PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Sennington, Stokell, Webb and Williams. 

226.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Deacon and Savage.
227.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Sennington, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 228 to 233 inclusive, 235 and 236 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Jan Garfield declared a personal interest on application C11/2285 as the Town Council representative on the Felixstowe Old People’s Welfare Association Committee.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest on application C11/2363 as the applicant was a close relative. 

228.
MINUTES OF 19th OCTOBER 2011
The Clerk explained that in her absence the minutes had not been attached to the Agenda as it was understood that an update regarding the proposed transfer of recreation sites from Suffolk County Council to Suffolk Coastal District Council had been circulated to which no material comments had been received.  The minutes had recently been circulated via email. The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

229.
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 21st OCTOBER 2011

C11/2334 – Erection of 1 x BT Broadband Cabinet at Footpath Adjacent Public Conveniences, Ranelagh Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  The Town Council suggests that the precise location of the cabinet is moved to the right closer to the existing BT Cabinet and that negotiation with Suffolk Coastal District Council takes place for a small parcel of land to facilitate this. Due to its position in the Conservation Area at an intersection with the footway at a busy corner, the cabinet should be painted in Felixstowe Town’s standardised blue colour, as other utilities have been willing to do as occasion arises.  The Plans Committee also notes that the applicant does not appear to recognise the proposed location is in the Conservation Area, a matter of some importance locally.   

C11/2285 – Installation of external metal security roller shutters to front of ‘The Hut’ at Community Centre, Bath Hill, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C11/2233 – Replacement of existing wood framed windows with UPVC windows with a wood grain finish at Harvest Court, Cobbold Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal as shown on the application.  The Town Council’s Plans Committee supports in principle the use of UPVC for maintenance reasons especially close to the sea, however as in many other cases in the Conservation Area, the appearance and hence the design of the windows is critical.  The Plans Committee does not support the use of a single casement opening the frame with consequent asymmetric “block” effect.  The Plans Committee would be minded to approve an arrangement where all the frames were of matching thickness.  For consistency the Town Council’s Plans Committee would very strongly request that all windows in the block be replaced with a uniform pattern to preserve the integrity of the façade and the harmony of the Conservation Area.
C11/2350 – Erection of rear and side extension with detached garage to front at 46 St Georges Road, Felixstowe.

The Plans Committee notes with concern that the schedule quotes the wrong address for this application.  Recommend approval, however noting that the front elevation for the utility room is not shown on the plan.

C11/2363 – Erection of two storey & single storey extension at 55 King Street, Felixstowe.

Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this application.
Recommend approval.

230.
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 28TH OCTOBER 2011 
C11/2394 – Change of use of Hamilton Gardens from highway and parking to public open space at Hamilton Gardens and part of Cambridge Road, Felixstowe.

The Plans Committee vehemently and strongly recommends refusal for this proposal for a wide variety of reasons including the following:

a. Hamilton Gardens is an important local traffic route for traffic crossing the Town Centre axis in Felixstowe.  Its importance has recently been significantly increased by the introduction of the Shared Space Scheme, an overt objective of which is to reduce through traffic in Hamilton Road, in which context the Hamilton Gardens route was a material consideration.  The proposal of stopping up this route is felt to be completely untenable.  Alternative routes for traffic may consist of Brownlow Road/Ranelagh Road, Montague Road/Ranelagh Road or direct along Cobbold Road as a means to travel East-West.  In different ways, all these would appear to be unsatisfactory due to being inadequate to cope with extra traffic flow for congestion and other reasons.  Additionally the pedestrian rights of way on this route are also extremely important.

b. Car parking in and around Felixstowe Town Centre is critical to its commercial success, another issue addressed consequent on the Shared Space Scheme.  In connection with that, Suffolk County Council is currently consulting on a proposal, far from reducing or eliminating parking in this area, to site a small number of additional spaces in Hamilton Gardens itself.  Loss of car parking here, most commonly used by Town Centre employees and separately by clients of the Spa Pavilion for evening performances, would be a serious concern to townspeople. 

c. The Plans Committee notes with some surprise that the proposal makes no suggestions as to how the cost of proposed conversion to a Public Open Space and the removal of the highway infrastructure would be funded, being clear that local authorities are not remotely in a position to contemplate such costs currently.  Neither is there any possibility of those costs being covered from the current Heritage Lottery Funding Project in the Spa Gardens.

