Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 18th May, 2011

FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Held on Wednesday, 18th May, 2011
Present:
Councillors Slemmings (Chairman), Barber, Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Newman, Savage, Sennington, Sharman, Smith, Walker and Webb.
33.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Morris and Williams.
34.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Sharman, Slemmings and Smith declared a personal interest in items 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 and 45 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.
Councillors Barber and Newman declared a personal interest in items 35, 36, 38, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 47 as members of Suffolk County Council.

35.
 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March, 2011, were confirmed as a               true record and the Chairman authorised to sign them.

36.     ACCOUNTS
Various items in the accounts were queried and clarified, with one item to be added to the agenda of the next meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee.
	RESOLVED that the accounts from 28th February, 2011 – 31st March, 2011 amounting to £53,332.95 and the accounts from 1st April, 2011 – 11th May, 2011 amounting to £98,588.82 presented to this Committee be approved.


37.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY – MARCH 2011

Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor for the period January - March 2011.  The report stated that he had carried out internal audit work on the Town Council’s accounting records and confirmed that the accounts and records were in his opinion adequate to comply with the Audit and Accounts Regulations 2006 and to produce the necessary end of year returns and accounts. He reported that the accounts had been kept in a proper manner and thanked Susan Faversham for her work.

38.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011
The Chairman presented the annual accounts of Felixstowe Town Council for the financial year 2010/2011.  Members considered the balance sheet, explanatory notes and income and expenditure accounts attached to these minutes together with the report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2010/2011.  Members wished particular thanks to be extended to Rosemary Brown who was providing sickness absence cover at present for Sue Faversham.  This was greatly appreciated.
Members discussed the Town Council’s accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2011.  Following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that it accept and approve the Annual Accounts of the Town Council for the financial year 2010/2011 appended to these minutes.




39.
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FOR THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011
The Chairman explained to members that it was necessary to complete the Statement of Assurance for the financial year 2010/2011.  A draft Statement of Assurance had been circulated to all members with the agenda for the meeting.

Members considered the Statement of Assurance and following discussion it was:

	RESOLVED to recommend to Felixstowe Town Council that the Statement of Assurance appended to these minutes be approved and that it be forwarded to the Town Council’s External Auditors.


40.
SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

Following clarification that election of Chairman and Vice Chairman were the first item on the agenda for each sub-committee and working party it was:
	RESOLVED that the following Sub-Committee and Working Party membership be approved for the Municipal Year 2011/2012.


   Finance Sub-committee

   Councillor D Savage [Mayor]

   Councillor C Slemmings [Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

   Councillor A Smith [Chairman Plans Committee]

   Councillor M Stokell [Vice-Chairman Plans Committee]

   Councillor N Barber

   Councillor M Deacon

   Councillor Jan Garfield

   Councillor J Sennington

   Councillor M Walker

   Cemetery and Allotments Sub-committee

   Councillor C Slemmings [Chairman Finance and General Purposes Committee]

   Councillor Jan Garfield

   Councillor M Morris

   Councillor J Sennington

   Councillor M Stokell

   Councillor M Walker

   Councillor C Webb

   Felixstowe in Flower Sub-committee

   Councillor N Barber

   Councillor M Deacon

   Councillor Jon Garfield

   Councillor D Savage

   Councillor C Webb

   Councillor K Williams

  Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People Working Party

  Councillor M Morris

  Councillor D Savage

  Councillor J Sennington

  Community Services Group [including health matters]

  Councillor N Barber

  Councillor M Deacon

  Councillor Jan Garfield

  Councillor G Newman

  Councillor M Sharman
It was agreed that the previously constituted Boundary Committee Review Working Party should be wound up.

 41.
RECYCLING CREDITS
Members noted a letter from Suffolk Coastal Services informing Felixstowe Town Council that it had received payments of £358.40 which was Felixstowe’s Community Group recycling grant for the period January – March 2011.  During this period a total of 123.504 tonnes were collected for recycling.

 42. 
 SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING PARTY REPORTS

  a.
Report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 28th March, 2011.

