Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 13th July, 2011

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 13th July, 2011
Present:
Councillors Savage (Vice Chairman), Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Morris, Newman, Sennington, Sharman and Walker.
116.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Barber, Slemmings, Webb and Williams and noted on behalf of Councillor Smith.
117.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Morris, Savage, Sennington and Sharman declared a personal interest in items 118, 119, 121(a), 121(b) and 121(c) as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in items 118, 119, 121(a), 121(b), 121(c) and 122 as a member of Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Newman declared a personal interest in item 121(b) as a member of the panel judging competition entries.

Councillor Sharman declared a personal interest in item 121(a) as a Governor at Orwell High School and a member of the Scout Association.

Councillor Sharman declared a personal interest in item 121(b) as a member of Orwell Housing Association and Suffolk LINk.
Councillor Deacon declared a personal interest in item 121(b) as a trustee of Level2.

Councillor Morris declared a personal interest in item 121(b) as a Governor at Deben High School.

Councillor Walker declared a personal interest in item 121(b) as a Governor at Colneis School.

118.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th May, 2011, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

119.   ACCOUNTS
Councillor Sharman asked whether it may be possible to add the new Felixstowe strapline “Great Days by the Sea” to the outgoing Town Council post by means of an alteration to the franking machine.  It was agreed that this was an excellent suggestion dependent upon cost and the Clerk was requested to find this out.  Should there be no cost, the Clerk was requested to implement this.  Should there be a cost attached, a view would need to be taken.

Councillor Sharman queried the amount in the accounts attributable to the photocopier, and whether or not this represented value for money.  The Clerk clarified that the equipment was a multifunctional device which was a scanner and a fax as well as a photocopier with now double sided capacity following the expiry of the lease of the previous equipment.


	RESOLVED that the accounts from 11th May, 2011 – 29th June, 2011 amounting to £98,588.82 presented to this Committee be approved.


120.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD APRIL – JUNE 2011

Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period April - June 2011.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Susan Faversham and Rosemary Brown for their work.

 121. 
 SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Report of the Youth Forum of 22nd June, 2011.

Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 22nd June, 2011 which included items concerning Orwell High School anti smoking film, competition to design a town sign, Kingsfleet School items, Deben High School items, Level2 items, Langer School items, Colneis School items, Year 6 pupils, Orwell High School items, rescheduled litterpick, cultural Olympics in Felixstowe, vandalism at Skateboard Park and around Felixstowe and dates of next meetings.
Councillor Morris queried whether there could be a link between the reduction in detached youth worker resource due to withdrawal of Suffolk County Council funding, and the increase in intimidation experienced by genuine skatepark users.  Councillor Newman confirmed that such withdrawal of funding had taken place some time ago and some considerable time before the recent incidents of vandalism at the skateboard park.  Councillor Newman reported that Suffolk County Council were supporting Level2 in its presence at the Community Education Centre two nights a week.  Councillor Savage reported on her recent attendance at the Skateboard Park to meet with the Police and genuine skateboard park users who were concerned at the adverse reputation being attributed both to the park and to its genuine users.  The experience of users seemed to vary dependent upon the time of day and those present at the time.  It was agreed this should continue to be monitored.
Councillor Sharman asked whether membership of the current Youth Forum, which was longstanding and well regarded, could be extended to include other local groups of young people.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to local Cadet Force units to extend an invitation.  Councillor Sennington requested the support of Town Councillors not already members of the Youth Forum should there be a request for substitution and Councillor Sharman offered to act as substitute should circumstances permit at the time.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Youth Forum of 22nd June, 2011, circulated to all members and recorded in the Youth Forum Minute Book be approved.


   b.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 27th June, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group of 27th June, 2011 which included items concerning the election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, sheltered and very sheltered accommodation in Felixstowe – Flagship Housing, Suffolk County Council Health Scrutiny Committee and letter from a member of the public regarding transport to hospital. 
It was confirmed that a representative from Flagship Housing Association had confirmed attendance to give a Pre-Council Briefing session to Councillors on Wednesday, 5th October on assistive technology to promote longer independent living in the home.
It was noted that the next meeting of the newly resurrected Suffolk County Council Health Scrutiny Committee was due to meet on 20th July and the Vice Chairman agreed to attend, diary permitting.
The Committee had discussed at some length the plight of a Felixstowe resident who had incurred disproportionate travel and accommodation costs to attend medical appointments in Norwich and it was agreed this was a great cause for concern.  The principle should be one to be monitored locally with health services continuing to be under review.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group of 27th June, 2011, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.


c.
Report of the meeting of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 27th June, 2011
Councillor Jan Garfield introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 27th June, 2011 which included items concerning election of Chairman, election of Vice Chairman, meeting with representatives of the Felixstowe Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners, review of Allotment rates for year 2012/2013 and update on matters relating to Felixstowe Cemetery.
The Committee discussed the issue raised by members of the Allotment Society regarding access from the highway to the Cowpasture site.  It was agreed that the turning was awkward from the roundabout and some vehicles tended towards excessive speed at that spot.  Councillor Newman reported that the 30mph sign at that location signified entrance to the 30mph applicable in most to the town.  Advice had been sought from the Traffic Management team, and it was agreed that the quote for readjustment works should be forwarded to the Clerk and the matter added to the agenda for the next Highways Advisory Committee for an update.

	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 27th June, 2011, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


122.  
REQUEST FOR H MARKING AT COBBOLD ROAD, FELIXSTOWE
Following consideration of a request to Suffolk County Council Highways from a resident at Cobbold Road for the addition of an H marking to alleviate parking difficulties, it was agreed that the Committee supported the request for such an H marking at this place, and Suffolk County Council should be advised accordingly.
CHAIRMAN
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