MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18th MAY 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb. 
14.
WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed Members to the first meeting of the Plans Committee of the newly constituted Council.  The Chairman acknowledged that many Members of this Plans Committee had also served as Members on the previously constituted Plans Committee, and this continuity would be beneficial to the smooth running of the Plans Committee in the future.  The new Member of the Plans Committee Councillor Williams, was welcomed in her absence. 
15.
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was noted on behalf of Councillor Williams.
16.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32 and 33 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Jan and Jon Garfield declared a personal interest in application no: C08/1656 as Members of the Felixstowe Society who were objectors to this application.

17.
MINUTES OF 4th MAY 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th May, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was 
uthorized to sign them.

18.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 5th MAY 2011
C08/1656 – Erection of 5 dwellings and alterations to existing vehicular access at Garage site, Langer Road, Felixstowe.

Following extensive discussion, the Town Council recommends refusal of this application.  The Town Council very much regrets that the Town Council was not consulted on the significant changes to this application prior to it being presented the District Council South Committee.  However, the Town Council is grateful for the opportunity to comment at this late stage.  The Town Council has considered the matter very fully in that context.  The Town Council would refer to previous comments of the Town Council’s in June 2009 and the Town Council recognises that since then there have been some changes to the elevation and design of the proposed properties.  However, the Town Council does not consider these changes sufficient to obviate the Town Council’s core concern that the elevations have “an industrial rather than a residential aspect in close proximity to the rear of existing properties on Langer Road”.  The Town Council remains of the view that the proposal is therefore unacceptably detrimental to the residential amenity of those properties.

The Town Council retains the view that the properties themselves have low quality living space, particularly in the bedrooms and extremely limited amenity space.  There are additional questions regarding the lack of any proper entrance to the properties, with access apparently gained via a full size garage door.

The Town Council repeats previous comments regarding flood risk, namely “ The Town Council believes that it is fundamentally unacceptable that the narrow and rigid interpretation of PPS25 concerning the flood risk for this area of South Felixstowe have resulted in this unacceptable solution for the site.  The Town Council would ask that the District Council seek a solution avoiding the above shortcomings, via a more balanced evaluation of the flood risk aspect, allowing for a more conventional and acceptable built form.

The area has a very low risk of a very severe event in flood terms, which does not justify the effective total blight on the whole area.  The current application of policies regarding flood risk has resulted in an unacceptable and permanent blight to this area.  This is contrary to the regeneration objectives for Felixstowe as a whole, and in particular this area, which are being pursued through Felixstowe Futures and are in line with Government policy in regard to coastal towns.

The Town Council’s strongly held view is that residential development in this area should be acceptable provided that any new dwellings have a secure escape route to the first floor.”
The Town Council believes this view is reinforced by the evolution of thinking on these matters at both national and region levels.  

Despite the foregoing the Town Council remains deeply concerned that this site represents a significant blight on the area in its current form, and the Town Council would hope to see a better Planning Application expedited as soon as possible to correct that.  However, in the meantime, the site represents a significant loss of amenity as an untidy site, including security issues due to broken fencing. Irrespective of the outcome of this application, the Town Council would ask the District Council to progress the site urgently under Enforcement Powers as an untidy site.  

C11/0960 – Erection of a conservatory extension to the rear at 9 Glenfield Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.
C11/0916 – Erection of single storey pitch roofed side extension at 58 Ascot Drive, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal for the application as the Town Council thinks that the extension will be overbearing on the street scene, destroying the symmetrical appearance of the properties and is unnecessarily injurious to the light to the adjoining property.  As such, it does not comply with Guidelines under SPG16 in regard to desirability as regards recessive appearance.

19.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 12th MAY 2011
C11/0996 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 19 Rosemary Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

20.
APPLICATION NO: C11/0987
LOCATION: LAND AT CLICKETT HILL ROAD, TRIMLEY ST MARY
PROPOSAL:  PROPOSED OFFICE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING FOR MARITIME TRANSPORT LTD
The Technical Adviser explained that this application fell within the Parish of Trimley St Mary however the Town Council was consulted as this represents a major development abutting the Town Council boundary.

