Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 20th May, 2009


FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 20th May, 2009
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, A Goodwin, Newman, Ninnmey and Savage.
26.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Chambers, J Goodwin, Sennington, Smith, Stokell and Webb.
27.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Deacon, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage and Slemmings declared a personal interest in items 28, 29, 30, 34(b), 34(c), 40, 41, 42, 43 and 47 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 28, 29, 30, 34(a), 36, 37, 38, 39, 44, 46, 48, 49 and 50 as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Newman declared a prejudicial interest in item 48 as a Governor of the Orwell High School.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 48 as a Governor of the Orwell High School.

Councillor Ninnmey declared a prejudicial interest in item 48 as the owner of a horse stabled on the proposed site of the new school.

Councillor Bryant declared a personal interest in items 38 and 39 as a member of the Cavendish Park Community Association and the partner of the Chairman of the Association.

28.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th March, 2009, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorized to sign them.

29.
 ACCOUNTS
A member asked for information concerning the wedding license for Felixstowe Town Hall.  The Clerk explained that the sum of £1800 was for three years.  The Chairman referred the member to the Premises Committee which was responsible for the Town Hall project.

	RESOLVED that the accounts from 10th March – 31st March, 2009 amounting to £40,652.97 and the accounts from 1st April – 13th May, 2009 amounting to £81,241.00 presented to this Committee be approved.



30.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009

The Clerk presented the annual accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the financial year 2008/2009.  Members considered the balance sheet, explanatory notes and income and expenditure accounts attached to these minutes together with the report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2008/2009.

Members discussed the Town Council’s accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2009.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that it accept and approve the Annual Accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2008/2009 appended to these minutes.




31.
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FOR THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009

The Clerk explained to members that it was necessary to complete the Statement of Assurance for the financial year 2008/2009.  A draft Statement of Assurance had been circulated to all members with the agenda for the meeting.

Members considered the Statement of Assurance and following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that the Statement of Assurance appended to these minutes be approved and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors.


32.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

	RESOLVED that the following Sub-Committee and Working Party membership be approved for the Municipal Year 2009/2010



Finance Sub Committee

  Councillor A Goodwin [Mayor]

  Councillor Slemmings [Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

  Councillor Savage [Vice-Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

  Councillor Smith [Chairman Plans Committee]

  Councillor Stokell [Vice-Chairman Plans Committee]

  Councillor Deacon 

  Councillor Ninnmey
  Councillor Sennington 

Vacancy – to be filled at the next meeting of the Committee following the Town Council by-election.

  Cemetery and Allotments Sub-committee

  Councillor Slemmings [Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

  Councillor Bryant

  Councillor Ninnmey

  Councillor Sennington

  Councillor Stokell

  Councillor Webb

  Vacancy – to be filled at the next meeting of the Committee following the Town   
  Council by-election.
  Felixstowe in Flower Sub-committee

  Councillor Chambers

  Councillor Dangerfield

  Councillor Deacon

  Councillor A Goodwin

  Councillor Savage

  Councillor Webb

  Play/Leisure Facilities for Young People

  Councillor Ninnmey 

  Councillor Savage

  Councillor Sennington

  Community Services Group [Health Councillors]

  Councillor M Deacon
  Councillor A Goodwin

  Councillor M Ninnmey

  Councillor J Sennington


Town Council Boundary Committee Review Working Party


(One member per Ward – Ward substitutes may be appointed if necessary)


Councillor Dangerfield


Councillor J Goodwin


Councillor Slemmings


Councillor Stokell


Councillor Webb

33.
OCCASIONAL GRANTS
The Chairman reminded members that a sum of £2,250 was available from the 2009/2010 budget for occasional grants.  However, it was usual to consider all grants together at one meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee during each financial year.  In 2009/2010 this meeting would be in January, 2010.
Members considered applications from Felixstowe and Walton United FC and Suffolk Family Carers. Members discussed these applications and it was:

	RESOLVED:
1. To make a contribution to Felixstowe and Walton United FC of £250 from the Town Council’s promotion and enhancement budget. 

2. That no grant be given to Suffolk Family Carers for the 2009 Carers Week.  A letter should be sent to Suffolk Family Carers suggesting that a further application could be made to be considered at the January, 2010 Finance Sub-Committee.  Suffolk Family Carers should be asked to provide information about the service provided in Felixstowe.


