerk was requested to refer Mr Stoddart to Suffolk Constabulary, and to the Community Safety Partnership at Suffolk Coastal District Council as more appropriate sources of funding.

243.
RECYCLING CREDITS

Members noted a letter from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £315.40 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period April – June 2010.  During this period a total of 108.222 tonnes were collected for recycling.  Members noted that over time these amounts were reducing, at a time when recycling efforts were increasing.  Councillor Newman advised the Committee that the budget for the Suffolk Environment Trust had been reduced by half this financial year.
244.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 19th August, 2010 
The Chairman introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 19th August, 2010 which included items concerning the election of Vice Chairman, interim arrangements for Felixstowe Cemetery and grounds maintenance, Memorial Wall at Felixstowe Cemetery and update on allotments including matters raised by Felixstowe Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners.  In response to a question it was confirmed that the interim arrangements for staffing were settling down and appeared to be working well.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 19th August, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


b.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 31st August, 2010

Councillor Newman introduced the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 31st August, 2010 which included items concerning election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, sheltered accommodation, Suffolk PCT, Suffolk LINk, local democratic legitimacy consultation and Community First Responders.
Members discussed the impact of the withdrawal of the on-site warden at Yetton Ward House, and the resulting issues of concern for vulnerable residents.  It was noted that at the very time of increasing need for such service, funding was under considerable pressure.  Members noted that the new chief Executive of Suffolk PCT was Dr Paul Watson.  The proliferation of advocacy routes regarding health services was also noted with due concern.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) of 31st August, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


   c.
Report of the CCTV Working Party of 6th September, 2010 

The Chairman introduced the report of the CCTV Working Party of 6th September, 2010 which included items concerning the CCTV project.

The Chairman updated the Committee with regard to two lampposts which had failed the requisite structural strength test carried out by Suffolk County Council’s Street Lighting officers.  As a result of this, funding for lamppost works was sought from the Town Council, as Suffolk County Council were no longer in a position to fund the work.  Members discussed other potential sources of funding.  It was agreed that the Clerk in consultation with Councillor Newman would examine these potential sources, and an update be provided to the Council meeting on 6th October, 2010.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the CCTV Working Party of 6th September, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


   d.
Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 6th September, 2010


The Chairman introduced the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 6th September, 2010 which included items concerning report of the East Area Highways Manager: surface dressing, drainage, carriageway resurfacing, microasphalt surfacing, pavements, trees, Highway Agency Works and kiosk on the Promenade, report from Economy, Skills and Environment: waiting restriction review, crossing for pedestrians/cyclists – Grange Farm Avenue (Cycle Route 5), Footpath 13 (Trimley St Mary) – conversion to cycle track to link to A14 bridge (Cycle Route 5/NCR 51), Cycle Route 11 – Peewit Hill, Garrison Lane Bridge Cycle Route (Cycle Route 1, Cycle Route 8), Cycle Route 5 – Grange Farm Avenue to path leading to Grange Road, Hamilton Road shared space, Bent Hill/Convalescent Hill scheme, developer funded schemes, Quality of Life funded schemes, signing for Felixstowe Community Hospital, matters raised by Councillors: Siren Control Cupboard.

Members discussed the ongoing closures of the A14 during the installation of the final section of the electronic message system.  Councillor Deacon confirmed that Walton had been partially leafleted regarding traffic diversion.  Members expressed concerns at the cost of the system which was understood to be c£70 million.  Councillor Slemmings offered to circulate a useful briefing note on the subject via the Clerk.  Councillor Newman reported that in order that some of the considerable effort dedicated to the Waiting Restriction Review was not lost, County Councillors had agreed to fund the continuance of work in the Sea Road environs of the town.  Consideration of traffic restrictions in the Hamilton Road and Bent Hill area was included as part of the overall Shared Space scheme.  The Committee noted with approval the award of Haven Gateway Partnership funding to carry out improvement works in a complimentary style to Shared Space from Orwell Road to the top of Bent Hill.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 6th September, circulated to all members and recorded in the Highway Advisory Committee Minute Book be approved. 


   e.
Report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities of 9th September, 2010


The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities of 9th September, 2010 concerning Allenby Park, Outdoor Playing Space Funding Scheme, Coronation Sports Ground, Skateboard Park, West End Play, six station outdoor fitness trail, picket fence at Marina Gardens and Langer Park.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor/Sports Facilities of 9th September, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.



