MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st DECEMBER 2010
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Dangerfield, Jan Garfield and Jon Garfield.

348.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb and noted on behalf of A Goodwin and Ninnmey.
349.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Dangerfield, Jan Garfield and Smith declared a personal interest in items 350, 351, 352, 353, 354, 356, 357 and 359 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

350.
MINUTES OF 17th NOVEMBER 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th November, 2010 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

351. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 18th NOVEMBER 2010
C10/2929 – Replacement of existing timber casement window and door with white PVCU replacements at Flat 3, 5 Beach Road West, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  The Town Council is pleased to see windows to fit the front elevation had been modified to show a consistent sight line and the style is sympathetic to the existing windows and to the ground floor windows in the separate flat.  The glazed door is also sympathetic to existing design.  In regard to the rear elevation, the Town Council considers this proposal to be acceptable, bearing in mind the modern, utilitarian nature of the existing windows.

C10/2860 – Erection of dormer window, balcony, new porch & window at Fishermans Hall, The Ferry, Felixstowe. 

Recommend approval.  The Town Council has carefully considered this application in light of:

a. the special character of Felixstowe Ferry;

b. the appearance of the building notable the new dormers;

c. issues of potential overlooking;

d. noting that there is no increase in total accommodation above that which exists.

The Town Council takes the view that this proposal is acceptable accordingly.

C10/2920 – Erection of first floor rear extension & alterations at 18 Princes Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation, particularly in respect of shadowing and light to the window of the adjoining property.

352. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 25th NOVEMBER 2010
C10/2796 – Erection of three marketing signs indicating entry to the area of Trinity Distribution Park at The Port of Felixstowe, Dock Road, The Docks, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  The Town Council welcomes this proposal to market the Port in an attractive and positive manner.  Seperately, the Town Council has some concerns regarding signage on the A14 to Trinity Distribution Park, and the Town Council will forward some additional comments in this regard.

C10/2924 – Replacement upvc double glazed windows at 41 Nelson Court, Blyford Way, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal for this application as presented.  Whilst the Town Council feels the proposed windows on the front (west) elevation replicate and match the existing glazing pattern adequately, the fundamentally different pattern proposed for the rear (east) elevation would unacceptably damage the aesthetic balance of the appearance of the property.

C10/2942 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 13 Springfield Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/2943 – Alterations to shop frontage (new windows and doors) at 286 High Street, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.
C10/2814 - Change of use from residential property to dental surgery including demolition of lean-to at 4 Brook Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval in principle to the change of use to a dental practice, however the Town Council has real concerns regarding potential issues arising for car parking on this unusually oriented corner which carries significant traffic.  The Town Council has had sight of a recently supplied sketch indicating that parking would be provided off street, however the sketch is inadequate for the Town Council to have a clear view of these arrangements.  On the assumption that it would be possible to accommodate three to four cars off road, the Town Council feels that a satisfactory arrangement could be made.   
353.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN FELIXSTOWE TO BE CONSIDERED BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH SUB COMMITTEE ON 9th DECEMBER  2010 

Members noted that the following planning applications would be considered at the meeting of the Development South Sub Committee on 9th December 2010:
Application No: C08/1081

Proposal: Demolition of 1960’s extensions.  Conversion of existing hotel to provide a retail unit and café at ground floor and 11 apartments.  Erection of three storey residential block on Stanley Road (12 apartments)

Location: Waverley Hotel, Wolsey Gardens, Felixstowe.

Application No: C10/2491

Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension

Location: 8 Church Lane, Felixstowe.

354.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DECISION INFORMATION SHEET  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decision Sheet concerning application C10/2343, 28 Bath Road, Felixstowe erection of single storey rear extension and roof terrace.  A copy of this decision is available from the Town Council offices.  

355.
PROPOSED OUTSIDE SEATING AT CAFÉ NERO, HAMILTON ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Further to minute reference 330, Members considered additional correspondence and further plan supplied by Suffolk County Council illustrating the location of the proposed seating.  Members noted that the bollards were now in place.  Members also noted that the intention was for the historic footway to be kept clear and protected.  Recommend approval on this basis.  
356.
SUFFOLK COASTAL LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – IMMINENT CONSULTATION ON THE REVISED DRAFT CORE STRATEGY

Members noted correspondence from Suffolk Coastal District Council inviting a response from the Town Council during a further consultation period on the Revised Draft Core Strategy.  The Clerk had been requested to co-ordinate a meeting in early January 2011 on this subject, to which members of the public would also be invited, before the deadline on 23rd January 2011. 
357.
SCRUTINY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING SERVICE


Members noted correspondence from the Scrutiny Business Manager, Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The Clerk was requested to bring this matter back to the Committee’s attention in early March 2011.

358.
ADVERTISING HOARDINGS IN FELIXSTOWE

Members discussed correspondence from two members of the public raising concerns regarding the current awful state of the advertising hoardings situated on Garrison Lane beside the railway bridge which were considered to be an eyesore.  Members acknowledged that this issue had previously been discussed by the Committee in 2007.  The advertising hoardings were not owned by any of the Local Authorities and indeed it was not clear precisely who did own the hoardings. The Committee considered Network Rail to be the owner and the Clerk was requested to write to Network Rail regarding these complaints.  
359.
TREES IN BEATRICE AVENUE

Further to minute reference 303 Members noted ongoing correspondence regarding the proposed felling of a number of trees in Beatrice Avenue.  Members noted that a further inspection by an agency instructed by one of the complainants had also recommended that these trees should be felled on grounds of public safety.  Members further noted advice from the Arboricultural Officer at Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding replacement planting.

360.
PEDESTRIAN/CYCLIST IMPROVEMENTS – DOCK GATE 1 ROUNDABOUT AND WALTON AVENUE, FELIXSTOWE
Members discussed a proposal forwarded from Suffolk County Council to create cycle and pedestrian improvements along Walton Avenue and in the area of the Dock Gate roundabout.  Members noted that at present there was no official crossing point in this area and that a safety audit would be carried out in conjunction with this.   Members supported the principle of these pedestrian/cyclist improvements in this area. 

