MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage and Sennington and Webb.

407.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ninnmey and Stokell.
408.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 410, 411, 412 and 413 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application no C09/0036 as a neighbour of the site.


Councillor Dangerfield declared a prejudicial interest in application C05/1723 as a former member of the Suffolk Coastal District Council South Seafront Land Working Party.

409.
MINUTES OF 28TH JANUARY 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th January, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

410.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 29th JANUARY 2009

C09/0089 – Change of use of ground floor (from use as a hairdressers to a Children’s Centre) at 26 Beach Station Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0036 – Conversion of one dwelling into two and erection of attached third dwelling at 34 Queens Road, Felixstowe.
Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the room during consideration of this item.

Recommend approval.

C05/1723 – Construction of maritime park to include play areas, gardens, toilets and public car parking together with 158 dwellings, garages, parking spaces and associated roadworks at Land between Orford Road, Langer Road and Manor Terrace, South Seafront, Felixstowe.

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Dangerfield left the room during consideration of this item.
We recommend approval for the changes to application C05/1723 subject to:

In principle we understand the need to comply with PPS25 and in the main the revisions to the built structures do not give us concern other than:

1. The slight change in the relationship of the roof height of the Martello Tower and the immediately surrounding properties, but we assume that English Heritage will be the judge of this aspect.    

2. The relationship of the roof height in Manor Terrace to the properties opposite, although we note that there is some alleviation of the impact on Manor Terrace due to the slight reduction in width of the blocks.

We believe from an examination of the drawings that while there is disabled access to the flats, there is none to the individual properties.  We are concerned that the raising of the slab heights of the individual dwellings may exacerbate issues of access.  

We note and are pleased that the leisure elements have not been needed to be changed. 
411.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 5th FEBRUARY 2009


C09/0150 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 43 Church Lane, Felixstowe

Recommend approval subject to some concerns about the loss of light to the neighbouring lounge window with reference to SPG16 guidelines on overshadowing and this recommendation in therefore subject to neighbour consultation.

C09/0130 – Erection of porch (existing to be demolished) replacement of pebbledash with smooth render and replacement of 2 doors and 4 windows at Flat 2, 23 Bath Road, Felixstowe

Recommend approval.

C09/0120 – Replacement of windows to first floor and second floors and replacement of door to means of escape stair in east elevation at York House, 2-4 York Road, Felixstowe.

We note that this site is not in the Conservation Area and in any case recommend approval for the replacement windows.  
412.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 23.12.08 to 28.01.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

413.
PROPOSED CONSERVATION AREA IN FELIXSTOWE SOUTH

Members noted a letter from the Senior Design and Conservation Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The letter stated:


“  I am writing to inform you that Suffolk Coastal District Council is considering the designation of a new conservation area in part of Felixstowe South.  As you will know, a conservation area is an area of special architectural or historic interest and its character should be preserved or enhanced.  

The idea of a new conservation area in Felixstowe South is to extend the protection given to the town’s important Late Victorian and Edwardian architectural heritage as a seaside resort.  The new area will take in the grid of streets laid out by Colonel Tomline in the late 1800s and key features including the pier, the Sea Road frontage and Martello Tower Q and its former military compound.  The combination of residential, commercial and leisure uses are all important to the area.

We hope that, if the conservation area proposal is supported and agreed, English Heritage with us may provide a Partnership Scheme which will provide grant aid for the repair of buildings and the reinstatement of lost features.  We will keep you up to date should this happen.

As you know there is a large conservation area that covers central Felixstowe.  The local planning authority must preserve and enhance its conservation areas and take that into account when deciding planning applications.


The special and distinctive character of Felixstowe South, with its grid layout, terraces, balconies, bay windows, decorative cast ironwork, verandahs and good Late Victorian and Edwardian architecture will be protected for the future if a conservation area is supported.


In addition the Council is considering making what is called an Article 4 (2) Direction for all houses built before 1926 in the proposed conservation area.  The idea is to protect all of the features that contribute to the character of the area including front windows and front doors, front boundaries, roofs, balconies, chimneys and brickwork from removal or unsympathetic replacement.  Householders would need consent to change these features.


The Council would like to ask for the comments of the Town Council on this idea and also for the proposed conservation area.  Before the Council comments we have written a draft appraisal of Felixstowe South which it will be very useful to read first.  It describes the area’s history and architecture and the character of each street and buildings, along with maps and illustrations.  You can read these at www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk.  We are asking everyone to send their comments to us by March 16th 2009.  You can also comment on line or email me.  The Councillors comments will be taken into account before Members of the Council decide whether to make a conservation area.


A public exhibition to describe the proposal will be held in your Town Hall from February 14th to 22nd, inclusive.  This will be open at weekends (Saturday and Sunday) from 10am to 4.00pm and will be manned.  The display will be unmanned but open during your normal opening hours during the week.  There will be copies of the appraisal to take away for reading.


Thank you and we hope to hear from the Town Council about this important proposal. “


The Clerk reminded members that there would be an exhibition concerning the proposals starting the following weekend.  The Chairman suggested that in addition to visiting the exhibition members should access the documents concerning the proposal on the Suffolk Coastal District Council website.  Once members had considered all the information concerning the proposed Conservation Area, then the Committee would consider the Town Council’s response.  Members asked that issues concerning satellite dishes and also the possible inclusion of Bacton and Garfield Roads in the proposed Conservation Area should be included in any response by the Town Council. 

414.
STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP: NATURAL ENGLAND DRAFT POLICIES ON PORTS AND MARINAS. THURSDAY 5TH MARCH 2009 


Members considered information concerning Natural England’s Draft Policy on Ports and Marinas.  Members emphasised the importance of this policy for the Port of Felixstowe. 
415.
HERITAGE OPEN DAYS


Members noted that the Heritage Open Days 2009 would take place from Thursday 10th to Sunday 13th September.  The Clerk told members that it was the intention to open the Town Hall for the Heritage Open Days.