The Chairman gave an update on the possibility of redeploying some of the redundant equipment from Langer Park at Coronation Sports Ground.  A quote had been received to include the purchase of a new roundabout, the installation of a multi play climber unit and wet pour safety surfacing.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that the balance of cleared funds in the Play Space Fund of £9,919 be used to accept the quote for play equipment improvement works at Coronation Sports Ground.



The Chairman reported that the surface of the Skateboard Park was continuing to cause health and safety hazards to users.  Suffolk Coastal District Council had confirmed that the entirety of the Skateboard Park budget had been exhausted.  After discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to allocate an amount to cover the surface repair works from the balance of cleared funds in the Sports Fund of £39,451.60.



Members noted the possibility of a new six station outdoor fitness trail and agreed that a location in the seafront area should be considered.

245.  
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL – SERVICE CHANGES

Members noted this ongoing exchange of letters on the subject.  Members agreed that in consideration of any equity/equality of service across the district, Felixstowe was linked to a tourism offering as well as services to local residents.  A member reported that due to an ongoing divergence of views, arrangements at the town’s cricket ground may be under some jeopardy.  The Clerk was requested to set up a meeting with Suffolk Coastal District Council, including relevant budget holders, in order to establish a better understanding via a direct dialogue.

246.  
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL/SUFFOLK COASTAL SERVICES, CHARGES FOR ADDITIONAL CLEAR UP AT FELIXSTOWE EVENTS

The Clerk reported that this agenda item had originated from previous correspondence from Suffolk Coastal District Council in April 2010 in which Suffolk Coastal District Council stated that from April 2010 onwards it was necessary to make a charge for additional litter collections in excess of the normal weekly collections provided across the district.  If an enhanced collection service was required, to deal with waste generated by special events such as shows and carnivals (including the provision of any additional litter containment capacity), then an approach should be made to Suffolk Coastal Services.  Members pondered in what circumstances such arrangements may be applicable and acknowledged that should the Town Council become aware of events happening locally, it would be useful to remind events organisers of the need to contact Suffolk Coastal Services if required.  Possible relevant local events were the Felixstowe Marathon, Fun Run, Rally, and Members were invited to contact the Clerk regarding any others.  Regarding the Carnival clean up arrangements, thanks were recorded to the Clerk for her part in facilitating a lower cost solution than previously anticipated.
247.
PROVISION OF LITTER BINS IN FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from Daniel Wareing, Waste Management Officer at Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding an invitation to make a contribution to the £1,600 cost of proposed changes to litter bin provision in Felixstowe.  Following discussion Members agreed that no contribution would be made at present unless any specific issues arose.

248.  
END OF NEW CLERK’S PROBATIONARY PERIOD
The Clerk advised the Committee that as she had joined the Town Council at the beginning of March 2010, a six month probationary period had been completed.  In the interests of good corporate governance, the Clerk requested that the Committee confirm her into post (or not as the case may be).  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that following successful completion of a six month probationary period, the new Clerk be confirmed into post.


249.  
DCLG CONSULTATION ON LOCAL REFERENDUMS TO VETO EXCESSIVE COUNCIL TAX

The Clerk reported that all Councillors had been provided with a copy of the DCLG consultation paper and had been requested to share views.  All views had been taken into account and a combined response from the Town Council had been submitted and acknowledged.  The Clerk was requested to circulate a copy of the response to all Councillors.

