MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16th DECEMBER 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin and Sennington.

390.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ninnmey, Savage, Stokell and Webb.

391.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 391, 392, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 399, 400 and 401 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in application C09/1843 as a resident of the area.

The Technical Adviser declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/1897 as a friend   of a neighbour of the site.

The Technical Adviser declared a prejudicial interest in item 394 as a trustee of Old Felixstowe Nursery School.

392.
MINUTES OF 2ND DECEMBER 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

393.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 3rd DECEMBER 2009
C09/1769 – Replacement of air conditioning system.  Erection of new handrails along perimeter of external flat roof.  Installation of new fire alarm system.  Replacement of timber stepped area with steel on flat roof at 104 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

C09/1779 – Creation of vehicular access at 8 High Road West, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

C09/1843 – Erection of attached double garage (existing garage to be demolished) at 19 Foxgrove Lane, Felixstowe


Recommend approval.

394.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 10th DECEMBER 2009

C09/1892 – Use of land for stationing container to be used for storage equipment for cricket club at Coronation Sports Ground, Mill Lane, Felixstowe


Recommend approval.


C09/1897 – Erection of first floor extension and new pitched roof over garage/porch to replace existing flat roof.  (renewal of extant planning permission C06/2169) at 18 Westmorland Road, Felixstowe.

Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest the Technical Adviser left the room during consideration of this item.


Recommend approval.

395.
PROPOSAL: INSTALL EXTERNAL LIGHTING TO ILLUMINATE THE NETBALL COURT AT THE REAR OF THE SCHOOL BUILDING. THE LIGHTS WILL BE USED DURING THE PERIODS OF LOW LIGHT LEVELS, WHEN THE NETBALL COURT IS USED FOR SPORTS/GAMES BY THE SCHOOL OR OTHERS USING THE AREA.  DURING THE WINTER MONTHS SOME OF THE LIGHTING MAY BE USED FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY TO AID PARENTS IN COLLECTING THEIR CHILDREN.


LOCATION: KINGSFLEET PRIMARY SCHOOL, FERRY ROAD, FELIXSTOWE  


Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest the Technical Adviser left the room during consideration of this item

Councillor Goodwin joined the meeting at this point.
While we are sympathetic to the needs of Kingsfleet School, we would refer Suffolk County Council, the applicant, to Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Local Plan Policy concerning recreational floodlighting (AP97) and to the associated Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG11) which defines the normal requirements for recreational floodlighting.

Since the documentation with the application has no information concerning the design and orientation of the lighting columns and the light levels, when measured in the vertical plane at the windows of the adjacent dwelling houses, it is not possible for the Town Council, or indeed the District Council, to evaluate the proposal in the context of the above Guidance, particularly paragraphs 4.9 a, b and c of SPG11. In the absence of any such information we would have to recommend refusal.    

396.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 13.11.09 to 03.12.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

397.
APPLICATION NO: C09/1159


LOCATION: 51 ORWELL ROAD, FELIXSTOWE


PROPOSAL: ERECTION OF DETACHED ONE AND A HALF STOREY DWELLING (RESUBMISSION)


INSPECTORATE REFERENCE: APP/J3530/A/09/2117855/WF


APPEAL STARTING DATE: 04/12/2009

Members noted that an appeal had been lodged concerning the refusal of the above planning application.  The Town Council had sent its original comments to the Planning Inspectorate.

398.
GARRISON LANE/HIGH ROAD WEST – PROPOSED CYCLE FACILITIES

Members considered correspondence from Suffolk County Council enclosing proposals for the junction of Garrison Lane/High Road West including proposed cycle facilities, pedestrian phases at the traffic lights and the realignment of the carriage ways at the various arms of the junction.  Members expressed great concern about the effect of the proposals on traffic flows at the junction and the substantial delays that the proposed arrangements would involve.  The Clerk was therefore asked to respond to Suffolk County Council stating:


“ The Plans Committee of the Town Council has carefully considered the proposals for changes to the junction at Garrison Lane/High Road West, Felixstowe.  Whilst the Council remains strongly of the view that it is important to provide a safe crossing for pedestrians, and in particular children and the less able, at the western arm of this junction the proposals put forward are unacceptable.  The core problem is that by putting in cycle lanes the carriageway is being reduced.  


The reduction in the carriageway to one lane on three arms of the junction will inevitably lead to unacceptable delays and increases in the average queue length.  This is of particular significance on the southern arm of the junction where the average queues will end close to the blind spot created by the railway bridge.  This has the potential for accidents with traffic meeting the end of the queue at a blind spot.  In addition, queues on this arm of the junction at peak times will block the turning into Valley Walk.  


Additional queuing on all arms of the junction has the potential to create air quality issues similar to those at the Throughfare at Woodbridge.  There is currently an extant planning permission for residential development on the southern/eastern corner of the junction which would be badly effected by any reduction in air quality.  When this development takes place the additional entrance/exit to the development will produce additional access problems at this point and this needs to be carefully examined in any plans for the junction.         


The additional traffic flows at this junction which will be created by the proposals under BSF for a new High School with access from High Street, Walton also need careful consideration in the context of any proposals for the junction.


Any additional delays for vehicular traffic at the junction will result in drivers seeking alternative routes.  These would include Beatrice Avenue which has accident problems and where there are already severe difficulties for people crossing to access Fairfield Infants School in Fairfield Avenue.  Traffic would also be displaced into the Town Centre which is currently being developed as a Shared Space Scheme, one of the purposes of which is to deter through traffic.  


Once again, the Town Council would emphasize its commitment  to provide a safe north/south MOVA Controlled pedestrian crossing at this junction.  This is particularly important because currently school children are using the very unsafe uncontrolled crossing close to the junction with Seaton Road in preference in crossing at the Garrison Lane/High Road junction.  However, the Town Council is strongly of the view that this matter needs to be looked in the round, taking into account all the points made in this response, and that the matter should not centre on the single issue of cycle lanes. “         

399.
UNTIDY SITE 2009/4


Further to minute reference 376 it was agreed that this site would be revisited to reevaluate the situation. 
400.
APPLICATION NO:C09/1766

PROPOSAL: REMOVAL OF CONDITION 01 OF PLANNING PERMISSION C08/1806 TO ALLOW CONTINUATION OF USE OF THE VAN DELIVERY SPACE FOR EXTERNAL DINING AND DRINKING

LOCATION: 128 HAMILTON ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Further to minute reference 365 Members noted an email from Suffolk County Council stating that the first point of contact for this matter would be the Police and asking for clarification about the problem.  It was explained that delivery vehicles which in general had access to the rear of the properties were parking in Hamilton Road and potentially causing an obstruction.  The Clerk was asked to respond explaining that some Members were of the view that loading restrictions should be implemented in this area.  

401.
TELEPHONE KIOSK AT FELIXSTOWE FERRY

Further to minute reference 296 Members noted an email from the Felixstowe Ferry Forum stating that Forum Members were unanimous that what they really wanted was BT to maintain the phone box at the Ferry in full working order.  The decision was on the grounds of safety in an emergency when no mobile phones were available.  However, if BT was unwilling to take that task, then the Forum would reluctantly adopt the box and try to establish a use for it.

The Clerk reported that she had forwarded these comments to the Conservation Officer at Suffolk Coastal District Council who was coordinating the replies to BT.

402. 
PARKING AT SOLAR SUPERMARKET

Members discussed the parking regime at the Solar Supermarket car park.  It was suggested that the car park could be used as a community asset outside the Supermarket trading hours, thus allowing local people to park there when using the local train service.  The Clerk was asked to contact the East of England Cooperative Society about this matter.   