d. Similarly ongoing maintenance of the additional space is unlikely to be feasible for either District Council or Town Council.

e. The Plans Committee notes that the Design and Access Statement refers to certain aspects of the David Locke Report, but the Plans Committee believes that those references do not suggest support for this proposal, and furthermore that the report, taken in wider context, cannot be seen as anything other than to reinforce the importance of Hamilton Gardens as a traffic road.
C11/2399 – Installation of roof mounted Solar PV array at Fire Station, High Road West, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

231.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 25.08.11 to 19.10.11. Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

232.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN FELIXSTOWE TO BE CONSIDERED BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH SUB COMMITTEE ON 10TH NOVEMBER  2011 

Members noted that the following planning applications would be considered at the meeting of the Development South Sub Committee on 10th November 2011:
Application No: C11/1798

Proposal: Erection of 6 no. holiday let (serviced) apartments (C1) with associated parking area.

Location: Part rear garden, Swallows Nest, 51 Orwell Road, Felixstowe.

Application No: C11/2171

Proposal: Provision of temporary modular building and external terrace area, to provide an interim visitor centre (pending delivery of a permanent facility) comprising a restaurant (with internal and external covers), toilets and an information and display area, and the provision of additional car parking and staff parking. 

Location: Part of Landguard Terminal, Felixstowe Port, and part of the existing viewing area car park and land to the east (new car parking area), Viewpoint Road, Felixstowe.

233.
POSSIBLE DIVESTMENT OF OPEN SPACES AND PLAY AREAS TO TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS FROM SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

The Clerk confirmed that this correspondence had also been included in her absence and advised that due to the proliferation of prejudicial interests for those Members of the Plans Committee who were Members both of Felixstowe Town Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council, this correspondence should be considered by the Town Members Committee, with the agreement of the latter’s Chairman.  Accordingly Members of the Plans Committee noted the correspondence.

The Chairman also referred to recent press coverage of the subject which erroneously referred to a discussion to take place on 23rd November.  The Clerk confirmed that this was the date of the next Finance & General Purpose meeting, however it was not intended that this be an Agenda item then for the reasons above. 

The Chairman also reported that discussions were ongoing at Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding the process by which the possible divestment was taking place. 

234.
PLANNING AND COMPULSORY PURCHASE ACT 2004/THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LOCAL DEVELOPMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2004, AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LOCAL DEVELOPMENT) (ENGLAND) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2008 AND 2009. REGULATIONS 27/28 OF THE ABOVE REGULATIONS 2004/8/9


CONSULTATION OF BABERGH’S CORE STRATEGY SUBMISSION DRAFT PART 1 OF THE NEW LOCAL PLAN (10TH OCTOBER – 2ND DECEMBER 2011)
Members noted correspondence from the Planning Policy Manager, Barbergh District Council.

235.
S.198 (TPO) TREE WORK APPLICATION

APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE (S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999

LOCATION: 9 MELFORD WAY, FELIXSTOWE.

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out:

T2 Turkey Oak – 20% crown reduction and reshaping. Lift low canopy to 4m.

236. S211 (TCA) TREE WORK NOTIFICATION

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999.
LOCATION: SAVILLE COURT, VICTORIA ROAD, FELIXSTOWE.

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out:

T1 Holm Oak – cut to stump level.

T7 Holm Oak – reduce crown by 35% and similar reductions to two others T8 and T9

T10 and T11 – Lift Limes to 5m

T12 – fell Apple

237.
TRANSPORT AND WORKS ACT 1992
THE TRANSPORT AND WORKS ACT (APPLICATIONS AND OBJECTIONS PROCEDURE)(ENGLAND AND WALES) RULES 2006


THE PROPOSED IPSWICH YARD IMPROVEMENT (LAND ACQUISITION) ORDER
The Technical Adviser reported that updated information had been received from The Felixstowe Dock and Railway Company regarding some changes to the land which was subject to the Land Acquisition Order.  In summary, these changes were in Westerfield, at Stratton Hall Drift on the Old Felixstowe Road and at Reeve Lodge, Trimley St Martin.  The Plans Committee noted these changes. 