 34.  SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

   a.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 24th March,2009
Councillor A Goodwin introduced the report of the Community Services Group of 24th March, 2009 which included items concerning transfer of head and neck cancer surgery, Suffolk LINk, Felixstowe Community Hospital, provision of defibrillators in Felixstowe and formal consultation on improving out of hours care.
Councillor A Goodwin drew attention to the information provided concerning Felixstowe Community Hospital.  She explained that although there was considerable information from NHS Suffolk, the information was not satisfactory because it was difficult to interpret.  A representative from NHS Suffolk would be giving a presentation to members prior to the Council meeting on 3rd June.

Members discussed the provision of defibrillators in Felixstowe.  It was suggested that it might be better to position a defibrillator at the Community Hospital.  It was also pointed out during discussion that a new generation of defibrillators was now available which were easy to use and did not require training.  The Clerk explained that a letter had been received from the Director of Public Health on this subject which would be considered at the next meeting of the Community Services Group which would be held shortly.

Members discussed the Felixstowe Community Hospital and expressed concern that it was not functioning in the way it should.  The Chairman emphasised that it was important to take advantage of the forthcoming meeting with the NHS Suffolk to explore these issues.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group of 24th March, 2009, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.


  b.
Report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 14th April, 2009.

The Chairman introduced the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 14th April, 2009 which included items concerning skateboard project, Parish Outdoor Playing Space Schedule and Strategy, provision of play equipment and green flag project for Allenby Park.
A member asked whether there were any plans for improvements to Coronation Park.  The Chairman explained that nothing yet was specifically proposed although the possibility of reusing redundant play equipment from Langer Park was being considered.  A member asked for further information concerning the Green Flag project at Allenby Park.  The Chairman explained that a representative from Suffolk Coastal Services would be attending the next meeting of the Working Party to provide further information.

Members referred to the construction of the Skateboard Park and complaints that the work was starting earlier than agreed.  The Chairman explained that the contractual hours were 8.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m., Monday – Friday and that the contractors would keep within these hours.  A member asked a question about the contract for the Skateboard Park.  It was pointed out that this was a matter for Suffolk Coastal District Council.  A member asked what amount was now left in the Outdoor Play Space Fund and the Chairman explained that this would be discussed at the next meeting of the Working Party.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Working Party Concerning Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People of 14th April, 2009., circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


c. Report of the Youth Forum of 6th May, 2009.
The Clerk introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 6th May, 2009 which included items concerning the Big Question, Felixstowe in Flower 2009, Level2 items, Orwell High School items, Colneis School items, Felixstowe Bored Kids and Langer Park.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Youth Forum of 6th May, 2009 circulated to all members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


35.  FIRE RISK POLICY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  

The Chairman explained that it was necessary for the Town Council to adopt a fire safety policy for the evacuation of young persons under 18 years of age from the Town Hall.  The policy stated:

“In the event of the Fire Alarm sounding Felixstowe Town Council staff shall check if there are any young persons on the premises.  Town Hall staff shall ensure that all young persons are escorted from the building either by the responsible adult with the young person or if they are unaccompanied, this will be carried out by Town Council staff”.

Members asked whether it would be necessary for people to enter their age when signing the register at the Town Hall.  The Clerk was asked to check this matter.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to adopt the evacuation of young persons under the age of 18 policy.


36.  FELIXSTOWE OPEN TOP BUS SERVICE

       Further to Minute Ref 449 of 18th March, 2009 members noted a letter from
       Ipswich Buses.  The letter confirmed that the Felixstowe Open Top Bus Service 
       2009 was now registered and would operate from 22nd July, 2009 for the summer

       holidays.  Ipswich Buses was currently in discussion with Suffolk County Council 
       about providing suitable turning facilities at Felixstowe Ferry.  With changes to the 

       regulations for free travel for senior citizens, the Open Top Service no longer 

       qualified for free travel and therefore senior citizens would have to pay a 

       concessionary fare of  £3 for a 24 hour ticket or £1 for a round trip.  As the 

       service had been registered for some time, it was not possible to alter the 

       operational details, so any links with the Felixstowe Coastal Path would

       have to be left until 2010.

       Members discussed the letter.  In discussion it was pointed out that the issue of 

       bus turning circle at Felixstowe Ferry had now been resolved by Suffolk County 

       Council.