Following the discussion, the Town Council’s Plans Committee wished the following comments to be forwarded to the District Council:

“ The Town Council greatly welcomes this landmark development opportunity.  The Town Council strongly recommends approval.  The Town Council welcomes the vision shown both in architectural terms, and in the confidence shown in the future of business and employment in the town.  In particular the Town Council specifically welcomes welfare facilities for staff including HGV drivers which is very welcome and long awaited.”

21.

SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 01.04.11 to 21.04.11.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices. 

22.
S.198 (TPO) TREE WORK APPLICATION INITIAL CONSULTATION
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE (S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES)REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
LOCATION: 16 BUTTERMERE GREEN, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:

T1 Corsican Pine – Fell.

23.
ADOPT A BT KIOSK SCHEME

LOCATION: CORNER CARR ROAD, ADJACENT 65 ADASTRAL CLOSE, FELIXSTOWE


Member noted a letter from BT Payphones concerning their Adopt a BT Kiosk Scheme.
24.
THE FUTURE OF SUFFOLK’S COUNTRY PARKS AND RECREATION SITES 
The Clerk drew the Committee’s attention to a recent press release from Suffolk County Council providing an update of the proposal divestment of 19 Country Parks and Recreation sites across the County.  No other formal confirmation had been received by the Town Council.  The Press Release indicated that strong proposals had been received for 14 of the 19 sites, including the Bawdsey/Felixstowe Jetties.
25.
UNTIDY SITE 2008/5
The Technical Adviser reported that a complaint had been received from a member of the public regarding the above untidy site.  Following discussion, it was agreed that this should be referred to the District Council as an formal untidy site.

26.
UNTIDY SITE 2007/4 

The Clerk advised the Committee that no further response had been received from the District Council as regards this untidy site.  The Clerk was requested to add this to the Agenda for the Plans Committee of 15th June 2011. 

27.
SIGNAGE IN MONTAGUE ROAD
The Technical Adviser reported that concerns had been raised by a member of the public regarding the size and display of a new sign in Montague Road which falls within the Conservation Area.  Upon further research, the Technical Adviser reported that the signage fell within current regulations however further to the enquiry it was understood that a Planning Officer had agreed to a site visit in the near future. 

28.
CAFÉ NERO, 59 HAMILTON ROAD, FELIXSTOWE 
The Clerk reported that on passing the site recently, tables and chairs had been placed outside the Café in accordance with the previous considered Planning Application, however no protective barriers were in place.  The Clerk was requested to contact the District Council with this information.  The Town Council position was supportive of the principle of outdoor tables and chairs, however the conditions of the planning consent in relation to protective barriers should be respected.

29.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SCRUTINY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING SERVICE
The Clerk reported that one task from the previous constituted Plans Committee remained outstanding, namely to provide a summary of the lengthy discussion at a previous Plans Committee regarding the Town Council’s response to the District Council‘s ongoing scrutiny of its Planning Service.  The Clerk would circulate a draft in the near future.  The Clerk was requested to revise the draft to be circulated to include various issues which had emerged during this Plans Committee meeting.
30.
QUALITY OF PLACE AWARDS
The Technical Adviser reported that it appeared that there had been a discrepancy as to regards the deadline date for submission of applications for these Awards.  This had emerged in relation to a proposed application by Cotman House.  The Technical Adviser was requested to contact the Head of Planning direct to advise of the anomaly in the process.

31.
FLATS ON UNDERCLIFF ROAD WEST
Councillor Savage reported that, in conjunction with Councillor Sennington, she had been working with the Robert Scrimgeour, Senior Design and Conservation Officer as regards the disgraceful state of repair of the flats on Undercliff Road West.  The relevant parties had been advised that should this persist then a robust course of action would be pursued.
32.
NEW TOILET BLOCK IN CRESCENT ROAD CAR PARK

The Plans Committee discussed various items of feedback regarding the new toilet block in Crescent Road Cark Park relating to the structural integrity of seating for ladies, and the optimum resilience of door closers.
