Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 21st September, 2011

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 21st September 2011
Present:
Councillors Slemmings, (Chairman), Barber, Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Newman, Savage, Sharman, Smith, Walker, Webb and Williams.
179.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jon Garfield, Morris and Sennington.
180.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sharman, Slemmings, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 181, 182, 183, 185, 186, 187 and 188 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors Barber and Newman declared a personal interest in items 181, 182, 183, 184, 187(d), 189, 190 and 193 as members of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Barber declared a personal interest in item 186 as Chairman of the Felixstowe Carnival Committee.

Councillor Jan Garfield declared a personal interest in item 186 as Secretary of the Felixstowe Carnival Committee.

Councillor Sharman declared a personal interest in item 182 as Member of the Board of Orwell Housing Association.

181.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th July, 2011, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

182.   
ACCOUNTS
A query was raised regarding the Town Council’s funding of election charges and the Clerk was requested to clarify this.

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 30th June, 2011 – 14th September, 2011 amounting to £88,878.44 presented to this Committee be approved.


183.
BUDGETARY MONITORING

Members discussed the budgetary outturn for the current financial year up to 15th September, 2011.  

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 15th September, 2011 attached to these minutes.


184.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JUNE – SEPTEMBER 2011

Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period June - September 2011.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Caroline Barrett and Susan Faversham for their work.

185.
FELIXSTOWE & WALTON FOOTBALL CLUB – REQUEST FOR FUNDING

Members discussed a request from Felixstowe and Walton United Football Club to support once again the annual “Felixstowe Firework Spectacular” display in November 2011.  The Town Council had supported the event for the past three years contributing £250 annually.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council donate £250 in support of Felixstowe & Walton United Football Club’s Firework Spectacular to be held on Sunday, 6th November, 2011 from the Town Council’s Enhancement and Promotional budget.


186.
SUFFOLK POLICE – REQUEST FOR FUNDING
Members discussed a request from Suffolk Constabulary to support from the Safer Neighbourhood Team allocated funds held by the Town Council to a Community Awards Night.  The event which was being run for the second year was being hosted jointly with the Carnival Committee and would be held on 25th October.  The purpose of the event was to recognise and thank members of the community for their time, effort and resource in supporting the Safer Neighbourhood Team and the wider community.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED that the Town Council contribute £100 from the Safer Neighbourhood Team budget towards the Community Awards Night 2011.


187. 
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Reports of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People in Felixstowe of 12th July and 14th September, 2011
The Chairman introduced the reports of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People in Felixstowe of 12th July and 14th September, 2011 which included items concerning an update of Play Space Fund and Sports Fund, Coronation Sports Ground, Seaton Road Recreation Ground, Walton Recreation Ground, Langer Park, vandalism in Felixstowe, Skate Park, Allenby Park, Brackenbury Sports Centre and proposed Seafront Play/Sport Facility.
In relation to the Felixstowe Skatepark, Councillor Walker suggested the introduction of appropriately trained skatepark marshalls may be of benefit.  In relation to the proposed seafront play/sport facility, Members discussed the current visual state of the District Council owned land in particular the state of the pond.  It was understood that currently Suffolk Coastal District Council were looking into a disposal of a larger area of land in that location and expressions of interest had been invited aligned to the work of Felixstowe Futures.  This process was understood to be ongoing, however in the meantime the Clerk was requested to write to Suffolk Coastal District Council to ask what the present plans were to maintain the area to a clean and presentable standard. 
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People in Felixstowe of 12th July and 14th September, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


b.
Reports of the site visits of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 22nd August, 2011 and the meeting of 13th September, 2011

