Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 22nd July, 2009


FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 22nd July, 2009
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Chambers, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Webb.
In attendance: Councillor Jan Garfield.

125.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, J Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey and Stokell
126.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 127, 128, 131, 133(b), 133(c), 133(e), 135, 139 and 140 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Sennington declared a personal interest in item 133(a) as a member of the League of Friends of Felixstowe Hospital.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 142 as a resident of the area.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 138 as a Governor of the Orwell High School

Councillor Garfield declared a personal interest in item 133(a) as a close relative of an employee of Ipswich Hospital.

127.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th May, 2009, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

128.
 ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 13th May, 2009 – 8th July, 2009 amounting to £67,967.19 presented to this Committee be approved.



129.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD APRIL – JUNE 2009

Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period April – June 2009.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Rosemary Brown for her work.
130.
BUDGETARY MONITORING
Members noted and discussed the budgetary outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 30th June, 2009 and:

	RESOLVED to approve the outturn for the period for the current financial year up to 30th June, 2009 attached to these minutes.


131.
RECYCLING CREDITS
Members noted a letter from the Waste Management Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £442.77 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period October – December 2008.  During this period a total of 102.3485 tonnes were collected for recycling.

Members discussed the impact of the new three bin system on recycling credits.  Certain items such as glass would still qualify for credits and it would therefore be interesting to see what effect the new three bin system had on the total payments received by the Town Council.

132.
REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT RATES

The Chairman of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-committee introduced the review of the Town Council allotment rents for the year commencing October, 2010.  He explained that an increase of 25p per rod for Felixstowe Town Council allotments from £3.25 - £3.50 would be implemented from October 2009.  Water charges per allotment would be increased from £2.75 - £3.00 per allotment in October 2009.  The Cemetery and Allotments Sub-committee had met recently and it had recommended to the Finance and General Purposes Committee that allotment rents should be increased by 25p per rod from £3.50 - £3.75 in October 2010 and that the water charge should be increased from £3.00 – £3.25per allotment in October 2010.  It was necessary to give twelve months notice of any change of allotment rents to tenants.

Members discussed the substantial subsidy which was currently given to the allotments.  The Chairman explained that it was the policy to attempt to maintain the subsidy at its current rate.  The allotment service provided by the Town Council was a statutory obligation.  Following discussion it was: 

	RESOLVED to recommend to the meeting of Felixstowe Town Council that allotment rents should be increased by 25p per rod from £3.50 - £3.75 in October 2010 and that the water charge per allotment should be increased from £3.00 - £3.25 in October 2010. 


133.  SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

   a.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 2nd June,2009
The Chairman of the Community Services Group introduced the report of the Group of 2nd June, 2009 which included items concerning provision of defibrillators in Felixstowe, Suffolk LINk, changes in coronary care and pancreatic services, care for the elderly in Felixstowe, Terms of Reference of the Community Services Group, ensuring quality dentistry in Suffolk and PCT provider arms.
The Chairman explained that the Community Services Group had been very involved in the discussions concerning changes in coronary care.  Several members of he Town Council had attended both the meetings with Professor Boyle and had put across the message that the people of Felixstowe and the surrounding area were not prepared to be marginalised.  As a result of the first meeting Professor Boyle had made recommendations to change his initial plan and there would be a three month monitoring of the situation for residents of East Suffolk who would receive angioplasty after thrombolysis.  Apologies had been given at the meeting that not enough had been done to explain the new system and to include the public in the consultation.  The representatives from the Town Council would be invited to further meetings and the message that those involved needed to be more accountable had been emphasised.
Members discussed the report.  The Chairman emphasised that the Group had been successful and this had been in conjunction with groups and organisations right across the district.  In discussion it was also emphasised that the East Anglian Daily Times had carried out a very good campaign.  It was suggested that the best instrument for change could be John Gummer’s suggestion of a joint service between Ipswich and Colchester Hospitals which would provide a sufficient population base.  The Chairman of the Community Services Group stated that Professor Boyle had said that it would take up to four years to develop a local service and additional resources would be needed.  It was also pointed out that the Norwich service had been built up over three years.  It was agreed that the members of the Community Services Group and the Town Council should emphasise the possibility of developing a joint service in every possible forum.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group of 2nd June, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.


  b.
Reports of the CCTV Initiative Working Party  of 9th June and 21st July 2009.

The Chairman of the CCTV Initiative Working Party introduced the reports of the Working Party of 9th June and 21st July 2009.

