The Mayor’s Annual Report 2008/2009

The Town Council has played an important role during my year as Mayor in the improvement and regeneration of our town.  Following the purchase of the Town Hall by the town Council from Suffolk Coastal District Council in October, 2007 the Town Hall project has been completed.  Work began in January 2008 to refurbish the building and to make it DDA compliant.  The restoration of the building was completed in time for the official opening on 28th November.  During the building works it was business as usual.  The Town Council staff continued to work in the building in order to provide continuity of service to the public.  All the Town Council staff give outstanding service to the Council and community and I would like to thank them for this.  We used our other buildings at Broadway House and Walton Community Hall for meetings of the Council, a wide variety of partnership meetings and social functions.  The Town Hall is now fully accessible to all members of our community.  It is already providing much needed meeting and exhibition space for Felixstowe and we have made our application for a marriage license.  The building is already generating an income which we hope to increase in the future.  The Town Hall will become the home of the new Felixstowe Regeneration Team which is being set up under the auspices of Felixstowe Futures.  This will enable the new team to work closely with the Town Council.
In 2008 the Felixstowe Community CCTV system was launched.  This has been a success for community co-operation with a major partnership between the Town Council, the police, Suffolk Coastal District Council, the Chamber of Trade and individual dedicated members of the community.  The system is now up and running and has had some notable successes in detecting crime.

The Town Council works in partnership with many organisations within Felixstowe and with other local authorities.  Some of these partnership arrangements include the Highways Advisory Committee and the Library Advisory Committee with Suffolk County Council and Felixstowe Futures which includes representatives from other local authorities and from the Chamber of Trade and the Haven Gateway Partnership.  The Landguard Partnership was launched this year and now includes elected members on the Partnership Board which has been an objective of the Town Council for many years.  The Partnership now has a substantial budget for the management of the Landguard area as a result of the Section 106 agreement with the Port of Felixstowe as part of the Felixstowe South Reconfiguration.

The Town Council takes a central role in the lively local debates on planning issues.  The Town Council has commented in great detail on the Local Development Framework and its development control policies.  All Felixstowe planning applications are considered by the Town Council’s Plans Committee which ensures that local issues are taken into account in its recommendations to Suffolk Coastal District Council.

In 2008 Felixstowe was successful in Anglia in Bloom and Britain in Bloom and won a prestigious silver medal in the Britain in Bloom competition, where Felixstowe represented the Anglia region in the resort category.  The Town Council helped start the newly established Friends of the Seafront Gardens.  Suffolk Coastal District Council has made a bid to the Lottery for the regeneration of the Spa Gardens and the Friends are a vital part of this Lottery bid.  The partnership between the Town Council and the Felixstowe Allotment Association continues to be successful with improvements to the allotment sites which could not have been achieved without this co-operative effort.  This has included improved security for several of the sites and the renumbering of the allotment site at Cowpasture which will greatly assist its management.  The interest in allotment gardening continues and the Town Council now has waiting lists for all its sites.  The extension to Felixstowe Cemetery continues to provide the opportunity for Felixstowe residents to be buried within their own community and the year on year income form the Cemetery continues to increase.  
A major event of 2008 was the celebration in Felixstowe of the 50th anniversary of the granting of the Freedom of Entry to the town to the Royal Air Force.  This was celebrated by a major parade by RAF Honington held on a beautiful evening on 26th September.  The seafront was packed and the natural amphitheatre of the Town Hall gardens was a sea of people.  The Town Council organised this event and the success was a tribute to the Town Council team who were working at the time in difficult conditions at the Town Hall.  

The Town Council provides facilities and activities for people of all ages.  Broadway House provides a six days a week drop in centre for older people managed by the outstanding volunteers of the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association.  The Felixstowe Youth Forum which is provided by the Town Council goes from strength to strength.  An e-mail received by the Town Council recently from someone who had attended a Forum meeting stated “I think the Youth Forum is excellent and is training the future Councillors and other public spirited people.  I was impressed”.  The Town Council is also involved in the provision of leisure and play space for young people and is making a substantial financial contribution to the new skateboard park which is about to be constructed.

2009 is the 35th anniversary of Felixstowe’s twinning with Wesel and the 15th anniversary of the partnership with Salzwedel.  Celebrations were held in April and a permanent reminder of these anniversaries are the splendid new “Welcome to Felixstowe” signs which include the crests of all three towns.  The Felixstowe Wesel Association and the Salzwedel Partnership Association are both thriving and encourage these important international links for Felixstowe.

This year I was delighted to present five Mayor’s Awards.  The awards were presented to Bryan Frost, Lis Goddard, Sheila Richardson, John White and posthumously to Janet Bloomfield, a guider in the town who sadly died suddenly aged 54.  As always the choice of recipients was made difficult by the number of nominations of so many people who contribute to our community.  The HMS Ganges Youth Trophy was presented jointly to Jonathan Harvey and the B.Tech Drama Group at Deben High School.  The trophy recognises the important contribution made by young people to Felixstowe. 
Anne, my wife and I were thrilled that we raised a total of £5,402 for our charities, divided equally between Level 2 and Homestart Suffolk Coastal, which benefit both young people and families. This amount was the result of the Mayor’s Ball, a Curry Night and donations received from very generous well wishes throughout the year.  

There has been sadness during my year as Mayor because of the deaths in 2008 of Ann Rodwell who lost her valiant fight against cancer and was a member of the Council and former Mayor, and Mike Goodman who was also a former Mayor.  Dick Osborne, former Technical Adviser to the Town Council, died in 2009.  There have been a number of other sad losses to our community and I would like to mention in particular Tom Roden, a fine young man, who received the Ganges Youth Trophy last year.  
As a result of Ann Rodwell’s sad death a keenly contested by-election with four candidates was held in February and Graham Newman was elected to the Town Council.  Henry Gorski has recently resigned from the Council and there is a by-election for his Town Council seat on 4th June.

The review of local government structures in Suffolk by the Boundary Committee is still ongoing.  The Town Council has commented at each stage of the review and has serious concerns about the proposals by the Committee.  The recommendations by the Committee are expected to be announced in July when they will then be considered by the Secretary of State.  The Town Council will continue to be fully involved in the process.
I have carried out a huge diversity of engagements ranging from visiting all but one of the schools in Felixstowe, to helping to celebrate the 100th and103rd birthdays of two of our residents;  from presiding over the Sunset Ceremony celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Royal Air Force Regiment’s Freedom of the town, to switching on the Christmas lights;  from representing the town at international events in our partnership towns in Germany, Wesel and Salzwedel, to taking part in civic events in neighbouring towns;  from attending AGM’s of the various charities here in Felixstowe and the surrounding area to opening numerous fairs and fetes.  And much much more.  Each one of these engagements was important in its own way.  Visiting the many residential and nursing homes at Christmas was a delight – the residents were so pleased to see us - it was a truly humbling experience.  We had many interesting conversations with them. The schools visits we made were amazing.  The talent of our young people has to be seen to be believed.   The Lions and Rotary Clubs of Felixstowe work tirelessly for local good causes as do so many other organisations within the town. We have had a good relationship with the mayors of neighbouring towns – Ipswich, Aldeburgh, Woodbridge, Sudbury, Hadleigh, Stowmarket, Needham Market and Bury St Edmunds.   
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