MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JULY 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jon Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb.
98.
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Ninnmey.

99.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 100, 101, 102, 105, 106 and 107 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.


Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 107 as the neighbour of the site.

100.
MINUTES OF 17th JUNE 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 17thJune, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

101.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 18th JUNE 2009
C09/0933 – Erection of rear conservatory at 26 Vicarage Road, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.
C09/0928 – Erection of two storey rear extension at 82 Looe Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C09/0919 – Erection of side extension at Marsh Cottage, The Ferry, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  We do not believe that the scale of this dwelling, nominally in the countryside, is inappropriate.  We are pleased to see the improved flood escape route.

C09/0868 – Erection of a shed at the rear at 59a Tomline Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C08/1656 – Erection of 5 dwellings and alterations to existing vehicular access at Garage site, Langer Road, Felixstowe.

Regretfully we must recommend refusal for this application.  Whilst this further application has dealt with the previous issues with respect to Marina Gardens, we believe that:

a. The aspect of the development to the houses bordering the site on Langer Road is aesthetically unacceptable.  The resultant elevation with the enormous and dominant brick wall gives an industrial rather than a residential aspect, in close proximity to the rear of the existing properties on Langer Road.  The proposal is therefore unacceptably detrimental to the residential amenity of those properties.

b.   The properties themselves have low quality living space, particularly in the bedrooms    

      and extremely limited amenity space.

The Town Council believes that it is fundamentally unacceptable that the narrow and rigid interpretation of PPS25 concerning the flood risk for this area of South Felixstowe have resulted in this unacceptable solution for the site.  We would ask that the District Council seek a solution avoiding the above shortcomings, via a more balanced evaluation of the flood risk aspect, allowing for a more conventional and acceptable built form.

The area has a very low risk of a very severe event in flood terms, which does not justify the effective total blight on the whole area.  The current application of policies regarding flood risk has resulted in an unacceptable and permanent blight to this area.  This is contrary to the regeneration objectives for Felixstowe as a whole, and in particular this area, which are being pursued through Felixstowe Futures and are in line with Government policy in regard to coastal towns.

The Town Council’s strongly held view is that residential development in this area should be acceptable provided that any new dwellings have a secure escape route to the first floor.
C09/0887 – Approval of minor changes to the development as approved under planning permission C08/0949.  Details of conditions attached to planning permission C08/0949 (C09/0887) relating to highway access, flood response, archaeology, drainage, plant, contamination/remediation and landscaping at Proposed Lidl Store, Langer Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
102.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 25th JUNE 2009

C09/0947 – Erection of four illuminated signs (two fascia, one box and one pole) at proposed supermarket, Langer Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0963 – Erection of two flats (revised scheme) at Land adjacent 47 to 49 Queens Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0959 – Erection of side extension at 37 Lynwood Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0969 – Erection of single storey rear lean-to extension at 15 Chepstow Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation and the guidelines in SPG16.
C09/0973 – Replacement front window with new bay, replacement porch, resurfacing of park front garden and driveway and erection of rear detached garage at 7 Cliff Road, Felixstowe

Recommend refusal due to the fact that the substantial structure of the rear detached garage is detrimental to the amenity of the neighbours as it is:

a.
Adjacent to the rear garden of the neighbouring property and therefore injurious to its amenity.

       
b. 
Will result in the movement of vehicles to the rear of the adjacent property.

103.
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AT PEEWIT HILL

Further to Minute ref  94 members noted an email from Suffolk County Council stating that due to the fact that Peewit Hill was a byway open to all traffic, it would not be possible to restrict motor cycle access unless its status was changed.  Any attempt to change its status would attract at least one objection, leading to a public enquiry.  The road safety officers had already been consulted concerning the scheme design, but there would be a stage 3 safety audit when the scheme was built.

104.
CENTRAL FELIXSTOWE PROJECT APPRAISAL REPORT


It was agreed to defer consideration of this item until the next meeting of the Committee.
105.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN BEACH

Further to Minute ref 63 members noted a further email from a member of the public advising the Town Council that the wooden break waters adjacent to his property were now in a poor state.  He believed that one breakwater was dangerous, but in any event it would soon collapse and the timbers would float out to sea.

The Clerk told members that Terry Oakes Associates had been consulted about this and would be responding for a future meeting.
106.
FIRST REVIEW OF SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN – LOWESTOFT NESS TO FELIXSTOWE LANDGUARD POINT – PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Members noted an email from Suffolk Coastal District Council informing the Town Council that the public consultation concerning the first review of the Shoreline Management Plan would take place from 1st July – 30th September 2009.  There would be an exhibition at Felixstowe Town Hall on 18th July.

107.
34 – 38 QUEENS ROAD


Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the meeting at this 

point.
The Clerk informed members that the applicant for the agent for the development of 34 Queens Road had asked to meet the Committee prior to submitting a further application for this site.  The Committee agreed that it would not be appropriate to meet the agent and that any further application would be considered on its merits when it was submitted.