The Chairman introduced the reports of the site visits of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 22nd August and the minutes of 13th September, 2011 which included items concerning Cemetery allotments, Railway Hill allotments, Cowpasture allotments, Ferry Road allotments and the review of Felixstowe Town Council allotment rates for the year 2012/2013.
The Clerk was requested to examine further the dual access points to the site at Railway Hill.  The Chairman confirmed the current intention to maintain a 50% reduction for pensioners and the long term unemployed.  Following discussion, the Clerk was requested to clarify in broad terms the proportion of allotment tenants for whom this was relevant.  Following discussion:
	It was RESOLVED that allotment rents should be increased by 25p per rod from £4.00 to £4.25 in October 2012 and that the current 50 per cent reduction for pensioners and the long term unemployed would be retained.   As the Town Council could no longer afford to subsidise water bills directly, in order to cover increasing costs of water, the water charge per allotment should be increased from £3.50 to £5.00 in October 2012 to cover costs.  


	It was RESOLVED that the report of the site visits of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 22nd August, 2011 and of the meeting of 13th September, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee be approved.


   c.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 9th September, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group of 9th September, 2011 which included items concerning an update from NHS Suffolk, Yetton Ward update and a proposed public drop-in event.
The Chairman reported in some detail on the informative meeting with Martin Royal, Director of Corporate Services, Suffolk PCT.  In particular the Chairman drew Members’ attention to the fact that it had been confirmed that the out of hours service provider Harmoni were able to arrange the attendance of medical assistance including a doctor to see patients out of hours at the Felixstowe MIU.  Members were pleased that the Community Services Group (Health Councillors) meeting had provided an opportunity for a meaningful dialogue on a range of important issues.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group of 9th September, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


d.
Report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 12th September, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 12th September, 2011 which included items concerning Siren Control Cupboard, Suffolk County Council – restructure of highways and transport services, report of the East Area Highways Manager: drainage, surface dressing, carriageway resurfacing, pavements, trees and roadworks on Dockspur roundabout, report from Economy Skills and Environment: safety schemes, Ferry Lane (phase 2 – Local Route 9), South West Felixstowe Traffic Regulation Order Review, Footpath 34 (phase 3), Felixstowe signing strategy, Landguard cycle route, Dock Gate Cycle Link (Local Route 10), Shared Space peripheral restrictions, matters raised by Councillors: Mill Lane/Wadgate Road/Stour Avenue safety scheme, grit and litter bins, traffic lights on Garrison Lane/High Road West, Costa Coffee, traffic lights outside Felixstowe Library, bus shelter, Waveney Road, trip in Hamilton Road, signage on Peewit Hill, town signs – litter, cycle lane – Trimley St Martin, request from Felixstowe Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners and the Shared Space scheme.
Councillor Deacon requested further clarification on the extent of pavement reconstruction anticipated for Kemsley Road.  

The Chairman reported at some length on the proposals for changing parking restrictions in the roads peripheral to the Shared Space scheme.  Detailed information on these proposed changes had previously been made available to the Members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  Following discussion and further representations made on behalf of Councillor Morris by Councillor Deacon, it was agreed that these changes were supported in broad terms, noting that Suffolk County Council were continuing with some ongoing investigations and with Victoria Street still the subject of some contention.  It was noted that a formal consultation phase by Suffolk County Council would then ensue on the draft order.

The Chairman referred to recent events at the entrance to the Shared Space scheme where a car had driven through a shop window, and ensuing recent press coverage regarding the Shared Space scheme.  The Chairman reported that a meeting had taken place at Suffolk County Council in light of this, and referred to accident statistics in the area.  In the four years prior to the scheme on Hamilton Road, seventeen accidents resulting in injury took place between Cobbold Road and Orwell Road.  The police investigation of the recent incident had indicated that the accident had been caused by driver error.  The Chairman also referred to a Chamber of Trade meeting attended by traders and representatives in public office including Therese Coffey MP at which a full and free debate took place on the subject of business rates valuations on Hamilton Road and the economic challenges these represented to traders.

