MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH JANUARY 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield and Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb.
391.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were noted on behalf of Councillor Ninnmey.
392.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399, 400, 401, 402, 404 and in application C10/3206 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Jon and Jan Garfield declared a personal interest in application C10/3188 as personal friends of the neighbour.

Councillor Dangerfield declared personal interest in application C10/3188 as a governor of Grange School which was in close proximity to the site, and a prejudicial interest in application C10/3216 as a near neighbour of the site.

Councillor Stokell declared a personal interest in application C10/3206 as owner of a local taxi business.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/3206 as a close family member ran a business opposite the site.

393.
MINUTES OF 15th DECEMBER 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th December, 2010 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

394. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 16th DECEMBER 2010
C10/3133 – Erection of single storey side extension & front porch at 19 Ataka Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/2663 – Conversion of office in to 3 dwellings (resubmission of C10/0195) at 9 Church Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal for the following reasons:

a. The over intensive use of very small spaces in the property and hence, even accepting the need for small residential units, we believe that the accommodation does not provide appropriate living standards for modern conditions.

b. This application is contrary to Policy AP50.  We believe that despite the fact that the current occupants have outgrown this space, there is a need for small startup offices.  

395. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 23rd DECEMBER 2010
C10/3068 – Erection of single storey extension to annexe at 17 Links Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal.  The Town Council believes that this application represents an overdevelopment of the front of the site.  The Town Council considers the application is unacceptable in the street scene, being a further visually awkward extension onto an already existing prominent exception to the building line of the street and clearly prejudices manoeuvres of vehicles on site.  Furthermore the Town Council has concerns that the proposed development may compromise a protected tree.  

C10/3218 – Erection of three air conditioning units at Felixstowe Community Hospital, Constable Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/3206 – Erection of open sided steel frame canopy at The Triangle, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

Councillor A Goodwin left the room during consideration of this application.
Recommend approval for the canopy.  The Town Council welcomes this scheme and hopes that waste bins will be of an appropriate quality, possibly to tie in with the Shared Space Scheme. 

396. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 6th JANUARY 2011
C10/3213 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 9 Cobbold Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval, however the Town Council regrets that this application is not correctly annotated as being in the Conservation Area.

C10/3216 – Conversion of attic space to extend units 6 and 7, providing a bathroom and bedroom to each unit in the space (part amended scheme from that approved under Planning Permission C07/1977) at 52 Princes Road, Felixstowe.

Councillor Dangerfield left the room during consideration of this item.
Recommend approval.

C10/3269 – Erection of two storey side extension to existing dwelling at Windsor Cottage, The Ferry, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  It is important that the neighbour opposite at “The Moorings” is consulted.

C11/0005 – Insertion of nine replacement windows at first floor level (resubmission) at 9 Felix Court, Sea Road, Felixstowe.

Councillor A Goodwin left the meeting at this point.
The Town Council strongly recommends approval for this application.  The windows have been designed to have matching fenestration sympathetic to the property and in the main are on the rear elevation and the two greatly recessed windows on the front elevation are largely obscured by the entrance porch.  The Town Council believes the result is not in any way detrimental to the Conservation Area and the windows could in no way be described as prominent, the apparent reason for previous refusal.  The Town Council notes that many windows in the front elevation are already UPVC.  The Town Council believes that the previous refusal was accordingly completely unwarranted.  

C10/3188 – Erection of four single storey dwellings at Land at Parsonage Close, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval.  However, the Town Council is concerned that parking is limited.  The Town Council is also concerned that due to the close proximity to a school, there may be potential issues of conflict between traffic and children.  The Town Council would ask that attention is given to notices such as Beware Children to draw attention to this.

C10/3235 – Erection of first floor side extension at 47 Westmorland Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

397.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 17.12.10 to 21.12.10.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.  

398.
ADVERTISING HOARDINGS IN FELIXSTOWE

Further to minute reference 358 and 381 Members noted further information from Suffolk Coastal District Council about the size and nature of the advertising hoarding in front of Lidl store. 

399.
APPEAL DECISION 


APPEAL REFERENCE: APP/J350/A/10/2127412


APPLICATION NO: C09/1458

PROPOSAL: PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT TO PROVIDE 12 APARTMENTS AND 2 SINGLE STOREY UNITS, INCLUDING BASEMENT CAR PARK AND VISITOR PARKING AND ASSOCIATED LANDSCAPING
LOCATION: 105 CLIFF ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted that the above appeal had been dismissed.

400.
UNTIDY SITE 2007/4 

Members discussed this untidy site in the Conservation Area noting the untidiness of this site had first been brought to the Committee’s attention in 2007.  The Technical Adviser reported that she had previously visited this site on a number of occasions.  In her view the site was indeed a formal untidy site and the pictures taken supported this view.  Members noted that a lot of rubbish remained, as well as a broken fence, and that access to the property was blocked.  Member agreed that firm action was required and the matter should be escalated with both the Planning and Environmental Health departments at Suffolk Coastal District Council.

401.
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCWE WITH SECTION 198 OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 


LOCATION: 11 CLONCURRY GARDENS, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:

T1 Sycamore – reduce by approximately 50% to approximately 10m and reshape.

402.
QUALITY OF PLACE AWARDS 2011

Members noted correspondence from the Design & Conversation Team, Suffolk Coastal District Council.

403.
THE FUTURE OF COUNTRY PARKS AND RECREATION SITES WITHIN SUFFOLK


Further to minute reference 380 Members noted further correspondence from the Project Manager, Country Parks and Recreation sites, Suffolk County Council acknowledging the Town Council’s expression of interest in the future of Felixstowe Ferry/Bawdsey Jetty following the County Council’s announcement of proposed withdrawal of funding.  Information packs were being prepared, and these would be shared with interested parties in the near future.  Members noted that information sessions were planned during February to discuss the future of country parks and recreation sites in more detail.


The Chairman reported that he had had an informative discussion with the relevant District Councillor for Bawdsey, however the situation seemed far from straight forward.  The Technical Adviser reported that a discussion had taken place with a representative of the Felixstowe Ferry Forum, however the Forum was more a grouping of interested individuals, and not a properly constituted entity, capable of taking on responsibility.  Members discussed the multiple parties who were connected with the Felixstowe Ferry in one way or another, recognising the importance of developing a solution jointly with the other side of the water.  The Clerk was requested to write to the Countryside Manager at Suffolk Coastal District Council to facilitate and expedite a joint meeting of interested parties both from Felixstowe and from Bawdsey to explore options jointly.  Members noted there was some urgency on this as, although this was not entirely clear it appeared that the County Council funding may be withdrawn from the new financial year in April 2011. 

404.
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE (S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 

LOCATION: ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, ORWELL ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:
T1-T8 eight sycamore trees along western boundary of church – repollard.
