PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2011
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bird, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Savage, Stokell, Webb and Williams. 

160.
APOLOGIES 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Sennington.

161.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bird, Jan Garfield, Savage, Smith and Williams declared a personal interest in items 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 168 and 169 inclusive as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Stokell declared a personal interest in C11/1979 as the applicant was a member of his extended family.

Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in item 169 as a member of the National Trust.

All members of the Committee declared a prejudicial interest in C11/1823 as the application site was adjacent to Felixstowe Cemetery.

162.
MINUTES OF 24TH AUGUST 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th August, 2011 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

163. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 26TH AUGUST 2011

C11/1936 – Erection of attached garage, dining room extension and porch at 24 Links Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal.  The Town Council believes that the placement of the proposed garage in the front of the building line very close to the boundary of this infill site is detrimental to the street scene, intrusive to the neighbour at number 22 and unsympathetic to the character of the area.  However, the Town Council is content with the principle of conversion of the existing garage for domestic use and the proposed dining room extension and porch.

C11/1937 – Replacement of seven windows and doors to apartment at Apartment 8, Martello Place, Golf Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to appearance on the drawing that the new windows will be very close replicas of the existing windows.

C11/1798 – Erection of 6 no. holiday let (serviced) apartments (C1) with associated parking area at Part rear garden, Swallows Nest, 51 Orwell Road, Felixstowe.

The Town Council strongly recommends refusal for this “outline” planning permission.  The Town Council notes the application as represented both on the form and in the Design and Access Statement as “outline” planning permission, however full information has been included of all construction details, and the Town Council has considered the application on that basis.  The Town Council is concerned to note that since the photos produced with the Design and Access Statement were taken, a mature and attractive tree has been felled without permission in the Conservation Area.  The Town Council believes that the proposal is unacceptable for a number of reasons:

a. overdevelopment of the small curtilage of the property at 51 Orwell Road and resulting loss of amenity space for this large dwelling;

b. despite the fact that the design of the new build is of good quality, the detrimental effect on a prominent and attractive building in the Conservation Area;

c. detrimental effect on neighbouring property at 53 Orwell Road (Abbeyfield Residential Retirement Home) due to close proximity and loss of light to ground and first floor rooms;

d. loss of amenity to property at 58 Tomline Road due to loss of light from southern aspect to ground and first floor rooms.

C11/1928 – Loft conversion with installation of dormer windows and new roof to garage at Stanem, Falcon Street, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval subject to consultation with neighbours opposite on the east side of Falcon Street.
164. 
SCHEDULE FROM PERIOD ENDING 2nd SEPTEMBER 2011
C11/1979 – Erection of extension in rear garden to provide lounge, bedroom with en suite at 16 Ferndown Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.
C11/1823 – Use of land for stationing single storey log cabin (to be used as a meeting room) at land adjacent 11 to 20 Langley Close, Langley Avenue, Felixstowe.

Due to prejudicial interests the Committee was non quorate and therefore the application was not discussed.
C11/1952 – Erection of a two storey side extension at 33 Runnacles Way, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

165.
APPLICATION NO:C10/2663


LOCATION: 9 CHURCH LANE, FELIXSTOWE
PROPOSAL: CONVERSION OF OFFICE IN TO 3 DWELLINGS (RESUBMISSION OF C10/0195)

INSPECTORATE REFERENCE NO: APP/J3530/A/11/2148790/NWF

APPEAL STARTING DATE: 11/08/11


Members noted that an appeal had been lodged concerning the refusal of the above planning application.  The Town Council had sent its original comments to the Planning Inspectorate.

166.
S.198 (TPO) TREE WORK APPLICATION INITIAL CONSULTATION

APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

LOCATION: 9 MELFORD WAY, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on:
T2 Turkey Oak – 20% crown reduction and reshaping. Lift low canopy to 4m.
167. DISPLAY EQUIPMENT REQUEST
The Technical Adviser reported that she and the Chairman of the Plans Committee had recently discussed ways in which the practical process of displaying plans and architectural drawings to the Plans Committee could be improved.  The present method was serviceable if cumbersome, particularly for applications with more complicated drawings on larger paper.  Some research into potential solutions had been undertaken and the purchase of two magnetic revolving white boards was requested.  Costings from three potential suppliers indicated each board to be in the region of £270.  Following discussion and recognising the boards could be used more generally for the benefit of the Council and room hirers, it was agreed that the Clerk be given delegated authority to purchase the boards, having also notified the Chairman of the Finance & General Purpose Committee.  It was acknowledged that at some point in the future the District Council may wish to move to a more electronic process of plans, however the practicalities of the effect of this on Town and Parish Council was as yet unclear, and the optimum way to consider an architect’s plan was in paper form.

168. SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL OF THE REVIEWED CORE STRATEGY
The Technical Adviser reported that a hard copy of the document had now been received from Suffolk Coastal District Council and a website link had been made available.  The document was a technical and specialist treatise which was not easily digestable.  Clarification had been sought from the District Council as to its status in relation specifically to Felixstowe Town Council.  The District Council had confirmed that the current practice of the Plans Committee to consider planning applications in the light of retained development policies and adopted interim planning policies continued to be the appropriate approach.  The Chairman confirmed that the provenance of this latest document was to ensure that the reviewed core strategy was in all respects a soundly produced document.  The strategy itself had already been widely consulted upon, and the Town Council had contributed its response to the consultation.   Following discussion, it was agreed that any Member wishing to suggest further views on this latest document should do so directly to the District Council.

169. COALITION GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION DRAFT OF NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (NPPF)
The Chairman referred to the current national debate prompted by the current consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework, and the strength of opinion felt on the subject generally.  The Chairman recommended that Members of the Plans Committee acquaint themselves with the contents of the NPPF document and offered to circulate a website link for ease of reference.  The Chairman reported that the District Council were running a briefing session on the subject for District Councillors on Monday 26th September, following which a briefing session was to be held on Wednesday 28th September to which Town and Parish Council representatives would be invited.
