PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th OCTOBER 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Stokell, Webb and Williams. 

195.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 197 to 204 inclusive as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in item 202 as a family member was a neighbouring landowner.  Councillor Stokell sat with other members of the public during the item, without engaging in any discussion.  

196.
MINUTES OF 21st SEPTEMBER 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

197. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 23rd SEPTEMBER 2011

C11/2152 – Erection of side and rear extensions (re-submission) at 44 Colneis Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.

C11/1711 – Retention of single storey rear extension at 14 Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.
198. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 30th SEPTEMBER 2011

C11/2181 – Continued use of premises as Beauty Salon at 228 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C11/2191 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 84 Links Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C11/2201 – Siting of four static mobile caravans to provide contract workers/holiday accommodation at Dooley Inn, Ferry Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
199.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 09.09.11 to 23.09.11. Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

200. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED), SECTION 78 APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK ON PROTECTED TREES. 

SITE: 16 BUTTERMERE GREEN, FELIXSTOWE


Further to minute reference 143, Members noted correspondence from the Planning Inspectorate.
201.
S.211 (TCA) TREE WORK INITIAL CONSULTATION


NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008


LOCATION: SAVILLE COURT, VICTORIA ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:
T1

Holm Oak – cut to stump level.

T7
Holm Oak – reduce crown by 35% and similar reductions to two others T8 and T9.

T10 and T11   Limes - lift to 5m.

T12

Apple – fell. 


202.
BRIEFING SESSION BY WALTON GREEN PARTNERSHIP

The Chairman welcomed Anna Sabine of the Walton Green Partnership and Tim Collins of Bidwells to the meeting.  The Chairman confirmed for the benefit of the Plans Committee and members of the public in attendance that the purpose of the briefing sessions was to enable Town Councillors to be better informed about emerging proposals at this early stage.  No views of the Town Council would be expressed at this point and the appropriate time for the Plans Committee to express views would be upon receipt of a planning application to which the Town Council would respond to the District Council as statutory consultee.

Anna Sabine and Tim Collins gave a joint update on progress to date on the proposals for development at Walton Green.  Points covered included confirmation that current proposals comprised 200-250 houses, a Tesco store which equated to approximately 20% larger than the current Morrisons store and some provision for B1 use units.  Many specialist assessment studies were currently being undertaken and the results of these studies would inform the proposals.  Discussions with the Felixstowe Rifle Club were ongoing regarding a transfer to an alternative site elsewhere on the Trinity Estate and this would be subject to a separate planning application.  Feedback to the Walton Green Partnership via their website was increasing and it was intended to develop a Question and Answer section on the website as proposals progressed.  A public exhibition was planned for November at which initial plans would be shown, followed by a further public exhibition in the New Year at which final plans would be shown, these final plans reflecting community involvement.  No firm decisions had yet been made on the nature and extent of community facilities or the inclusion of a hotel or allotments.  It was confirmed that direct access onto Candlet Road would be included and a High Street junction.  The timing of the planning application would be dependent upon reports of specialist studies and the Walton Green Partnership were aiming for next Spring.  The application was likely to be a hybrid planning application of part outline for housing, and part detail for non-housing.  The development was intended to be sustainable without any set definition of the word.  The site was of good quality agricultural land at present.  The proportion of affordable homes was not known at this stage.  The public exhibition was intended to be resourced by a multi-disciplinary team of 8-10 to be held on a drop in basis over 2 days including out of hours to enable wider accessibility.  A large scale public meeting was not considered to be the most useful format for engagement.  The public exhibition would be widely publicised and a summary of the feedback would be prepared.

The Chairman thanked Anna Sabine and Tim Collins for their informative briefing session and an offer was made to come back to provide further update should the Walton Green Partnership be so requested.   

Councillor Stokell left the meeting at this point.
203.
COALITION GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION DRAFT OF NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (NPPF)
Further to minute reference 169, Members considered the Draft National Planning Policy Framework produced by the Department for Communities and Local Government, and a number of other supporting documents on the subject.

The Technical Adviser updated the Committee on information from a briefing on the Draft National Planning Policy Framework held recently at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  A lengthy discussion took place on the Draft National Planning Policy Framework and following discussion IT WAS AGREED that delegated authority be given to the Clerk, the Technical Adviser and the Chairman to agree a form of words to be submitted in response to the consultation, the principal points of which response should comprise; the definition of “sustainable development”, the protection of historic and heritage assets (referencing Felixstowe’s Conservation Area), the protection of countryside for its own sake, concerns around the transitional arrangements and interim stages, flooding, the use of brownfield sites and the balance between development paying for infrastructure and the viability of the development.