Councillor Deacon reported that Town Councillors representing the North Ward had distributed Suffolk County Council leaflets about the Shared Space scheme on Hamilton Road recently and canvassed the views of members of the public on the subject.  It was intended that these views be collated and presented to Suffolk County Council as the highways authority responsible for the scheme and to the Town Council.  It was agreed that the December Council meeting would be an appropriate timescale for this.

The Chairman also confirmed that the highways signage particularly at the entrance to the Shared Space scheme was being reviewed by the County Council.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Highways Advisory Committee of 12th September, 2011, circulated to all Members and recorded in the Highways Advisory Committee Minute Book be approved.


188.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL – CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE MANAGEMENT OF CAR PARKS


The Chairman referred Members to correspondence received from Dr Carolyn Barnes, Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding consultation on proposed changes to car parking charges in Suffolk Coastal district.  In essence, as specifically affecting Felixstowe, the changes represented an increase in some not all car parks in Felixstowe, the removal of the financial concession for blue badge holders allowing double time with a review of accessibility to machines and additional disabled bays, and the withdrawal of discounted beach hut owner parking permits.  A lengthy discussion took place and a variety of views were expressed.  Councillor Sharman expressed the view that any revisions to charges should be delayed until the next financial year, particularly in light of views expressed by the Chamber of Trade and in order to encourage shoppers, noting that the car parks nearest to the main shopping area including Crescent Road and Highfield Road had increased tariffs proposed.  Accordingly,
	It was RESOLVED that a response from the Town Council be forwarded to the District Council that did not support a proposed 50% increase to the tariffs in Crescent Road and Highfield Road, putting forward instead a lower increase for up to 30 minutes – from £0.40 to £0.50 (not the proposed £0.60), and for two hour parking from £1 to £1.20 (not the proposed £1.50), and requesting that any increased charges be delayed for as long as possible to encourage shoppers.


189. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON THE BUDGET CHALLENGE

The Chairman referred Members to correspondence received from Councillor Mark Bee, Leader of Suffolk County Council, regarding a public consultation exercise on The Budget Challenge at Suffolk County Council.  Responses were invited before 23rd October 2011 either online, via post or telephone.  It was agreed that as a collective response on behalf of the Town Council would be problematic, each Councillor was encouraged to complete the questionnaire individually.

190.
MOBILE LIBRARIES CONSULTATION


The Chairman referred Members to correspondence received from Councillor Judy Terry, Portfolio Lead for Libraries Consultation, Suffolk County Council regarding a public consultation exercise to seek views on the future of mobile library services in Suffolk.  It was confirmed that no mobile libraries were operational in Felixstowe at the present time.

191.
NALC BRIEFING NOTE ON COUNCILLORS’ NOTIFICATION UNDER DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998


The Clerk referred Members to a briefing note from the National Association of Local Councils regarding Councillors’ Notification under the Data Protection Act 1998.  The Clerk confirmed that notification by the Town Council as an organisation was carried out on an annual basis, and that notification by individual Councillors was dependent upon differing factors.  Should any Councillor be unsure, details of the Information Commissioner’s Office to contact direct were provided on the briefing note.
192.
NALC BRIEFING NOTE ON QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE

The Chairman referred Members to a briefing note from the National Association of Local Councils regarding the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  On 4th June 2012, the aim was to light 2,012 beacons in celebration of the Diamond Jubilee, and communities were being asked to participate.  It was agreed that the Town Council supported such participation.  It was suggested that the Lions Club of Felixstowe be approached with a view to co-ordinating the event on behalf of the community.  It was suggested that the subject of Jubilee celebrations be added to the agenda of the next Youth Forum.
193.
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF PART OF HIGHFIELD ROAD, FELIXSTOWE


Members noted correspondence from Head of Legal Services, Suffolk County Council, concerning the temporary closure of part of Highfield Road, Felixstowe.

194.
ART ON THE PROM 2011

Members noted a letter from Mary and Stephen Wyatt concerning Art on the Prom 2011.
CHAIRMAN
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