MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield and Webb. 

461.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Stokell and noted on behalf of Ninnmey.
462.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield and Smith declared a personal interest in items 463, 464, 465, 467, 468 and 469 as Members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in item 467 as Cabinet Member at Suffolk Coastal District Council with responsibility for Planning.

Councillor Jan Garfield declared a personal interest in item 467 as a Member of the Suffolk Coastal District Council Scrutiny Committee scrutinising the Planning Service.

463.
MINUTES OF 23rd FEBRUARY 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

464. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 24th FEBRUARY 2011

C11/0377 – Erection of detached double garage at June Cottage, 72 Brook Lane, Felixstowe.

The Town Council strongly recommends refusal for this application.  The Town Council had previous reservations about the density of development as submitted.  The Town Council regards the addition of a garage at the extreme rear of the site as wholly unacceptable because:

a. The likely disturbance of motor vehicle access adjacent to the near neighbour rear garden is likely lead to loss of amenity;

b. This is regarded as an overdevelopment of the site;

c. It is highly questionable whether this preserves or enhances the Conservation Area;

d. This would result in a significant bulk of development adjacent to the entire boundary with the dwelling and garden at number 70.  

Furthermore the Town Council notes that this garage concept was negotiated out at preapplication stage.  A representative from the Town Council has visited the site and noted work was already in progress on the footings for the garage.   The Town Council suggests an immediate visit to site by the Case Officer, with the possibility of a Stop Notice being issued.  

C10/2902 – Retention of brick wall to replace wooden fence at 10 Chelsworth Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

465. 
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 3rd MARCH 2011

C11/0431 – Erection of single storey side extension to create new bathroom at 13 Quintons Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C11/0408 – Installation of Solar PV panels to south facing roof of warehouse at 359 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

466.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL SCRUTINY OF THE MANAGEMENT OF DIVESTMENT OF COUNTRY PARKS 
The Committee considered correspondence received from Suffolk County Council’s Scrutiny Team Manager informing Felixstowe Town Council, as an organisation who had registered an interest in the future of Suffolk’s country parks and recreation sites (namely Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey Jetties), about the concurrent scrutiny of how Suffolk County Council is managing the divestment of country parks.  A Scrutiny Committee meeting was to be held on the 16th March, and comments were invited.  The Clerk was requested to respond appropriately on behalf of the Town Council.  

The Technical Adviser reported that she would be attending a meeting on the 10th March at which all interested parties would be represented, to explore a joint solution to safeguard the future of the jetties.  The Committee reiterated their support for the continuation of this dialogue, and confirmed that it was important that the Town Council continued to be involved, particularly as the Town Council offered annual financial support to the Felixstowe/Bawdsey Foot Ferry.
467.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SCRUTINY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING SERVICE
Following the scrutiny of Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Planning Service in November 2010, and the resulting report including thirteen recommendations for service improvement, the Committee considered the Town Council’s experience of the District Council Planning Service since then in order to share views of the service following implementation of the recommendations in the report.  A lengthy and wide ranging discussion took place on the service, including consideration of each recommendation.  It was agreed that, having liaised with the Technical Adviser, the Clerk would circulate a proposed response to those Councillors present at the discussion to ensure all relevant points were covered.  

468.
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999


LOCATION: 70 BROOK LANE, FELIXSTOWE.
Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:
T1
Conifer in front garden – fell.

T2
Conifer in front garden – fell.

469.
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE (S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999


LOCATION: ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, ORWELL ROAD, FELIXSTOWE.
Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:
T1-T8
Eight sycamore trees along western boundary of church – repollard.

