Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 17th November, 2010

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 17th November 2010
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Bryant, Chambers, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Newman, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb
331.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Jon Garfield, and were noted on behalf of Councillors A Goodwin and J Goodwin.
332.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 333, 334, 337(c), 340 and 341 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 333, 334, 337(a), 337(b), 338, 342 and 344 as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillors Bryant, Sennington and Webb declared a personal interest in item 337(d) as owners or partners of owners of grave spaces at Felixstowe Cemetery.

333.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September, 2010, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

334.
 ACCOUNTS

 The Clerk was requested to provide clarification on two items of expenditure.

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 2nd September, 2010 – 2nd November, 2010 amounting to £72,347.77 presented to this Committee be approved.


335.
INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JULY – SEPTEMBER 2010
Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period April - June 2010.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Sue Faversham for her work.

336.
BUDGETARY MONITORING
Members discussed the budgetary outturn for the current financial year up to September, 2010.  

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to September, 2010 attached to these minutes.


337.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 11th October, 2010 
The Chairman introduced the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 11th October, 2010 which included items concerning the report by the Head of Suffolk Libraries and Records Office, Report by Felixstowe Library and young representation on the Committee. 
Councillor Newman confirmed that three organisations had expressed an interest in taking over the running of Felixstowe Library in the future.  The formal procurement process had not yet commenced.  Members were delighted with the very positive feedback recorded by library users (97% rated the service good or very good).

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee of 11th October, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Felixstowe Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee Minute Book be approved.


b.
Report of the meeting of the Youth Forum of 13th October, 2010
Councillor Bryant introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 13th October, 2010 which included items concerning The New Big Question – Healthcare for Young People in Felixstowe, Felixstowe Seafront Gardens, Level2 items, Langer Primary School items, Colneis Junior School items, Orwell High School items, Grange Primary School items, Causton Junior School items, Deben High School items, Langer Park, Libraries and Heritage Advisory Committee, timing of Youth Forum meetings, Twinning Links and UK Youth Parliament.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Youth Forum of 13th October, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


   c.
Report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 2nd November, 2010 

The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 2nd November, 2010 which included items concerning Allenby Park, Outdoor Playing Space Funding Scheme, Coronation Sports Ground – play area, Skateboard Park and proposed seafront play/sport facility.
In response to a question, the Chairman confirmed that a quote would be sought for the reinstallation in Allenby Park of some play equipment formerly sited at Langer Park.

Members expressed concern that there were some ongoing issues with rubbish at the Skateboard Park.  The Chairman emphasised that, following a lengthy wait for the provision of this facility, it was hoped that the young people who used it would do so with respect for their environment.  The Chairman reported that repair works to the Skateboard Park surface would commence soon and during these works the Skateboard Park would be closed for around two weeks.

It was confirmed that options regarding a seafront fitness facility would be discussed at the next of meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Councillor Bryant suggested that a review take place of safety notices immediately adjacent to play and outdoor sports equipment.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 2nd November, 2010, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


   d.
Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th November, 2010

The Chairman introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub- Committee of 8th November, 2010 which included items concerning Cemetery charges 2101/2011, Memorial Wall at Felixstowe Cemetery, security at Cemetery and allotments and Railway Hill allotments – request for water.

The Chairman paid tribute to the staff at the Cemetery and the Town Hall for the pleasing standard of service offered.


The Clerk requested that in the interests of administration of financial records,  the proposed Cemetery charges for 2011/2012 be rounded up to the nearest pound and Members agreed to this principle.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that it adopt the table of charges attached to these minutes for Felixstowe Cemetery for the financial year 2011/2012.


	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th November, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved. 


338.  
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL NEW STRATEGIC DIRECTION

Members discussed correspondence from the Suffolk Association of Local Councils and a briefing note produced by Suffolk County Council explaining the New Strategic Direction under which county council services would be delivered differently in the future.  Members were encouraged to attend the forthcoming Suffolk Coastal region Suffolk Association of Local Councils meeting at which the subject would be further discussed.