37.  BUS SHELTERS IN FELIXSTOWE

Further to Minute Ref 454 of 18th March, 2009 members noted an email from the Parish Transport Liaison Officer concerning proposals for additional bus shelters and bus stops in Cliff Road.  The email discussed the various issues that had originally been raised by the member of the public including the possible provision of a shelter at Cliff Road, The Limes; the arrangements for the 09.00 hrs bus to pick up at Cliff Road, The Limes and also the possibility, suggested by the Town Council, of a shelter/stop near Clifflands car park.
Members discussed the information in the email and agreed that on the basis of the information provided, it would be best to continue with the current arrangements.  The Clerk was asked to send a copy of the email to the member of the public who had originally raised this issue.
38.  SUFFOLK OLYMPIC TORCH VISIT


Further to Minute Ref 460 of 18th March, 2009 the Chairman told members that the Clerk had researched the issues raised at the last meeting concerning security and cost.  She had received the following information from the Partnership Manager for the Olympic Development Authority of Suffolk:
Suffolk was at the stage of being pro-active and trying to set the agenda for the Olympic Torch Relay.  They were trying to establish where people in the County would like the Torch to go.  They would then provide a portfolio of information to the Torch Relay Organiser to encourage the Torch to come to Suffolk.  The route organiser had just been appointed.  There would not be an international leg in 2012, only a local leg.  There appeared to be two aspirations.

· That the torch would pass within a half hour an hour’s journey of all the population.

or
· That the torch would pass within an hour’s journey of all the population.

However, there were still no clear guidelines but the intention was that the Torch would travel so that as many people as possible would see it.

Security would be the responsibility of the Olympic Security Directorate.  Security was the top priority and the Directorate has a budget of £600m.  The likelihood was that there would be no local costs for security but the planning and preparation was not far enough advanced yet to be specific at County and community level.  Security would inevitably involve the Suffolk Constabulary.  There was precedent that when the Commonwealth Torch came to Suffolk and visited Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds there was no cost.

The final decision on the route would be down to the National Route Organiser.  In Felixstowe the Lawn Tennis Club was an official training camp venue.

Members also considered letters from the Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation and from the Cavendish Park Community Association.  The letter from the District Council for Sport and Recreation stated that its Executive Committee had passed the following resolution:
“The Executive Committee of Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation unanimously and wholeheartedly supports any application by Felixstowe Town Council for the Olympic Torch relay to pass through the town.  It totally believes that the opportunity to see the iconic flame would be very much welcomed by residents and visitors of all ages as a once in a lifetime experience”.
The letter from the Cavendish Park Community Association stated that its General Meeting had passed the following resolution.

“This General Meeting of Cavendish Park Community Association very warmly welcomes the possibility of the passage of the Olympic Torch through Felixstowe as this once in a lifetime experience would be an unforgettable spectacle for residents and tourists of all ages.  The Association calls upon Felixstowe Town Council to give its full support and to work towards a successful outcome which would benefit the whole community”.

Members discussed the Olympic Torch Relay.  On the basis of the information provided members agreed that they wholeheartedly supported any proposal that the Olympic Torch Relay should include Felixstowe.  This support was unanimous and without reservation.

Members discussed the resolution from the Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation.  Members considered that this was a very effective body and Felixstowe included a considerable proportion of 119 different types of sport recognised by Sport England.  Felixstowe also had the advantage of its seafront for water sports and was an important destination for sport.  It was also pointed out that two ex Olympians lived in Felixstowe and it was suggested that the Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation might wish to organise a local event to complement the National Torch Relay.  Following discussion it was:
	RESOLVED that Felixstowe Town Council wholeheartedly unanimously and without reservation would support and welcome the inclusion of Felixstowe in the 2012 Olympic Torch Relay.


The Clerk was asked to write to the Cavendish Park Community Association informing them of the views of the Town Council.  The Clerk was also asked to respond to the Felixstowe and District Council for Sport and Recreation fully supporting their resolution and also suggesting that they might wish to consider organising a local event to complement the Olympic Torch Relay.
39.  CARE FOR THE ELDERLY IN FELIXSTOWE


Members considered a resolution determined at the General Meeting of the Cavendish Park Community Association which stated:

“The Association has grave concerns about the provision of care services for the elderly in our community.  We would ask this council to adopt a more robust approach in its dealings with the agencies involved in the provision and procurement of these services.  And, we request that the council vigorously pursues improvements in care for our elderly community”.


The supporting letter from the Association explained that it was concerned that the British Red Cross was advertising for volunteers to visit people who were returning home from hospital, most of whom would be elderly, living alone, with no family to provide support for them.  The Association considered that this showed that the British Red Cross was concerned about a need which was not being filled by the NHS or local authorities.  NHS Suffolk had cut back on beds available for “step down” care, which, in turn had caused bed blocking in local hospitals, putting pressure on the hospitals to return vulnerable elderly people to their homes before adequate care had been put in place.  It also caused operations to be delayed, many for the elderly.  The Association was also concerned about the condition of sheltered accommodation in parts of the community.
Members agreed to refer this important issue to the Community Services Group.

