MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH AUGUST 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman) Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A. Goodwin, Sennington, Savage and Webb.

173.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Jan Garfield to her first meeting as a member of the Plans Committee.

174.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ninnmey and Stokell.

175.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A. Goodwin Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182 and 183 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council

Councillor Bryant declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1149 as a friend of a  close neighbour of the applicant.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1149 as a close relation of a near neighbour of the applicant.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1196 as the owner of a business close to the application site.  

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1196 as the owner of a property close to the application site.

176.
MINUTES OF 29th JULY 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th July, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

177.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 30th JULY 2009

C09/0866 – Insertion of two second floor replacement windows on the front elevation and two second floor replacement windows on the rear at Flat 5, Wellington Court, 5 Hamilton Gardens,  Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

C09/1134 – Conversion of coach house and erection of single storey extension to provide 9 bedrooms (increasing number of rooms to 22) at St Felix Home for the Blind, 58 Princes Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

178.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 30th JULY 2009

C09/1196 – Change of use to learning and enterprise Access point at 30 Orwell Road, Felixstowe.

Following their declarations of a prejudicial interest Councillors A Goodwin and Webb left the room during consideration of this item.

We note that the schedule indicates that advertisement of this application is not required.  This is an error because the property is in a Conservation Area and must be so advertised.  We further note that the Access Statement in its “footer” states that it is the Access Statement is for Ipswich, 3 Goddard Road.

We note that the application is for a Change of Use from A3 to Use as a “Learning and Enterprise Access Point”.  The Town Council has no objection to this Change of Use.  However, the application form, the Access Statement and the Design Statement all indicate that changes to the entrance may be necessary for disabled access and the intention is stated “ to upgrade the windows and provide signage”.  These matters would require a separate application.

We regret that these omissions have made consideration of this application so difficult.  

C09/1197 – Development of enlarged lorry park adjacent to BP Service Station at Petrol Filling Station, Anzani Avenue,  Felixstowe.

The Town Council is entirely in favour of the principle of this extension to the lorry park subject to the best possible landscaping.  

However, we are very concerned about the proposed new vehicular access and would ask that this be reconsidered to avoid conflict between traffic exiting from the new egress conflicting with traffic seeking to turn into Anzani Avenue for access to this site and others.

In visiting the site the Town Council representative noted that the culvert on Trinity Avenue was in an extremely poorly maintained and untidy state and contained apparent oil residue.  We would ask that this be addressed either by Suffolk County Council or the land owner as appropriate.

C09/1101 – Erection of a single storey extension at Haven Health Surgery, Grange Farm Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  The Town Council welcomes this extension to the town’s medical facilities. 
C09/1073 – Erection of sectional garage at Garages adjoining 20 Quintons Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C09/1159 – Erection of detached one and a half storey dwelling (resubmission) at 51 Orwell Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal on the following grounds:

a. The application does not preserve or enhance the Conservation Area in that, despite an attractive design, its scale and occupancy of this small site will lead to a cramped appearance, particularly in respect to the different scale and proportions in relation to the surrounding properties including 51 Orwell Road.

b. There would be inadequate amenity space for both 51 Orwell Road and the proposed dwelling.

c. Lack of parking for 51 Orwell Road.

C09/1164 – Alterations and extensions at 119 Cliff Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.

C09/1167 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 76 Upperfield Drive, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/1149 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 54 King Street, Felixstowe

Following their declarations of prejudicial interests Councillors Bryant and A Goodwin left the room during consideration of this item.

Recommend refusal in that the proposal would be injurious to the neighbours’ amenity and represents poor design and, in particular, layout contrary to the criteria of AP19.   We would ask that particular care is given to the planning consultation with the neighbours by the Case Officer.
179.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 25.06.09 to 29.07.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

180.
LANDGUARD PARTNERSHIP 

Further to min reference 156 the Chairman reminded Members that the Town Council was being asked to comment concerning the strategic issues for the Landguard Partnership.  The next meeting of the Partnership Committee would take place on the 14th September 2009 and this was the opportunity for the Town Council to provide input into the Strategy.  The Clerk had circulated copies of the proposed layout for the area of land being donated to the Partnership by the Port of Felixstowe as part of the Section 106 Agreement for the Felixstowe South Reconfiguration.  This land would be available for car parking and would also provide a route to Landguard for buses which would now be able to turn without the need for a turning circle which would have occupied quite a large area of land.  It would be necessary to start to consider the charging regime for this area.  It was the intention to ensure that the Dock viewing area both in its present position and the new position proposed as part of the reconfiguration should remind free of charge for short term parking.  However, it might be necessary to consider charging for long term stays on the new area in order to provide financial sustainability for the future management of Landguard.

Members discussed the strategic issues that needed to be addressed by the Partnership.  They welcomed the new overarching Landguard Partnership and the close working relationship that was being established between the partners.  One of the major objectives of the Town Council was to maintain and improve public access to Landguard for both local people and visitors.  Landguard was an important recreational area for local people and was greatly valued for its walking and other outdoor facilities.  The many attractions of Landguard including the Fort, Museum, Dock Viewing Area and the Nature Reserve were all important in the tourism offer for Felixstowe and contributed to the local economy.  This should be emphasised in the strategy and facilities for the public should be improved as soon as possible.  This included toilets, improved parking and public transport.  Members were very pleased to see that the proposed layout for the new parking area included a route for buses which would avoid the need for a bus turning circle.  It was important to include the encouragement of public transport in the strategy and the Partnership should work with local bus companies to provide a regular reliable service which complemented the Ferry Service.  The provision of toilets should be a top priority.  Members realised that there were no services available currently on the Landguard site but if visitors were to be encouraged it was vital that some sort of temporary solution, such as Portaloos, should be provided.  The Committee was aware that Portaloos were available within the Fort.  This was an area were partnership working was important to find a suitable site.  Until permanent toilets could be provided some of the revenue income from the Port of Felixstowe could be used to provide and service temporary toilets somewhere appropriate within the Landguard area.  Members also welcomed the proposed educational developments at Landguard.  There was the potential for excellent “joined up” working between the partners to provide a comprehensive education facility covering all the various topics available at Landguard.          
181. 
SUFFOLK COAST AND HEATHS – THE STOUR AND ORWELL ESTUARY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE         
Further to minute reference 155 members considered the Stour and Orwell Estuary Draft Management Plan Consultation.  Members agreed that the Plan was a great improvement over previous documents and that the range of partners involved insured that major issues concerning commercial activity were now covered.  It was agreed that the Town Council fully supported the inclusion in the plan of:

· Recreational activity

· Integrated planning and sustainable development

· Coastal and environmental change

· Supporting sustainable commercial activities and tourism

182.
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 – 62 TOMLINE ROAD, FELIXSTOWE


Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on a T1 Pine Tree fell the tree.
183.
UNTIDY SITE 2009/2 

Members considered a report by the Technical Adviser concerning the above untidy site.  It was agreed that this should be referred to the Enforcement Section of Suffolk Coastal District Council.  
