MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Webb. 
448.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Goodwin and Stokell and noted on behalf of Ninnmey.
449.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 450, 451, 452, 453, 457 and 458 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Jan and Jon Garfield declared a prejudicial interest in C11/0084 as personal friends of the applicant.

450.
MINUTES OF 9th FEBRUARY 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

451. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 10th FEBRUARY 2011

C11/0206 – Change of use of public highway for placing of tables and chairs associated with existing A3 café use at 59 Hamilton Road including the erection of barriers at Fronting 59 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  We welcome this application for the placing of tables and chairs as entirely in keeping with the concept of the redevelopment of Hamilton Road as Shared Space.  However, we have signficiant concerns regarding the proposed canvas barriers with prominent advertising as these will be a substantial visual intrusion in conflict with the openness concept of overall street design and would set a precedent for prominent advertising in the street.  In that context, we suggest a rope barrier between removable posts as we do perceive the need for clear delineation of the area particularly adjacent to traffic.  We note in the Design and Access Statement the phrase “ external seating will not encroach on public areas, such as pavements.”  It is important to emphasise the entire area involved in this application is part of the public area and remains highway.  However, a core part of the Shared Space design concept was to maintain a substantially unobstructive area on the line of the traditional footway, primarily in consideration of partially sighted people, and in that context it is important that the area is kept clear in the manner described in the documentation.  
C11/0084 – Alterations to existing rear window aperture to a double door aperture, installation of new painted timber, double glazed, double door at 9 Collage Green, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval. We question the advice to the applicant that Planning Permission is needed for such a domestic matter.

C11/0250 – Erection of replacement front porch and formation of pitched roofs over proposed porch and existing garage at 18 Fleetwood Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C11/0281 – Erection of rear extension with roof terrace & loft conversion at 3 The Pines, Felixstowe.

We have no objection to a ground floor extension.  However, we believe the proposal of a roof terrace and the total visibility that would provide to a number of neighbouring gardens represents a completely unacceptable level of an intrusive loss of privacy.  Therefore we strongly recommend refusal for the application on that basis, in line with guidance in Policy DM23 (a).

C11/0282 – Erection of two storey extension to create annexe (existing garage to be demolished) (resubmission) at 184 High Road West, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C11/0249 – Erection of single storey side extension (renewal of expired planning permission C07/2236) at Hill House, Gulpher Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to Condition 3 of C07/2236 ‘ The development should not be used other than for purposes ancillary and incidental to the existing dwelling.’

452. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 17th FEBRUARY 2011


C/11/0288 – Erection of dutch barn at Laurel Farm, Marsh Lane, Felixstowe.


We have no objection to this application.
453.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 12.01.11 to 28.01.11.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices. 

454.
THE FUTURE OF SUFFOLK’S COUNTRY PARKS AND RECREATION SITES
Further to minute references 380, 403 and 446 the Technical Adviser updated the Committee on Suffolk County Council’s proposal, now decision, to withdraw funding from a number of country parks and recreation sites across Suffolk with effect 1st April 2011.  The Technical Adviser had attended a recent information session held by Suffolk County Council.  Two representatives from the Felixstowe Ferry Forum had also been present, and discussions were ongoing with Suffolk Coastal District Council.  A meeting was to be held on 10th March for all interested local parties and the Committee was pleased to note that the Technical Adviser was to represent the Town Council.  The Committee also wished further representations to be made to Suffolk County Council, Highways department regarding potential capital investment raised in previous correspondence.  In tandem the Town Council’s response to the current consultation on Suffolk County Council’s Draft Local Transport Plan 2011-2031 should also make representations regarding the importance and the continuance of the Felixstowe Ferry/Bawdsey Ferry Service.  The Committee considered the list of those organisations who had expressed an interest in the sites, and noted with some concern and incredulity that the deadline for the submission of bids to Suffolk County Council was 25th March.

455.
ERECTION OF FENCE REGARDING ACCESS BETWEEN GARRISON LANE AND PRINCES ROAD
The Committee noted correspondence from a member of public regarding the stopping up by the erection of a fence of an access way between Garrison Lane and Princes Road.  Following discussion it was agreed that this was a civil matter and not one within the control or influence of the Town Council.  The Town Council had received no formal notification of these events and the Clerk was requested to confirm this to the member of the public, and indeed any other queries raised with reference to this matter.

456.
REPORT FROM WORLD WILDLIFE FUND  AND RSA INSURANCE GROUP CONCERNING WATER MANAGEMENT WITHIN PLANNING


Members noted correspondence from Dr Therese Coffey MP regarding a report from the World Wildlife Fund and RSA Insurance Group concerning water management within planning.

457.
S.211 (TCA) TREE WORK INITIAL CONSULTATION


NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

LOCATION: 72 AND 74 BROOK LANE, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:

T1 Lime front of 74 Brook Lane – remove


T2 Lime front of 74 Brook Lane – remove


T3 Conifer rear of 72 Brook Lane – remove


T5 Group of Sycamore from rear of 72 Brook Lane.

458.
S.198 (TPO) TREE WORK APPLICATION INITIAL CONSULTATION
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

LOCATION: 9 THE PINES, FELIXSTOWE
Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:
Woodland W1 – T1 Pine in rear garden – fell
Members had no objection to this work. However it was felt that there was not enough detail to consider whether the relevant tree was part of the characteristic group of trees which gave rise to the name of the road.

459. DEBEN HIGH SCHOOL
The Clerk reported that Suffolk County Council were currently consulting on proposals to bring forward the amalgamation of Deben High and Orwell High Schools to the start of the next academic year.  The current intention was for the new academy to be situated on the Orwell High School site.  The Clerk confirmed that she had responded to the County Council reiterating the Town Council’s previous expression of interest in the playing field at Deben High School for potential future cemetery expansion.

460. FELIXSTOWE FIRE STATION
The Committee noted another current consultation by Suffolk County Council regarding the 2011-2014 Integrated Risk Management Plan, and how this would affect Felixstowe Fire Station.  The Committee recognised that the matter would be discussed by the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, however wished the specific issue of risk analysis for the A14 road including its strategic significance to the town, and the town’s dependence upon the single road, to be highlighted in any Town Council response to the consultation.  The Committee considered it to be imperative that Suffolk County Council take account of the unique dependence of Felixstowe in this regard when analysing risks to the town, its residents and visitors.   