40.  AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREA


Members noted an email from Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning Air Quality Management Area which stated:
“I wanted to let the Town Council know that an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) Order for the Dooley Inn Public House, Ferry Lane, Felixstowe will be made on 1st May 2009.  The Order is being made due to the fact that the annual mean concentration of nitrogen dioxide is above the Air Quality Standards at the current time, computer modelling undertaken also predicts that this exceedance will continue in the future.  This is only relevant to any persons who reside at the pub (and not staff or patrons) as it is exposure over the whole year that is relevant.  

Once the Order has been made Suffolk Coastal is required to produce a Further Assessment report within 12 months to report on additional monitoring data collected at the site and confirm the need for the AQMA.  The report will also provide additional information regarding the source(s) of emissions causing the objective to be exceeded.  An Action Plan must then be produced for the AQMA (within approximately 18 months of the Order being made) which must set out all options available to reduce nitrogen dioxide levels at the site.  The Action Plan will determine the most appropriate measures to be put in place and timescales for implementation”.

Members discussed this problem.  Concern was expressed about properties in the vicinity of the Dooley and it was agreed that members of the District Council should pursue any issues of concern with the District Council.
41.  BATH TAP KIOSK


Members considered an email from members of the public expressing concern about the reduction in seating facilities adjacent to the Bath Tap Kiosk.  In discussion it was explained that there had been changes to the seating arrangements to improve disability access for an adjacent chalet.  Permission had been given to site 8 chairs and 3 mini tables next to the wall adjoining the promenade and 2 chairs and a mini table on the triangle of concrete immediately adjoining the South East wall of the kiosk.

It was explained that this information had already been sent to the members of the public who had raised this issue and also to the operators of the concession.  They were all now content with the situation.
42.  FELIXSTOWE TOGETHER – DEBUG DESIGN

Members considered correspondence form Debug Design concerning a project to encourage people to shop locally in Felixstowe.  The shop local campaign would encourage residents of Felixstowe to shop locally in return for vouchers.  These vouchers could later be exchanged for show/cinema tickets at the Spa Pavilion and the Felixstowe Cinema.

Members discussed this scheme.  They agreed that support by the Chamber of Trade and Commerce was the key factor in this scheme.  The Clerk was asked to respond that any scheme which set out to promote Felixstowe would be supported by the Town Council and the Town Council would like to be kept informed about the progress of the project.

43.  CHANGES TO RECYCLING AND REFUSE COLLECTION SERVICES

Members noted information from Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning changes to recycling and refuse collection services which were to be rolled out in parts of Felixstowe in July.  Each household would be provided with:

· A blue-lidded bin for recyclable materials (paper, cardboard, cans, plastics)

· A grey-lidded bin.  This is for disposal of waste that is not recyclable on this scheme, and replaces the black refuse sacks previously used for waste collection.  Sacks of waste, or material placed next to the bin will no longer be collected

· Brown bins have been in use by householders, for some time, for collection of food and garden waste.  Food waste may be placed in the brown bin one week, and the grey-lidded bin the next week, elimination the need to keep it for more than one week.

Only the bins provided will be emptied, no other will be collected.
As at present, residents will receive a collection calendar indicating when the bins will be emptied.

· The grey-lidded bin will be emptied on the normal collection day on the weeks highlighted in grey on the collection calendar. 

· The blue-lidded bin and the brown bin will be emptied on the normal collection day on the weeks highlighted in blue on the collection calendar.

Members discussed the changes to the services.  These had been explained to members at a recent presentation to the Council.  A member referred to the recent demonstration at Morrisons where it had not been possible to locate the demonstration and the Clerk was asked to contact Suffolk Coastal District Council about this issue.

44.  CHANGES TO HEART ATTACK CARE AND PANCREATIC CANCER TREATMENT


 Members noted information forwarded by the Chair of Trimley St Martin Parish Council concerning changes to heart attack care for Felixstowe residents.  Members also noted information from the East of England Specialised Commissioning Group concerning the public consultation re pancreatic cancer.


Members expressed extreme concern about the change in heart attack treatment which would require heart attack victims in Felixstowe travelling long distances for treatment.  Members emphasised the great importance of this issue and the need for Felixstowe Town Council to press ahead with the upmost urgency in order that the needs of local residents could be taken into account.  A member told the Committee he had already written to the Secretary of State about this and would bring the response to the Council.  Local people were horrified as there had been no explanation or consultation.  Members expressed great concern that Ipswich Hospital had been passed over yet again as a centre for specialist treatment.