The Chairman reported that the service of the CCTV system had now taken place and the system was working well.  The pole at the junction of Sea Road and Undercliff Road, which had been interfering with the signal, had been removed.  She emphasised the excellent work carried out by Guy Richardson to source funding for the system.  He had recently submitted an application for £21,000 to the Ministry of Justice for a camera on Bent Hill and two cameras to cover the Spa Gardens.  She thanked everyone involved in the Felixstowe community for their support for the project and in particular the volunteers who operated the system.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the CCTV Initiative Working Party of 9th June and 21st July, 2009 circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


c. Report of the Youth Forum of 24th June, 2009.
Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 24th June, 2009 which included items concerning The Big Question, Langer School items, Colneis School items, Orwell High School items, Level2 items, Boost, Sanctuary Housing, Citizens Advice Bureau – request for a young trustee, Felixstowe Bored Kids, Suffolk Coastal District Council – summer activities, Cultural Day – 23rd August, congratulations to Year 6’s, congratulations to Doreen Savage and place and dates of future meetings. 
Councillor Savage emphasised that this had been another very successful meeting although the Forum was saddened by the lack of representation from the Deben High School at recent meetings.  She explained that all schools, other than two Infants Schools, were members of the Forum.  She explained that the Forum continued to discuss the issue of litter and had produced two very good anti litter slogans which were “Litter is Pollution, You’re the Solution” and “Retrieve, Recycle and Remake”.
The Committee congratulated the Forum on its work.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Youth Forum of 24th June, 2009 circulated to all members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


  d. Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 8th July, 2009.

The Chairman of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee introduced the report of the Sub-Committee of 8th July, 2009 which included items concerning election of Chairman, election of Vice-Chairman, proposed purchase of additional allotment land by Felixstowe Town Council, waiting lists on Town Council’s allotment sites, management of the Council’s allotment sites, review of Felixstowe Town Council allotment rates for the year 2010-2011 and meeting with representatives of Felixstowe Allotment Association.  
The Chairman explained that this had been the meeting at which the Committee meets representatives of the Felixstowe Allotment Association.  There had been a very positive discussion which included suggestions by the Association to replace the fence adjacent to the Cowpasture allotment site with hedging and also to renumber the allotments at Railway Hill.

Members discussed these suggestions and commented on the excellent partnership between the Town Council and the Allotment Association.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED
 a. To recommend to the Town Council that £550 be allocated from the Town 
     Council’s Enhancement Budget towards the hedging at Cowpature Allotments 

     and that the Clerk should be given delegated authority to provide additional 
     finance for the hedging adjacent to the meadow if necessary.

b. To recommend that £200 from the allotment budget should be designated for 

    the renumbering planting at the Railway Hill site.


Members discussed the letter received by the Town Council concerning a proposal by members of the public to purchase additional allotment land.  It was emphasised that the Town Council was not in a position to purchase additional land, even at agricultural prices.  It was pointed out that there was to be a further consultation about the revised housing numbers in the LDF.  The Town Council would be consulted on this and it would be an opportunity to address the issues of the acquisition of additional allotment land.  It would be open to the Town Council to suggest that when a development of any substantial size took place, there should be a provision that land should be allocated for allotments.
Members discussed the management of allotments in Felixstowe.  It was emphasised that the Town Council had good skills for allotment management and that this was being highlighted by the excellent partnership with the Allotment Association.

e.   Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for

     Young People of 21st July, 2009.
The Chairman of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People introduced the report of the Working Party of 21st July, 2009 which included items concerning a green flag for Allenby Park, skateboard project, Parish Outdoor Playing Space Schedule and Strategy and provision of play equipment. 
The Chairman explained that the Felixstowe Council for Sport and Recreation had accumulated funding for a Fitness Trail at Eastward Ho and for a Cone Climber at Langer Park.  However, both projects were in jeopardy because, due to the budget review and prioritisation process being undertaken by Suffolk Coastal District Council, the District Council was not taking on any new assets until the budget prioritisation process had been completed.  It was therefore suggested that Felixstowe Town Council should bear the cost of the maintenance of the equipment in order for the projects to proceed.  The cost of the maintenance for the equipment at Eastward Ho and the Cone Climber at Langer Park would cost £60 per year for each site.  This would include an annual site visit by ROSPA or PIC (the Play Inspection Company) and weekly maintenance visits from Suffolk Coastal Services.
Members discussed this issue and agreed that the Town Council should pay the cost of maintenance for both sites in order to allow the projects to proceed.  The payment should be time limited.  However, members expressed some concern that there might be additional maintenance and repair costs and the Clerk was asked to clarify this with Suffolk Coastal District Council.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to the Town Council that Felixstowe Town Council pay £60 per year for the maintenance of the Fitness Trail at Eastward Ho and £60 per year for the Cone Climber at Langer Park for 5 years subject to clarification concerning any additional repair costs.


