MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15th DECEMBER 2010
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Savage, Sennington and Stokell.

373.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield and Webb and noted on behalf of A Goodwin and Ninnmey.
374.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 375, 376, 377,378, 379 and 380 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/2550 as a near neighbour of the site.

375.
MINUTES OF 1st DECEMBER 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st December, 2010 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

376. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 2nd DECEMBER 2010
C10/3020 – Erection of covered driving bays, golf ball recovery machine store and extension to existing building to provide covered electric buggy store at Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club, Ferry Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to roof materials and colour being sympathetic to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and existing buildings.  The Town Council notes that the application contains no proposal for flood lighting and it is approved contingent to that, and on the assumption that this will continue indefinitely.

377. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 9th DECEMBER 2010

C10/3112 – Change of use from A1 to mixed A1/A3 at 74-76 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.  The Town Council has carefully considered this application in the context both of the previous Local Plan AP179 and new policies, notably SPG9 and SP21 for Felixstowe specifically.  In those contexts, especially the latter, and in particular in the context of the recently completed Shared Space Scheme, (which itself was designed to expedite a “café culture”), the Town Council supports the application.  However, the Town Council retains the view that an uncontrolled proliferation of such premises would be undesirable in the overall context of the “vitality and viability” of the Town Centre.  The Town Council notes that the application does not contain a provision for the significant change to the fascia/front elevation and advertising on the shop which clearly requires an application in its own right.        


C10/3094 – Erection of single storey side extension and two storey rear extension at 12 Dellwood Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.

378.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 14.10.10 to 29.11.10.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.  
379.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DECISION INFORMATION SHEETS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decision Sheets concerning the following:

Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this application.

C10/2550 - Erection of two storey side and rear extension at 11 St Mary’s Crescent, Felixstowe.

C10/2612 – Erection of single storey extension, infill of existing porch undercroft and internal alterations at June Cottage, 72 Brook Lane, Felixstowe.  The Technical Adviser was requested to ask Suffolk Coastal District Council for the revised plans which were approved.   

A copy of these decisions is available from the Town Council offices.  

380.
THE FUTURE OF COUNTRY PARKS AND RECREATION SITES WITHIN SUFFOLK


Members discussed a letter from Suffolk County Council in which notification was given that the County Council was reviewing the future of country parks and recreation sites within Suffolk.   The administration’s proposal for the County Council’s budget next year proposed ceasing funding for country parks and recreation sites, and a final decision would be taken at the Council meeting on 17th February 2011.  On the list of sites under review was Bawdsey/Felixstowe Jetties.  The Technical Adviser reported that in preparation for this Plans meeting, she had contacted the County Council to clarify the extent of the site under review, and to confirm an understanding of current arrangements.  It appeared that there were a number of parties with different interests at Felixstowe Ferry, and the situation was not entirely straightforward.  The Felixstowe Ferry Jetty was owned by the Boatyard.  Since the withdrawal of the RAF from Bawdsey Manor, the County Council had supported the operation of the Ferry through funding the maintenance of the structure of both jetties.  A licence with the Crown Estate was also involved.  Members discussed the potential impact of this proposal on the future operation of the foot ferry.  Members were pleased to note that the County Council had also made contact with the Felixstowe Ferry Forum, the Residents Association and the Boatyard as well as Bawdsey Parish Council and Bawdsey Manor.  It was agreed that the Clerk write a letter in response to Suffolk County Council, confirming an initial expression of interest, including the views of the Committee, and exploring the possibility of funding from Highways linked to pedestrian and cycle routes, and also letters to the Felixstowe Ferry Forum, to the Boatyard owner, to the Ferry Operator and to Suffolk Coastal District Council on the subject.    
381.
ADVERTISING HOARDINGS IN FELIXSTOWE


Further to minute reference 358, Members discussed further correspondence from a member of public regarding the appalling state of these advertising hoardings.  The Technical Adviser reported that she was in contact with Network Rail, its tenants and sub tenants to have the issue resolved.  It appeared the scaffolding by which access to one of the hoardings was gained had recently been deemed unsafe, therefore work on the hoardings had been stopped. Discussions were ongoing.  Members requested that contact be made with Felixstowe Travelwatch in order to expedient discussions with Network Rail, the owner of the site.

    
Councillor Dangerfield reported that the advertising hoarding outside the Lidl superstore was unduly distracting in such close proximity to a major roundabout.  The Technical Adviser was requested to clarify the planning aspects of this particular hoarding.    