Members referred to the NICE guidelines which recommended 120 minutes to treatment which had now been extended to 165 minutes.  The time from Felixstowe to the hospitals providing the treatment meant that even in good traffic conditions the journey times together with the preliminary arrival of the ambulance and the admittance into hospital were at the very limit of the guidelines.  Effectively great swathes of East Anglia including Felixstowe had no accessible hospital services and the role of Ipswich Hospital was being diminished.  There were also serious issues about the support for family and friends.  Public journey times were ridiculously long.  It was essential that the Town Council should get recognition of the practical considerations concerning journey times.

Members referred to the original consultation from the Strategic Health Authority “Towards the Best Together”.  At the time the Town Council’s Community Service Group had expressed concern to the Strategic Health Authority and asked that Ipswich Hospital be considered for new services.  Members referred to the consultations that had been carried out concerning head and neck cancer treatments and pancreatic cancer treatments.  In the case of the pancreatic cancer consultation only one choice was being offered.

Members expressed concern that the Felixstowe area was being marginalised for medical services which were now being provided down to cost not up to quality.  The various authorities concerned did not appear to be able to differentiate between the various needs of rural and urban areas.

Following further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write as a matter of urgency to Suffolk Health with a copy to the Strategic Health Authority expressing deep and immediate concerns about these issues.  The letter should refer to the lack of local hospital provision.  It should emphasise the marginalisation of Felixstowe and the lack of understanding of the different issues facing urban and rural areas.  It should refer to the issues concerning head and neck cancers, pancreatic cancer and heart attack treatments and the information and consultation shortcomings on these topics.  It should emphasise particularly the vital points concerning journey times both for patients and carers.  In the context of consultation it should emphasise that embargo arrangements at the County Council in place during the pre election period should not have prevented proper consultation.
45.  SUFFOLK ACRE GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

Members considered an email from the Suffolk Acre Good Neighbour Scheme Co-ordinator suggesting the possibility of developing a Good Neighbour Scheme in Felixstowe.  
Members considered the email.  It was emphasised that it was important to involve already existing organisations in Felixstowe such as FACTS, FOPWA, the Friendly Visiting Service and the Volunteer Centre.  Members expressed concern that many local people did not know about the already existing schemes and services and it was agreed that it would be helpful to publicise these through the Town Council Newsletter and in any other possible ways.
46.  TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – COBBOLD ROAD


Members noted a letter from the Head of Legal Service, Suffolk County Council notifying the Town Council that the temporary closure order concerning Cobbold Road had been extended and would now operate between 26th May, 2009 – 7th June, 2009.

47.  SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT
       Members considered correspondence from Suffolk Coastal District Council describing the new Sustainable Communities Act 2007.  It was agreed that members required further information to understand the operation of the Act and that a representative from Suffolk Coastal District Council should be invited to talk to the Council about the Act.
48.
ORWELL AND DEBEN HIGH SCHOOL – FOUNDATION TRUST STATUS

Following their declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillors Newman, Ninnmey and the Clerk left the room during discussion of this item.

Members discussed correspondence from the Orwell and Deben High Schools concerning the consultation with the community about each school acquiring foundation status.


Members discussed the correspondence and agreed that it was important to express the support of the Town Council for this initiative which was a vital opportunity for Felixstowe.  However, members reported that there were considerable local concerns about the site of the future school and in particular access.  Local people were concerned that there had not been sufficient consultation.  However, in discussion, it was pointed out that there had been extensive consultation but that the meetings had not been well attended.


The Clerk was therefore asked to write to the schools welcoming and supporting the proposals but emphasising the need to keep local people fully informed about the project and that the press should be encouraged to provide as much information as possible.
49.
GUIDELINES FOR SPEED MANAGEMENT IN SUFFOLK

Members noted information from Suffolk County Council concerning guidelines for speed management in Suffolk.
50.
POLICE REPRESENTATION IN FELIXSTOWE

Members considered a letter from a member of the public about the growing concern of an increasing number of residents at rumours of planned reductions in the status and strength of police representation in Felixstowe.  The letter asked whether the Town Council could establish the facts on this issue and undertake such protest as might seem appropriate on behalf of Felixstowe.


Members noted and considered this letter and the Clerk was asked to establish the facts concerning this matter.
CHAIRMAN
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