MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24th MARCH 2010
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Webb.

In attendance:  Councillor Newman

509.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey and Stokell.

510.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 511, 512, 513 and 516 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

The Technical Adviser declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/0734 as a near neighbour of the site.

511.
MINUTES OF 17th MARCH 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th March, 2010 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

512.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 18th MARCH 2010
C10/0717 – Erection of fence (existing fence to be removed) at 32 Kentford Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal for 1.8m fence as represented, however the Committee has great sympathy with the applicant regarding the apparent problem in maintaining the land.  The Committee is concerned regarding the lack of visibility for traffic turning into the head of the cul-de-sac, particularly as pedestrians are likely to walk in the road.  However, in order that the applicant may protect their land, the Committee is sympathetic to a modification to the proposed fence height from 1.8m to 1m. 

C10/0734 – Erection of first floor side extension and replacement of existing flat roof on garage with pitched roof at 15 Westmorland Road, Felixstowe.

Having introduced the item, the Technical Adviser left the room during consideration of this item.  

Recommend approval.
C10/0667 – Erection of two storey side and rear extensions, single storey front and rear extensions, erection of loggia to rear elevation, alterations to roof (including flat roof to pitch and insertion of dormer in rear elevation) at Brook End House, 78 Brook Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

The Committee welcomes the upgrade and sympathetic refurbishment of this prominent high quality family dwelling in the Conservation Area.  The Committee believes this application represents a major positive contribution to this prominent site in Felixstowe.   The Committee is pleased with the great care attached to fenestration of the property to ensure the period quality of the dwelling, being an exemplar of how to use UPVC fenestration. 
513.
APPLICATION NO: C10/0544 

PROPOSAL: APPLICATION FOR REPLACEMENT PLANNING PERMISSION SUBJECT A NEW TIME LIMT (TO DECEMBER 2018) IN RESPECT OF PLANNING PERMISSION FOR PROPOSED WORKS TO DUAL APPROXIMATELY 7KM OF THE IPSWICH TO FELIXSTOWE BRANCH LINE AND TO CARRY OUT IMPROVEMENTS TO THE IPSWICH YARD AND WESTERFIELD LEVEL CROSSING 
LOCATION: FELIXSTOWE BRANCH LINE AND WESTEFIELD LEVEL CROSSING
The Committee discussed this application at length.  The Committee noted the following factors to be of relevance; the impact of the recession on the Port of Felixstowe’s activity, the current levels of activity by road and rail, and the need for the proposed rail works to be carried out before Phase 2 of the Felixstowe South Regeneration programme. 

The Committee recommends in mitigation the erection of acoustic fencing on the north east side of the A14 in vicinity of Ferry Lane.
514.
GARRISON LANE/HIGH ROAD WEST – PROPOSED CYCLE FACILITIES
Further to minute reference 472 the Committee noted an email from Suffolk County Council which stated:

The times given for delays are the ‘worst case’ figures and would be less with the introduction of the MOVA management system.  With respect to the other issues raised a small additional sum of money has been secured for this scheme.  We will therefore seek to ensure that the final scheme addresses the concerns, where possible.  

The Clerk reported that this issue had been discussed at the Highways Advisory Committee earlier in the week.  It was still not clear what adjustments would be made to the scheme.  The views of the Town Council had been reported but it had been emphasized at the meeting that pedestrian safety was the priority.

Members discussed the proposed changes to the junction.  Members reiterated their deep concerns about the junction and the effect on waiting times for vehicles and also the air quality issues for the development site at the junction.  Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should respond to Suffolk CC stating that the Town Council did not accept either the basis of the scheme or its outcome.  Increased queues of vehicles would seek alternative routes which would disbenefit safety and amenity in other areas of the town.  In addition its should be emphasized that this would be a problem not just at peak times on week days but also during weekends.
515.
BT TELEPHONE BOX AT ADASTRAL CLOSE, FELIXSTOWE
Further to minute reference 506 members concerned an email from BT concerning the phone box at Adastral Close.  The email gave further information concerning the adoption process.  There were now two options:

Option 1: BT Payphones will continue to be responsible for the electrical supply and any payments to the electricity companies for that supply.  BT reserves the right to disconnect the electricity supply at some point in the future however, BT will contact the kiosk owner should this become necessary.

Option 2: The customer can choose to take over the responsibility for the electricity supply.  Customers choosing this option will have to apply for an MPAN number from their electricity company.  Please contact us should you wish to choose this option.

After discussion it was agreed that the Town Council would prefer Option 1.  

516. QUALITY OF PLACE AWARDS 2010
Members noted correspondence from Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning a new award scheme designed to recognize and credit the highest standards of design that contributed to the environment of the district.  Nominations were currently being sought in the following categories:


Building Conservation

Repair or restoration works to buildings of local historic interest undertaken with particular care for the quality of their conservation.

Design

New buildings or extensions which exhibit originality, contribute to local distinctiveness and incorporate sustainable features.

Landscape and Nature

Landscape or nature conservation projects, which contribute to local distinctiveness, and benefit the local environment, wildlife or habitat.

Members discussed the correspondence and it was agreed to consider this further at a future meeting of the Committee.  It was suggested that Felixstowe Town Hall and the China Shipping Offices might be a possible nominations.