339.  
PUBLIC SECTOR CUTS – PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF POLICING IN SUFFOLK

Members discussed correspondence from the Suffolk Police Authority regarding proposed public sector cuts and the impact of those on the future policing in Suffolk.  Members requested that the Clerk accept their invitation for a police representative to attend a Town Council briefing session.
340.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL – BUDGET REVIEW MEETING
Councillor Chambers and the Clerk had attended a Budget Review meeting at Suffolk Coastal District Council for Town and Parish councils.  Councillor Chambers reported that following presentations by Suffolk Coastal District Council, Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Constabulary, it was clear that budgetary pressures in the forthcoming three years would be considerable.  Budget savings were required in all these organisations and some difficult decisions would need to be taken.  The impact on Town and Parish councils was as yet unclear however, it was anticipated that Town and Parish councils would have a key role to play in future service provision.  Members expressed concerns about the availability and additional pool of volunteers in the town and acknowledged that many charities and voluntary organisations were already stretched at present.  Members acknowledged that with the budgetary constraints on these three organisations, this may affect the Town Council’s precept for the next financial year.
341.  
MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING COSTS FOR THE TRIANGLE CANOPY
Councillor Smith reported that a new modern canopy was going to be installed in the new refurbished Triangle area.  A budget had been identified within the project to purchase this canopy, however maintenance costs were not yet agreed.  The Town Council has been asked to pay the maintenance costs of around £750 per annum.  As not all Councillors were aware of the design of the proposed new canopy, it was agreed that a plan should be circulated to all Councillors.  The request for payment of maintenance costs should be forwarded to the Finance Sub-Committee for consideration as part of the 2011/2012 budget setting process.

342.  
PROPOSED LOADING RESTRICTIONS/INTRODUCTION OF PARKING ZONES, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted correspondence from Environment and Transport Service Delivery, Suffolk County Council and acknowledged that for some shops in Hamilton Road without rear loading space, the only means of accepting deliveries would be via the entrance in Hamilton Road.

343.  
MAYOR’S VISIT TO WESEL AND SALZWEDEL
Councillor Jan Garfield gave the Committee a fulsome account of the recent Civic visit to Wesel and Salzwedel which was both busy and enjoyable.

344.  
TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE, U3 126 VICTORIA STREET, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted correspondence from Economy, Skills and Environment, Road Safety Engineering, Suffolk County Council concerning a temporary road closure - U3 126 Victoria Street, Felixstowe with its junction with Hamilton Road.

345.  
THE A14 TRUNK ROAD (FELIXSTOWE DOCK ROUNDABOUT, SUFFOLK) (PROHIBITION OF WAITING) ORDER 20XX
Members noted correspondence from the Highways Agency concerning the A14 Trunk Road (Felixstowe Dock Roundabout, Suffolk) (Prohibition of Waiting) Order 20xx (sic).
346.  
DATES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AND TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2011/2012

Members noted the dates of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and Town Council for the municipal year 2011/2012.
347.
BRIEFING ON SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL YOUTH WORK IN FELIXSTOWE

Councillor Newman drew to the Committee’s attention a briefing note which he had prepared on the future of Suffolk County Council youth work in Felixstowe.  Councillor Newman reported that Suffolk County Council had recently announced that reluctantly due to budget constraints, the County Council would be withdrawing from “Open Access” youth work throughout the county starting in 2011.  Councillor Newman explained the potential impact this would have on current youth club provision in Felixstowe and how this service may be provided by other community groups in the future.  Members discussed the importance of maintaining an appropriate level of youth work provision in the town, recognising the good work of Level2 in this regard.  It was agreed this briefing note should be forwarded to the Finance Sub-Committee to inform deliberations for 2011/2012 budget setting process.
CHAIRMAN
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