MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17th MARCH 2010
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, Sennington and Webb.

496.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dangerfield, Ninnemy, Savage and Stokell.

497.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 498, 499, 500, 501, 502,503, 504 and 508 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/0638 as a friend of the applicant.

498.
MINUTES OF 24th FEBRUARY 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th February, 2010 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

499.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 25th FEBRUARY 2010
C10/0312 – Construction of new vehicular access at 112 Garrison Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/0499 – Erection of extension to existing single storey flat roofed addition and replacement of roof with pitched roof at 43 Roman Way, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/0500 – Erection of single storey side lean-to extension at 77 Looe Road, Felixstowe.


We can see no reason to refuse this application.  However, we have two concerns:

a. the neighbour at number 79 should be fully consulted about the proximity of windows to habitatable rooms.

b. The proposed roof line, specifically above the extension to the porch, has an unfortunate and awkward appearance on this attractive property.  We would ask that the possibility of a more attractive treatment be explored. 
500.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 4th MARCH 2010


C10/0497 – Erection of single storey front extension at 9 Hollybush Drive, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

C10/0555 – Erection of single storey extension to bungalow at 7 Goyfield Avenue, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval.

C10/0566 – Conversion of loft area above garage & insertion of velux roof lights.  Construction of new chimney at 10 Maybush Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to some concerns about the possibly inadequate height of the chimney and we would ask for this to be investigated by Building Control.

C10/0577 – Change of use of ground floor development (approved for 2 A1 retail shops) to A5 hot food take away (traditional fish and chip shop take away) with additional restaurant area to cater for approx. 70 covers, including installation of extract flue.  The ice cream shop will be re-opened at 73-75 Undercliff Road West, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

501.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 11th MARCH 2010

C10/0638 – Insertion of replacement window (resubmission) at 29a Albert Walk, Felixstowe.

Following of his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Smith left the room during consideration of this item. Councillor Webb took the Chair for this item.

Recommend approval subject to the leaded lights being retained.

C10/0639 – Erection of first floor front extension with side extension at ground level at 6 Buttermere Green, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval. 
Councillor A Goodwin left the meeting at this point.

C10/0195 – Change of use of building to three residential flats at 9 Church Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal for the following reasons:

a. the over intensive use of very small spaces in the property and hence, even accepting the need for small residential units, we believe that the accommodation does not provide appropriate living standards for modern conditions.

b. This application is contrary to Policy AP50.  We believe that despite the fact that the current occupants have outgrown this space, there is a need for small startup offices.  

C10/0544 – Application for replacement planning permission subject to a new time limit (to December 2018) in respect of planning permission for proposed works to dual approximately 7km of the Ipswich to Felixstowe branch line & to carry out improvements to the Ipswich yard & Westerfield level crossing at Felixstowe Branch Line and Westerfield Level Crossing.


This application has been deferred to the next meeting of the Committee.
502.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 15.01.10 to 19.02.10.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

503.
TOWN & PARISH PLANNING FORUM – INFORMING SESSION ON PLANNING PROCESSES & GUIDANCE

Members noted an invitation from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council inviting three representatives from Felixstowe Town Council to attend a forum concerning planning processes.  It was agreed that Councillor Jon Garfield, Caroline Barrett and the Technical Adviser would attend the session on 15th April 2010.
504.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO CAR PARK MANAGEMENT IN SUFFOLK COASTAL

Members noted emails from Suffolk Coastal District Council thanking the Town Council for responding to the recent consultation on proposals for some changes to the management of car parks within the Suffolk Coastal District.   All responses have now been considered and it has been decided that Sunday charging will not be introduced in Saxmundham, Wickham Market or Leiston at this time.

The other proposals will now be progressed, with an implementation date of 19th April.  To summarise, the main charges are:

· An increase in tariffs in the following car parks: Arwela Road, Brackenbury Fort, Clifflands, Convalescent Hill, Golf Road, Pier Bight, Pier Front, Sea Road and Spa Pavilion (Felixstowe), Fort Green and Thorpe Road (Aldeburgh), Lime Kiln Quay and Theatre Street (Woodbridge), and Sizewell Beach (near Leiston).

· All year charging in the 5 Felixstowe seafront car parks that are currently not charged November – February.

· The addition of Sundays as a charged day in the car parks in Woodbridge and the 3 in Felixstowe that are not currently charged on Sundays.

· The Avenue in Woodbridge is brought into line by charging every day and from 8.00 until 18.00.

· Multi day parking (up to 5 days) at The Avenue, Woodbridge is allowed.

· The introduction of a new vehicle category “small motorhomes” allowing them to park in the majority of car parks.

· A weekend only long stay season ticket is available at an annual price of £50 valid on weekends and bank holidays.

Members expressed concern that charging would be introduced into the Felixstowe Town Centre car parks although it would not now be introduced in Saxmundham, Wickham Market and Leiston.  However, it was explained that it was not possible to introduce charging in Saxmundham because the main car park was controlled by Waitrose and there was little Sunday trading in Leiston and Wickham Market.  

Members also expressed concern about the introduction of Winter charging on the “tourist” car parks in Felixstowe because during the winter most users were local people.  However, it was explained that the original plans for charging had been ameliorated to include a cheaper short term option.   
505.
ESSEX AND SOUTH SUFFOLK SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN – PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Members noted that a public consultation would take place in Felixstowe on 25th March 2010 concerning the Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan.  It was explained that this effected the Orwell Estuary.

506.
BT TELEPHONE BOX AT ADASTRAL CLOSE, FELIXSTOWE
Members considered a letter from the Orwell Housing Association suggesting that the Town Council adopt the BT telephone box at Adastral Close and that the Adastral Close Residents Association would fund the refurbishment and maintenance of the box.  

Members were delighted to learn of the improvements at Adastral Close being carried out by the Residents Association and agreed that the Town Council would adopt the box. 
507.
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT – INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS INFORMATION SERVICE

Members considered information provided by the Local Association Information Services concerning the consultation document “Development Management: Proactive Planning from Pre-Application to Delivery”.  

During discussion it was emphasized that the document was part of a major change from Development Control to Development Management.  In discussing the document the Committee expressed concern that there was the potential for Town and Parish Councils to become marginalized in the Development Management process.  It was agreed that the Clerk would respond to the consultation supporting the views in the document  and emphasizing that any marginalisation of Town and Parish Councils from the consultation process would diminish the community and local input into the planning process.

508. C10/0161 – OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION FOR NEW HIGH SCHOOL LOCATED ON SITE CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL (SCALE, APPEARANCE, LAYOUT AND LANDSCAPING TO BE RESERVED FOR FUTURE DETAILED SUBMISSION). ACCESS DETAILS INCLUDED AS PART OF APPLICATION WITH NEW VEHICULAR, PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ACCESS PROPOSED FROM THE HIGH ROAD AT ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL

The Technical Adviser reported that further plans had been received concerning the highways and other aspects of the above application.  The Committee agreed that the Chairman, Clerk and Technical Adviser should continue to have delegated authority to deal with this application.   