	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 21st July, 2009 circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


134. APPOINTMENTS TO SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTIES 
         The Chairman reminded members that at the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 20th May appointments had been made to the Finance Sub-Committee and the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee.  Following that meeting there had been vacancies on these two committees.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that Councillor Jan Garfield be appointed to fill the vacancies on the Finance Sub-Committee and the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee.


135. BOUNDARY COMMITTEE REVIEW
The Clerk reported that it had been expected that the Boundary Committee would advise the Secretary of State on 15th July of its proposals for Suffolk.  However, following a judicial review which had found against the Boundary Committee no advice had been issued on that date.  It was not clear what the next action concerning the review would be.
Members discussed the Boundary Committee Review and it was agreed that the meeting of the Town Council’s Boundary Committee Working Party due to take place the following week would be cancelled.
136. FELIXSTOWE IN FLOWER 2009
The Clerk reported that Felixstowe had been judged for Anglia in Bloom on 13th July.  The judges visit had been very enjoyable and successful.  They had seemed to be impressed by all they saw.  There had been impressive visits to Colneis School and to the Ferry Road allotments which had demonstrated a commitment of all ages in Felixstowe to vegetable gardening.  In their speech to the participants the judges had referred to Felixstowe raising the bar with this entry to the 2009 competition.  The results would be announced on 16th September.

137. POLICE REPRESENTATION IN FELIXSTOWE
Further to Minute Ref 50 of 20th May, 2009 the Chairman reminded members that the Council had been asked by a member of the public to look into the possible reorganisation involving Felixstowe Police Station.  The Clerk reported that in that day’s East Anglian Daily Times there had been a report that emergency response police officers were now due to work from 9 Suffolk stations instead of the present 23 bases.  The new locations did not include Felixstowe.
The Clerk was asked to write to the Chairman of the Police Authority enquiring about the proposals and their effect on Felixstowe Police Station.

138. FELIXSTOWE NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL COMPETITION
Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest the Clerk left the room during discussion of this item.
Members noted correspondence from Suffolk County Council regarding Felixstowe New Secondary School Competition Second Notice Statutory Notice.  It was pointed out that a meeting held recently was poorly attended due to lack of publicity but that another meeting had been organised for 22nd July and hopefully this would be well attended in view of the important issues to be discussed.
139. EXERCISING OF DOGS IN THE FELIXSTOWE AREA
Members noted correspondence from a member of the public concerning the possible extension of control of dogs in the Felixstowe area.  As Councillor Newman, who had brought this matter to the Council’s attention, was not at the meeting it was agreed to defer this item to a future meeting of the Committee.  In the meantime the Clerk was asked to send Councillor Newman copies of the previous decisions by the Town Council concerning this matter.
140.  CONSULTATION ON SUFFOLK COASTAL’S CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY
Members noted that Suffolk Coastal District Council was consulting Felixstowe Town Council concerning the Suffolk Coastal Climate Change Strategy.  In view of the deadline of 14th August it was agreed that it would be appropriate for individual members to comment on the Strategy rather than to attempt to formulate a corporate response by the Town Council.

141.  REVISED BUS SERVICES
 Members noted revised bus timetables for the 163, 172, 173 and 174 services.
142.  COBBOLD ROAD, PRINCES ROAD, QUEENS ROAD AND TOMLINE ROAD -    
        CONSTRUCTION OF RAISED JUNCTIONS (ROAD HUMPS)

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the meeting at this point.
Members noted the notice concerning the Cobbold Road, Princes Road, Queens Road and Tomline Road construction of raised junctions (road humps).  Members discussed the construction works in Cobbold Road.  A member referred to a complaint that had been received from a local resident who did not feel that the new works had achieved anything.  It was pointed out that the works were a   result of accidents caused by people exiting into Cobbold Road from the surrounding streets.  It was agreed that it would be appropriate to see how the new system would operate in practice following its completion before the Town Council made any further comments.
143.
REQUEST FOR TWINNING FROM VOIRAN  


Members considered an email from the Chair of the English Club of Voiron in France near Grenoble.  The email stated that she had visited Felixstowe a couple of years ago and had liked the town and asked whether Felixstowe would be interested in a twinning.  Members expressed interest in this approach.  Although it was unlikely that Felixstowe had the resources for an additional twinning it would be interested to find out more about Voiron and to enter into an initial correspondence with the town.
144.
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF PART OF THE A154 BEACH STATION ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted information from Suffolk County Council regarding temporary closure of part of the A154 Beach Station Road, Felixstowe from 22nd August – 24th August, 2009.
CHAIRMAN
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