The Chairman introduced the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 28th March, 2011 which included items concerning memorial options following visit to Felixstowe Cemetery from Ipswich Borough Council Cemetery Manager and Supervisor, memorial wall, cemetery unlocking and locking arrangements, feedback on Felixstowe Cemetery and thanks to Councillor Bryant.  Councillor Sharman expressed the view that the recent repair work on Langley Avenue’s surface represented good value for money. 
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Cemetery and Allotments Sub-Committee of 28th March, 2011, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee Minute Book be approved.


   b.
Report of the meeting of the Community Services Group of 13th April, 2011
The Chairman introduced the report of the Community Services Group of 13th April, 2011 which included items concerning the report on visit by Suffolk Coastal District Council scrutiny members to Felixstowe and Aldeburgh Community Hospitals, meeting with Ipswich hospital representatives, changes to provision of health services, Central Surgery relocation, Bartlet Exhibition and future meetings.  Members were concerned to note that the PCT were unable to provide information regarding the postcodes of inpatients to Felixstowe Community Hospital.  Members discussed feedback relating to the recently held Bartlet Exhibition.  Members were reminded that the Exhibition related to the planning aspects of the Bartlet Hospital’s future rather than the principle of whether or not the site should be used for healthcare provision purposes.  The situation at the present time offered the possibility of a missed opportunity as to the future use of this landmark site within the town.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Community Services Group of 13th April, 2011, circulated to all members and recorded in the Working Party and Sub-Committee  Minute Book be approved.


  c.
Report of the meeting of the Youth Forum of 11th May, 2011
Councillor Savage introduced the report of the Youth Forum of 11th May, 2011 which included items concerning competition to design a town sign, annual Youth Forum Litterpick in Felixstowe, Orwell High School items, Causton Junior School items, Level2 items, Boost Bus, Suffolk Coastal District Council items, Langer School items, Colneis School items and volunteer for youth representative on Libraries Advisory Committee.  Members discussed the concerns raised by members of the Youth Forum relating to the Skateboard Park and the activity understood to be taking place there, including underage drinking.  Councillor Savage reported that she had notified the police following the Youth Forum meeting, and had received assurances that regular police visits were taking place.  Councillor Walker suggested that the area could be designated as an alcohol free zone under current licensing regulations which may assist the situation.  Members agreed however that the success of such zoning was dependent upon appropriate enforcement.
	It was RESOLVED that the report of the Youth Forum of 11th May, 2011, circulated to all members and recorded in the Schools Minute Book be approved.


43.  
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO FELIXSTOWE TOWN COUNCIL’S REQUEST FOR A 30MPH SPEED RESTRICTION ON GULPHER ROAD

Councillor Deacon referred to recent confirmation received from Suffolk County Council that the Town Council’s request for a 30mph speed restriction to be placed on Gulpher Road had not been supported by the Speed Limit Assessment Panel.  Councillor Deacon expressed great disappointment at this outcome and this view was supported by Members.  There seemed to be a connection between the density of growth in the grass verges and the level of speed of those vehicles using the road.  Councillor Slemmings suggested consideration could be given to the use of non-statutory signage, and it was agreed that this possibility could be explored via the next meeting of the Highways Advisory Committee, if not before.  Councillor Newman expressed a view that a matter such as this offered a tangible link to the localism agenda, and with the agreement of local residents and businesses some action should be possible.
44.  
FELIXSTOWE OPEN TOP TOUR –SUMMER 2011

Members noted correspondence from the Managing Director, Ipswich Buses Ltd concerning the Felixstowe Open Top Tour – summer 2011.

45.  
ANNUAL GRANTS 2011/12
The Clerk reported that the Town Council had made a series of annual grants which this year had followed a similar pattern to last year.  When the grants were sent out promptly at the start of each financial year, the Town Council requested acknowledgement of the relevant cheques.  The Clerk wished to pass on the grateful thanks expressed by the grant recipients to the Town Council both for these grants and for the support of the Town Council which was much appreciated by local groups and organisations.
46.  
CHANGES TO SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL STREET LIGHTS
Members considered correspondence received from the Intelligent Transport Systems and Street Lighting Team, Suffolk County Council outlining proposed changes to the street lighting times of illumination.  Members discussed aspects of the frequently asked questions briefing note expressing some concern at an assertion that a reduction in street lighting would lead to a reduction in crime and traffic accidents.  Members acknowledged that street lighting locally appeared to have a fairly complicated scheme of ownership and responsibility as between Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council.  Councillor Walker expressed the view that some areas were in greater need of illumination than others, particularly linked to evenings and weekends, and the importance of pedestrian safety as well as the safety of motorists.  Following discussion, the principle of the flexibility of being able to make local arrangements was broadly supported and Members were encouraged to attend a further meeting on the subject in June.
47.  
TRUSTED TRADER SCHEME

Members noted correspondence from Public Protection Directorate Trading Standards, Suffolk County Council concerning the Trusted Trader Scheme – Accreditation of Services.
48.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN GUIDE



Members were circulated with a copy of the new Felixstowe Town Guide produced by the Felixstowe Chamber of Trade supported by County Councillor funding.  Members agreed the guide was an attractive publication and welcomed the opportunity to promote the town to a wider audience, including at the forthcoming Suffolk Show.
CHAIRMAN
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