250.  
SPEED LIMIT GULPHER ROAD

Councillor Deacon requested Town Council support that an application be made to Suffolk County Council that a 30mph restriction be placed on Gulpher Road.  This request was prompted by several complaints received from members of the public of persistent traffic problems on Gulpher Road between the road bridge and the junction with Ferry Road.  Currently the road was derestricted and vehicles were travelling at excessive speeds along this narrow road which was also used by pedestrians, dog walkers, horse riders, cyclists, children visiting the duck pond and runners.  Concerns had also been expressed regarding use of the road by farm vehicles.  Members discussed this request and following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council would support the introduction of a 30mph speed limit between the road bridge and the junction with Ferry Road and that this should be forwarded to Suffolk County Council’s Environment and Transport Department.



251.  
CHANGES TO WAITING RESTRICTIONS/INTRODUCTION OF PARKING ZONES IN FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council concerning proposed changes to waiting restrictions/introduction of parking zones, Felixstowe.  Councillor Bryant requested that the signage for disabled parking areas in the Shared Space area seemed somewhat high and it was agreed this be raised at the next Shared Space meeting, along with apparent damage to a recently installed tree.
252.  
DECEMBER TIMETABLE – FELIXSTOWE LINE
Members noted an email from the Parish Transport Liaison Officer concerning the December Timetable – Felixstowe Line.  Councillor Newman reported that the custom on the line generated both by visiting tourists, and by football related travel, was of crucial significance to the successful operation and potentially future viability of the line.  It was agreed that the Clerk, in conjunction with Bryan Frost, the Town Council’s Public Transport Liaison Officer, write a letter to NXEA emphasising the Town Council’s views.
253.  
REVISED BUS SERVICES
Members noted correspondence form the Passenger Transport Officer, Suffolk County Council concerning revised bus services in the Felixstowe area.  Members expressed concern that it appeared the bus service to Landguard had been withdrawn.
254.  
AGE UK

Members noted correspondence from Suffolk Age Concern with some concern as to the costs associated with the rebranding.
255.
ART ON THE PROM 2010

Members noted with approval correspondence from the organisers of Art On The Prom.  The Clerk was requested to write a letter of thanks to the event organisers, Mary and Stephen Wyatt, in response.  Councillor Newman reported that due to a change in the rules relating to County Councillor funding, it may not be possible to offer support next year in the same manner as this year.  Members agreed next year’s event should be supported howsoever that were possible at the time.

256.  
TEMPORARY CLOSURE – U3129 GARFIELD ROAD AND BYWAY 56, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from the Network Officer, Suffolk County Council concerning the temporary closure of U3129 Garfield Road and Byway 56, Felixstowe.
257.
OVERNIGHT CLOSURES - A14 

Members noted correspondence from the Higways Agency concerning overnight closures for the A14 as the final section to Felixstowe of electronic message system is installed.

258.
PREPARATIONS FOR WINTER – GRIT BINS AND HEAPS


Members considered correspondence from the East Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council regarding preparations for the coming winter as regards grit bins, grit heaps and snow clearance.  The Clerk reported that according to the Suffolk County Council database held by East Area Highways, Suffolk County Council were aware of, and replenishing, the following:

· Grit bin – Rendlesham Drive, next to wall

· Grit heaps - Coronation Drive, end behind rails; and

                                   -  Wesel Avenue, bottom of hill.
Members expressed concern that there did not appear to be any current provision in the proximity of either Bent Hill or Convalescent Hill.  The footpath from Lidl to Coronation Drive was also raised as potentially hazardous in winter weather.  It was agreed that Members would consider the subject and discuss further at the next meeting of the Council on Wednesday, 6th October 2010.
259.
NHS SUFFOLK – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Members noted an email from NHS Suffolk concerning an invitation to the public to share its success at their Annual General Meeting on 29th September 2010.
CHAIRMAN
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