PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Webb and Williams. 

170.
APOLOGIES 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Stokell.

171.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 172, 173, 174, 175, 176 and 178 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield and Savage declared a prejudicial interest in application C11/2061 as close friends of a near neighbour. 

172.
MINUTES OF 7TH SEPTEMBER 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th September, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

173. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 2nd SEPTEMBER 2011

C11/1930 – Erection of a pair of semi detached dwellings at Land adjoining 61 Queens Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal.  While the Town Council accepts the principle of development on the site, the Town Council believes that resulting from the attempt to fit two semi detached dwellings onto the site, the quality has been compromised due to overdevelopment of the site area, inadequate depth at the front to accommodate parking which is essential in this crowded area, significant bulk to the rear of the existing property at 57 Queens Road to the south resulting in a massing effect and loss of daylight and very cramped internal design. 
174. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 9th SEPTEMBER 2011

C11/2061 – Erection of boundary wall (existing fence and hedge to be removed) at 62 Glenfield Avenue, Felixstowe.

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield and Savage left the room during discussion of this application.
Recommend approval.  
C11/2043 – Construction of new vehicular access at 45 High Road West, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to the paved area being permeable.

C11/2051 – Erection of single storey rear and two storey side extensions at 145 Colneis Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval in principle however the impact on the neighbouring bungalow could be reduced by the roof of the north east of the extension being hipped.  Also the Town Council has some concern regarding the impact of the kitchen extension on the amenity of the kitchen in the linked, currently identical, semi detached house at number 143. 
C11/2101 – Erection of single storey extension (existing conservatory to be demolished) at 31 Dellwood Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C11/2067 – Erection of single storey rear extension (existing garage/store to be demolished) at 14 Chaucer Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval wholly subject to it being possible to impose a Condition that existing approved permission C10/1435 is not implemented, otherwise recommend refusal.

175.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  
Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 15.08.11 to 06.09.11. Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

176.
PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPMENT AT WALTON GREEN
Members considered correspondence from Walton Green Partnership regarding proposals for development at Walton Green.  The letter explained that Walton Green Partnership comprised the Trimley Estate (owned by Trinity College Cambridge, owner of the site) and Tesco Stores plc, and that the Walton Green Partnership were currently considering ideas for development on land between Walton High Street and the A154 Candlet Green which was referred to as Walton Green.  A website had been launched on 13th September (www.waltongreen.co.uk) which contained information about emerging ideas, and encouraged people to give feedback.  The letter further advised that this was the start of an ongoing process of consultation about ideas for development at Walton Green, including specifically a wider public consultation in early November, followed by a second public event in the New Year.

Members identified that the letter appeared to be identical to correspondence received by other local organisations and individuals in the town, and indeed by the local press who had reported accordingly.  The Town Council had access to no further information on the proposals other than that which was in the public domain. 
The Chairman stated that the principle of development being proposed on that site had been known for some time and a former Plans Committee had responded to a “scoping request” some considerable period previously.  In terms of national policy, it was understood that applicants and developers were being increasingly encouraged to carry out themselves significant public consultation particularly at early stages in order to gain local views.  The Chairman encouraged all Members of the Plans Committee to look at the new website, particularly prior to the November public consultation.  The Chairman confirmed that the information on the website was not the subject of a formal planning application at this stage and may therefore be subject to changes as any initial proposals were more fully considered by the applicant and indeed consulted upon.

The Technical Adviser reported that in 2009 a “scoping request” had been considered by the then Plans Committee and comments on the request had then been made accordingly.  The Technical Adviser confirmed that in terms of the outline content of the proposals on the website, these seemed to have been changing since its launch.  Issues which at this stage seemed to be in some fluidity were proposals regarding the inclusion of allotments, a hotel, the size and terminology regarding the Tesco Store, the number of proposed houses and the precise extent of the relevant site.  Following discussion, it was the understanding of the Plans Committee that in broad terms, both sides of the road were likely to be relevant to any development, recognising the relevance of the access to the new Felixstowe Academy site.

A lengthy discussion took place on how best the Town Council could approach the next stages.  Points during discussion included the fact that following submission of any planning application, the Town Council would become a statutory consultee, however at that much later stage there may be less opportunity to offer a more constructive influence on relevant issues to be considered, and the likelihood that the proposals themselves would generate strongly held opinions, including those who would not wish to see any development there at all, recognising that this was not within the control of the Town Council.  Other points included the fact that individual Councillors are able to voice their views directly to the applicant, the Plans Committee’s role in responding to consultation on development applications on behalf of the Town Council, the need for the Plans Committee to maintain a neutral stance on the subject to minimise any risk of perception of predetermination, the need to balance all of the relevant issues involved in such a major application, the likely timescales involved in the process and the desirability that as elected representatives Councillors should rightly be well informed about matters of such significant importance to the community.

Following lengthy discussion, the Clerk was requested to contact Trinity College Cambridge’s representatives, Bidwells, with a view to exploring a briefing session for all Town Councillors in order for Town Councillors to be better informed about emerging proposals prior to the next anticipated stage of public consultation in November.  As all Plans Committee meetings were open to members of the public, it may be that some members of the public may wish to attend.  This principle should be maintained with the usual protocol of non-speaking attendance in place and subject to any health and safety considerations.  This was agreed to be a sensible approach at this early stage.    

177.
FELIXSTOWE AND BAWDSEY JETTIES

Members considered correspondence from Suffolk County Council which reiterated the County Council’s position that from 1st April 2012, the County Council would not be providing financial support for the jetties.  The County Council’s original intention to withdraw funding within the 2011/2012 financial year had been postponed to give time for alternative arrangements to be put in place.  Members discussed their understanding of progress towards those arrangements thus far and emphasised the Town Council’s view that the continuation of the Felixstowe/Bawdsey Ferry was critical in a number of ways, not least its importance as part of the tourist offer but also its situation on a national cycle route.  The Committee requested an update on the latest position mindful of the April 2012 deadline.


178. CORRESPONDENCE FROM A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC REGARDING SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSULTATION – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL AND APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT
Members noted correspondence from a member of the public regarding Suffolk Coastal District Council Consultation – Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment.
