PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19th OCTOBER 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bird, Deacon, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage and Webb. 
218.
APOLOGIES  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Sennington, Stokell and Williams and the Town Clerk.
219.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Savage, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 220 to 223 inclusive as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Savage and Smith declared a personal interest in application C11/2171 as members of the Landguard Partnership.

220.
MINUTES OF 5th OCTOBER 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th October, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

221. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 7th OCTOBER 2011

C11/2235 – Erection of a Juilet Balcony with French doors to first floor (resubmission of C11/1567) at 64 Leopold Road, Felixstowe.

We note that this application was not advertised as being in the Conservation Area.

Recommend approval.
C11/2236 – Construction of new Post & Rail perimeter fence front Walton Avenue and installation of steel gates across entrances to existing car park at China Shipping House, Dooley Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C11/2171 – Provision of a temporary modular building and external terrace area, to provide an interim visitor centre (pending delivery of a permanent facility) comprising a restaurant (with internal and external covers), toilets and an information and display area, and the provision of additional car parking and staff parking at Part of Landguard Terminal, Felixstowe Port, and part of the existing viewing area car park and land to the East (new car parking area), Viewpoint Road, Felixstowe

The Committee warmly welcomes the proposal for the interim visitor centre and strongly recommends approval.
C07/0582 – Erection of three storey extension to provide three flats and construction of vehicular access at Pembroke House, 11 Brownlow Road, Felixstowe.

We note that this application was not advertised as being in the Conservation Area and are concerned that for the second time this is not made clear on the schedule.

We strongly recommend refusal for the following reasons:

(1) The Brownlow Road elevation is greatly out of character with the existing attractive Victorian building and hence wholly incompatible with National and Local policy which requires that developments “preserve or enhance the Conservation Area”.

(2) The proposed side and rear extension is wholly unacceptable on the western boundary in that it comprises the amenity of existing flats number 1 and 2 and furthermore the change to extend further down the garden is unacceptable in that it  compromises the residential amenity of properties to the rear on Cobbold Road and overshadowing the garden of 9 Brownlow Road in use as a childrens’ day nursery.

(3) The proposed roof terrace is a completely unacceptable intrusion to neighbouring properties and in respect of the overlooking of properties to the rear on Cobbold Road which would completely destroy the privacy of the gardens of those properties and is particularly unacceptable in the context of the neighbouring building in use as a nursery for young children.

We also believe that the number of car parking spaces provided is inadequate for the proposed number of flats.
C11/2226 – Replacement front fascia, replacement side fascia and projecting sign at 71 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

We note that this application was not advertised as being in the Conservation Area.

We also note with great concern that the refurbishment of the shop front has been completed (a) without planning permission and (b) in a manner completely different to the application recently submitted and nominally now under consideration.  Nor does it conform to the permission under C11/0740 dated May 2011.

We have not considered the proposal in the application but have considered the unpermitted work recently completed.  While this conforms with the many requirements of SPG14 we regret very much that the fascia materials are in vinyl and aluminium.  Nevertheless in the circumstances we recommend approval solely on the basis that enforcement action in this case may not be in the public interest.
222.
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 13th OCTOBER 2011
C11/2275 – Erection of single storey side extension at 30 Berners Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C11/2256 – Part garage conversion and erection of garage, dining and porch extensions (revised scheme from C11/1936) at 24 Links Avenue, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.
C11/2295 – Retention of 10m x 3m portakabin to be used as staff rest area & for storage purposes at Car Park, Garrison Lane, Felixstowe.

We recommend approval for retention of the new portakabin and on similar conditions to the portakabin existing on site.
223.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 23.09.11 to 27.09.11.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

224.
UNTIDY SITE 2011/1


This has now been resolved.
225.
FELIXSTOWE FERRY FORUM

Members noted the minutes of the Felixstowe Ferry Forum. 

