MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th AUGUST 2010
 Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage and  Stokell.
195.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Sennington and Webb and Caroline Barrett (Town Clerk)
196.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Savage and Smith declared a personal interest in items 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201 and 202 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Dangerfield declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/2002 as a near neighbour of the site.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/2049 as a near business neighbour of the site and application C10/2007 as the relative of the neighbour of the site.

197. MINUTES OF 11TH AUGUST, 2010  
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th August, 2010, previously circulated to members, were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorized to sign them.

198. SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 12TH AUGUST 2010  
C10/1613 – Insertion of external door for fire escape at Walton House, 218 High Street, Walton Felixstowe. 

Recommend approval.

C10/1929 – Installation of bank of Photovoltaic Cells (solar panels) at Harvest House, Cobbold Road, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval.

C10/2025 – Erection of two-storey side extension and pitched roof over existing flat roofed two-storey rear element at 129 Ferry Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to a modification that the extension be recessed slightly in line with Planning Guidance SPG16.

C10/2049 – Replacement of all windows to front and back of premises (resubmission) at 11 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

(Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this item)

The Town Council has no objection to the appropriate use of UPVC in the Conservation Area provided that it matches in style and is sympathetic to the characteristics of the building.  In this case, the fenestration is not deemed to be appropriate as it does not match the original glazing pattern of the windows in this property which is largely unaltered at the first floor level.  Furthermore the sight lines are unequal due to the use of one opening and one non-opening pane which creates a completely unbalanced appearance.  The Town Council therefore recommends refusal.

199.
SCHEDULE FOR WEEK ENDED 19TH AUGUST, 2010
C10/2097 – Extensions and alterations to existing building to create a total of five residential units and three shop/office units (existing workshop to be demolished) at 19 Manning Road, Felixstowe.
The Town Council recommends approval for this scheme in particular having considered two things 

(a) with regard to flood risk as escape route to the upper floors has been provided which we regard as the essential element for residential properties in this area 

and 

(b) so far as can be determined from the drawings provided, the fenestration is appropriate for the Conservation Area specifically as it appears that even sight lines are provided on all windows other than the shop windows/door glass.
C10/2098 – Change of use from class A1 (shop) to class A5 (hot food takeaway) and associated alterations including new shop front and installation of extract flue on rear elevation at 73 Undercliff Road West, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval.

C10/2046 – Demolition of car port at The Old Hall, 37 High Road East, Felixstowe.  
Recommend approval.

C10/2007 – Conversion of 2nd floor to separate flat with associated external alterations at 35 Leopold Road, Felixstowe.  

(Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this item)

Recommend approval subject to sympathetic materials being used for the new fenestration and other details.

C10/2002 – Erection of two single-storey dwellings in the grounds of 50 Princes Road, together with car parking at Wadgate House, 50 Princes Road, Felixstowe.

(Councillor Dangerfield left the room during consideration of this item)

The Town Council notes with regret that the schedule is incorrectly annotated as the site is in the Conservation Area.

We strongly recommend refusal of this application as we believe the combination of the new dwellings and extensive car parking constitutes significant overdevelopment of the already intensively used site which has been sub-divided for multiple occupancy.  This will detract significantly both from the amenity and appearance of this historically significant building and also of the Conservation Area in the wider aspect.

We reject the applicant’s assertion regarding “under used communal gardens” which appear to us to be an essential and well used element both to the site and in the relative wider Conservation Area.

We would refer specifically to recent changes to PPG3 in regard to the importance of such gardens in urban areas generally and in relation to excessive densities.

We would ask that, if not already consulted, the occupants of the existing seven (eight?) flats are individually consulted as immediate neighbours.

C10/2069 – Erection of extension and pitch roof over existing garage (to be converted to living accommodation) and erection of two-storey rear extension at 10 Kentford Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/2010 – Erection of single-storey side extension with pitched roof and bay window (existing extension to be demolished) at 31 Exeter Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

200. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 03.08.10 to 11.08.10.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

201. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL’S PLANNING SERVICES  
Members noted email correspondence from the Cabinet Business Manager of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

202.
REVIEW OF PROPERTIES ON THE REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS AT RISK  

Members noted a letter from the Assistant Design & Conservation Officer, Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning the Review of Properties on the Register of Historic Buildings at Risk.  Members resolved to submit buildings of concern to the Clerk in time for the next meeting of the Plans Committee.
